
Year 5 - English - Learn from home timetable – Week 1  
Spelling Focus - ________, apostrophe of possession, inferencing, dependent and independent clauses. 

Priority Tasks 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Spelling - Introduction 
This week’s spelling focus is 
____________ 

 
_________________________________ 

- Read the spelling rule/explanation 
- Read through the spelling list 
- Look for any patterns you can see.  
- Write each of the words and highlight the 

pattern. 
- Can you think of any other words that 

use this week’s spelling focus? Write 
them in your learning journal 

 

Spelling – Exploring sound 
Choose from the following activities: 
• pick 10 words and look for 2- 3 smaller words from 

the letters in each word. 
• Write your words in alphabetical order.                                 
• Write all the letters of the alphabet on pieces of 

paper/post it notes (make two sets of vowel sounds). 
Set a timer for one minute and see how many words 
you can make in that time. Record how many and 
repeat the process.  Choose 5 words and illustrate 
them. 

• Annotate 5 words (letters, sounds, blends, digraphs, 
trigraphs, prefixes, suffixes etc)  

• chose 5 words and add, delete or change parts of 
the word to make new words. (e.g. grow = throw.  
Throw = three) 

Spelling – Exploring meaning 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Write ‘what word am I questions’ for 5 of 

your words. 
• Choose 5 words and write dictionary 

meaning             
• Choose 5 words and write their meaning in 

your own words.  
• Choose 10 words and write synonyms and 

antonyms for each.  
• Choose 5 words and research their origin. 
• Play word Bingo in a small group  
• Word families. Write out the base word 

and create a word family by adding 
different prefixes and suffixes.  

Spelling - Applying 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Play Letter by Letter game. Write one 

spelling word. Write it again changing 
only one letter each time until it becomes 
a new word. 
that-than-thin-shin-skin-skip 

• Choose 5 words and put them into 
interesting sentences.   

• Write a persuasive paragraph using as 
many words as you can. 
 

 

Spelling – Checking for learning 
• Think about the spelling words for this 

week. What were they? What patterns 
did they have? How did you 
remember them? Close your eyes 
and picture them. Think of the 
sentences you wrote, how did you 
spell the words? 

• Have your caregiver say your spelling 
words for you to write independently. 
Use spelling strategies that work for 
you eg segmenting the words.  

• Together, have a look at what you 
wrote and discuss how you went.  

Vocabulary 
• Read the following words: native, 

survive, thrive, aggressive. 
• Choose two of these words and create 

a word web.  
Write the word in the middle and write 4 
words that you think of when you hear 
these words. See sample below 
 

__________________________________ 
Reading 

• Take out the story Please do not feed native 
animals.   

• Skim the page and predict what the text will 
be about. Is it fiction or non-fiction? 

• Read the text and circle any words/phrases 
you are unsure of. Are there any patterns you 
know in these words that could help? 

• Apply your code breaking strategies and use 
contextual clues to try and work it out. Ask an 
adult if you are unsure.  

• Where have you been where people have 
been feeding the animals? 
 

Independent and dependent Clauses  
An independent clause is a sentence that has a subject 
and a verb and requires no extra information to 
understand or make sense. A dependent clause which 
starts with a conjunction such as while, that, unless, 
give information but can’t stand alone as a sentence.   
 
 

• Look at the following sentences. Underline the 
independent clause and highlight the dependent 
clause.  The first one is done for you. 
 

1. Sam won’t be able to play the game because he hurt 
his foot.  
2. You must work hard if you want to succeed in life. 
3. Lily quickly ate her lunch as she was very hungry. 
4. Maddy could not catch the bus because she was 

late. 
 

We learn about independent and dependent 
clauses because they help us to be better writers. 

Independent and dependent Clause 

 
• Think about this picture. What 

information can you gain from this 
picture. 

• Write 3 sentences about this picture.  
Make sure each sentence has a 
connector from the attached sheet.  

• Do any of these sentences have 
dependent and independent 
clauses? 

• Underline the independent clauses 
and circle the dependent clauses.   

Apostrophe of Possession 
The two main uses of apostrophes 
are: 
1. A noun owns something e.g. Sue’s 
coat. 
2. Plural nouns that end in ‘s’ have an 
apostrophe only after the ‘s’ e.g. my 
parents’ car. 
Add the apostrophe in the following. 
The first one is done for you: 
1. David’s phone is ringing. 
2. The teachers staff room is near the 
oval. 
3. Tim’s house number is fourteen.  
4. I could feel the suns heat on my 
back. 
5. Two weeks holidays was fantastic. 
Look around you. What can you see? 

List three things that you can see.  
E.g. A book that belongs to Mum.  

Record who it belongs with an 
apostrophe. E.g. Mum’s book. 

Week in Review 
 
Make a grid like the one below 
Fill in the boxes to match what work you 
have done this week. 

The story we 
read about 
feeding animals 
in parks was…. 

 
 
 
 
 

Dependent 
clauses… 

 
 
 

Apostrophes 
have two main 
uses… 

1. 
2. 

In spelling I need 
to work on…. 

 
 

 

Reading 
• What do you remember about the feeding 

animals in parks from the text you read 
yesterday?   

• Re-read this text again. 
• How is this text organised? Does this 

organisation help you read it? 

Reading 
• Re-read the text from Monday for the 

last time.  
• This time, read the text aloud, using 

expression and fluency.  

Listening/Viewing 
• Choose a short you-tube clip, tv or 

movie clip, or audio book. 

Reading – Nonfiction 
• Read something that is nonfiction. It 

could be a story from a newspaper or 
an information report about an event, 
animal or person. 

Summarising task 
What four things do we need to remember 
about native animals in parks? 
1.Make a table 
2.Reread the four dot points 
3.Write one sentence in each box. 
 

1. 2. 
3. 4. 

Draw a graphic that would support the 
message of this text.  

After reading comprehension 
• Infer what the author means by answering the 

following questions: 
1) How can you be a friend to animals in parks? 
2) What does the word offence mean? 
3) How might food contribute to animals being 
aggressive? 
4) Why does dot point 4 state that feeding animals 
is dangerous? 
 5) Create an alternative graphic that shows the 
same message about feeding animals.  

Quick Write 
Use the following picture as a stimulus to 
write a short story.  
Try to use a variety of simple, compound 
and complex sentences.  

 

After reading/writing activity  
•   Check this week’s text for any 

apostrophes. 
• Where would you put the apostrophe 

for the following sentences? Do they 
all need one? 
o The animals safety is at risk.  
o People need to stop feeding 

animals. 
o Peoples thoughtlessness puts 

animals at risk.   

After reading/writing activity 
Finish these sentences with one or 
more words. 
1)Animals that are used to being fed by 
people may become __________. 
2)When I visit a park I am going to 
_________. 
3)Dependent clauses can’t 
_____________. 
4)Independent clauses have a 
________ and  
a  _______. 



 

Independent Reading.  
Read the books that your teacher has sent home for you to read. If you finish these, choose your own texts to read.  

They are the right level for you if you when read the first page there are no more than five tricky words. 



 



 
Word Web example: 

 

 

Put one work here

Write what 
that word 
makes you 

think of 
here

Write what 
that word 
makes you 

think of here

Write what 
that word 
makes you 

think of here

Write what 
that word 
makes you 

think of here



 

 

  



Year 5 - English - Learn from home timetable – Week 2  
Spelling Focus - ________, inferencing, nouns and adjective groups when writing effective descriptions.  

Priority Tasks 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Spelling - Introduction 
This week’s spelling focus is 
____________ 

 
_________________________________ 

- Read the spelling rule/explanation 
- Read through the spelling list 
- Look for any patterns you can see.  
- Write each of the words and highlight the 

pattern. 
- Can you think of any other words that 

use this week’s spelling focus? Write 
them in your learning journal 

 

Spelling – Exploring sound 
Choose from the following activities: 
• pick 10 words and look for 2- 3 smaller words from the 

letters in each word. 
• Write your words in alphabetical order.                                 
• Write all the letters of the alphabet on pieces of paper/post it 

notes (make two sets of vowel sounds). Set a timer for one 
minute and see how many words you can make in that time. 
Record how many and repeat the process.  Choose 5 words 
and illustrate them. 

• Annotate 5 words (letters, sounds, blends, digraphs, 
trigraphs, prefixes, suffixes etc)  

• chose 5 words and add, delete or change parts of the word 
to make new words. (e.g. grow = throw.  Throw = three) 

Spelling – Exploring meaning 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Write ‘what word am I questions’ for 5 of 

your words. 
• Choose 5 words and write dictionary 

meaning             
• Choose 5 words and write their 

meaning in your own words.  
• Choose 10 words and write synonyms 

and antonyms for each.  
• Choose 5 words and research their 

origin. 
• Play word Bingo in a small group  
• Word families. Write out the base 

word and create a word family by 
adding different prefixes and suffixes.  

Spelling - Applying 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Play Letter by Letter game. Write one 

spelling word. Write it again changing 
only one letter each time until it 
becomes a new word. 
that-than-thin-shin-skin-skip 

• Choose 5 words and put them into 
interesting sentences.   

• Write a persuasive paragraph using as 
many words as you can. 
 

 

Spelling – Checking for learning 
• Think about the spelling words for 

this week. What were they? What 
patterns did they have? How did 
you remember them? Close your 
eyes and picture them. Think of the 
sentences you wrote, how did you 
spell the words? 

• Have your caregiver say your 
spelling words for you to write 
independently. Use spelling 
strategies that work for you eg 
segmenting the words.  

• Together, have a look at what you 
wrote and discuss how you went.  

Vocabulary 
Write all the words you know that relate to 
birds. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Reading 
• Take out the story Giddy galahs. 
• Skim the page and predict what the text will 

be about. Is it fiction or non-fiction? 
• Read the text and circle any words/phrases 

you are unsure of. Are there any patterns you 
know in these words that could help? 

• Apply your code breaking strategies and use 
contextual clues to try and work it out. Ask an 
adult if you are unsure.  
 

Reread the first three sentences. Once you 
have read these sentences ask yourself: 
• How do these sentences help you in 

thinking about galahs?  
• What words help you picture what 

galahs look like e.g. The galah has a 
pink front… This helps me picture a 
bird with a pink front. I can think of 
birds I know that have a pink front. 

 

All words help us make meaning about 
what we read. Adjectives and noun groups 
make descriptions easier to understand. 

Comprehension 
Reread Giddy galahs text from yesterday.  
Answer these questions: 
1)Why do galahs look like a bright pink cloud? 
2)What happens when galahs get together in the evenings? 
3)What are four galah behaviours described in the texts? 
4)What do you think foraging means? 
5)What do you think frolicking means? 
6)How do the words in this text   
Is there anything extra you know about galahs that is not 
mentioned in the text. What is that information? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vocabulary 
Draw a line to match the word with the definition 
Intelligent       any absurd behaviour 
Striking            a group of birds, sheep or goats 
Antics              eye catching 
Flock                the ability to understand, reason and learn 
_______________________________________________ 

Reading 
• Do you know any other stories about birds? 
• Read these sentences about birds.  

 The birds were large and small, brown, red capped 
and golden striped. I watch how they seek worms 
and insects from the soil. 
What are some similarities and differences between this 
information and the information in Giddy galahs? Write 
them down in a Venn diagram. 

 
 
 
 
______________________________________________ 

After reading/writing activity 
Go outside and see if you can see any birds. 
 
How would you describe these birds in an interesting way? 
Write or draw your description.  

Adjectives and nouns in 
descriptions 

Nouns are naming words and 
adjectives are describing words.  
 
Read these bird names: 

galah        pigeon       crow 
parrot       eagle         magpie 
 

Add an adjective to make these 
nouns more descriptive and 
interesting eg giddy galah, gaggling 
galahs, cackling crow.  
 

Now try adding a few words to assist 
with the description, e.g. a colourful 
flock of giddy galahs having fun on a 
sun drenched, spectacular day. 
Try this for two more bird names. 
 

Adjectives and nouns can work 
together to make writing more 
interesting and to help the reader 
picture what the author intended.  

Comprehension 
 
Reread the writing you did 
yesterday. 
Which one of your sentences would 
be the easiest to draw? Why? 
Read any text on birds or reread 
Giddy galahs. 
 
Complete these statements: 
 
• I think the author wants the reader to 

think… 
• When I read this text, I thought 

about… 
• I think the adjectives …. 
• Have you ever heard someone call 

someone else a ‘galah’? If you have, 
what do you think they meant? 

• What information in the text helps you 
think that? 

  

Week in Review 
 

Draw a grid like the one below 
Fill in the boxes to match what work 
you have done this week 
 

Galahs are… 
 
 

 

Adjectives help 
writing by… 
 

 

 A noun is… 
 

 

My spelling 
words were 
used accurately 
in all my writing 
this week. 

Yes       No 
(circle) 

 

Reading 
• Re-read the text from Monday for 

the last time.  
• This time, read the text aloud, using 

expression and fluency.  

Listening/Viewing 
• Choose a short you-tube clip, tv or 

movie clip, or audio book. 

Reading – Nonfiction 
• Read something that is nonfiction. It 

could be a story from a newspaper or 
an information report about an event, 
animal or person. 

Summarising 
What are four things we know about galahs 
from this text? Make a table. 
1.Reread the text 
2.Use your own words and write one 
sentence in each box about galahs. 

1. 2. 
3. 4. 

Draw a picture that matches your writing.  

Spelling connections 
Look at all the writing you have done 
this week.  
• Can you see your spelling focus in 

any of your writing? 
• Highlight where you see this 

rule/letter pattern happening. 
 

After reading activity 
Draw and write boxes. 

After reading/writing activity 
You are working hard at your 

schoolwork. 
Use the letters in this sentence to 
make as many different words (3 or 
more letters) as you can e.g. d –r – 
a- g = drag. 
5 – good 
10 – great 
20 – outstanding   

What was this clip about? 

Why 
did/didn’t you 

like it? 

Describe one 
interesting part 

of it. 



 

 

 

Independent Reading.  
Read the books that your teacher has sent home for you to read. If you finish these, choose your own texts to read.  

They are the right level for you if you when read the first page there are no more than five tricky words. 



 

 

Year 5 - English - Learn from home timetable – Week 3  
Spelling Focus - ________, comprehension, understanding context, purpose and audience, nouns and adjectives, making connections.  

Priority Tasks 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Spelling - Introduction 
This week’s spelling focus is ____________ 

 
_________________________________ 

- Read the spelling rule/explanation 
- Read through the spelling list 
- Look for any patterns you can see.  
- Write each of the words and highlight the pattern. 
- Can you think of any other words that use this 

week’s spelling focus? Write them in your learning 
journal 

__________________________________________ 
Vocabulary 

Base words and extensions: 
Read the following base words and extensions.  

Base Extension Base Extension 
globe global perform performance 
dance dancers national international 
energy energetic culture cultural 
• Circle these words when/if you see them in the 

text you are about to read. 
_________________________________________ 

Reading 
Take out the ‘Chooky Dancers go Global’ text. 

• Skim the page and predict what the text will be about. 
Is it fiction or non-fiction? 

• Read the text and circle any words/phrases you are 
unsure of. Are there any patterns you know in these 
words that could help? 

• Apply your code breaking strategies and use contextual 
clues to try and work it out. Ask an adult if you are 
unsure.  

__________________________________________ 
Summarising 

Complete the timeline of 6 things that happened to 
the Chooky Dancers. The first two are done for you. 
1) The Chooky Dancers were dancing on a basketball 
court. 
2) Someone filmed it and uploaded it to the internet.  
________________________________________ 

Understanding Context 
This text helps us understand some cultural and 
cultural aspects of society. 
• What are the different cultures described in the 

text? 
• Use a map, atlas or other resource to locate 

Elcho Island or Arnhem Land, The Australian 
Capital cities and Beijing.   

Spelling – Exploring sound 
Choose from the following activities: 
• pick 10 words and look for 2- 3 smaller words from the 

letters in each word. 
• Write your words in alphabetical order.                                 
• Write all the letters of the alphabet on pieces of 

paper/post it notes (make two sets of vowel sounds). Set 
a timer for one minute and see how many words you can 
make in that time. Record how many and repeat the 
process.  Choose 5 words and illustrate them. 

• Annotate 5 words (letters, sounds, blends, digraphs, 
trigraphs, prefixes, suffixes etc)  

• chose 5 words and add, delete or change parts of the 
word to make new words. (e.g. grow = throw.  Throw = 
three) 

Spelling – Exploring meaning 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Write ‘what word am I questions’ for 5 

of your words. 
• Choose 5 words and write dictionary 

meaning             
• Choose 5 words and write their 

meaning in your own words.  
• Choose 10 words and write 

synonyms and antonyms for each.  
• Choose 5 words and research their 

origin. 
• Play word Bingo in a small group  
• Word families. Write out the base 

word and create a word family by 
adding different prefixes and 
suffixes.  

Spelling - Applying 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Play Letter by Letter game. Write 

one spelling word. Write it again 
changing only one letter each time 
until it becomes a new word. 
that-than-thin-shin-skin-skip 

• Choose 5 words and put them into 
interesting sentences.   

• Write a persuasive paragraph using 
as many words as you can. 
 

 

Spelling – Checking for learning 
• Think about the spelling words for 

this week. What were they? What 
patterns did they have? How did 
you remember them? Close your 
eyes and picture them. Think of 
the sentences you wrote, how did 
you spell the words? 

• Have your caregiver say your 
spelling words for you to write 
independently. Use spelling 
strategies that work for you eg 
segmenting the words.  

• Together, have a look at what 
you wrote and discuss how you 
went.  

Vocabulary  
 

Look at the pictures of the aboriginal dancer and the 
Brolga Dance below. What words do you think of 
when you see these pictures? 
E.g. Earthy colours, aboriginal culture, athletic, dot 
painting etc. Write as many as you can.  
_____________________________________________ 

Telling Stories 
Keep looking at the pictures and think about how 
aboriginal dances and paintings tell stories. 
Use these words and stimulus pictures to tell your own 
story through either through pictures or dance 
movements. 
_____________________________________________ 

Comprehension 
Reread the text ‘Chooky Dancers go Global’. 
Answer the following questions and identify where 
you found the answer in the text. The first one is 
done for you. 
1)Where are the Chooky Dancers from?  
   They are from Elcho Island, off the coast of Arnhem  
   Land. Paragraph 3 first sentence. 
2)What type of events did they perform at? Why do you 
think they were invited to these types of events? 
3)What cultures were represented in the dance? 
4)The text says, ‘It’s a great international, multicultural, 
outback youth success story. Why do you think they 
were described like that? 

Nouns and Adjectives 
 
Use the Brolga picture (or one of 
the other bird pictures) to write a 
description of a brolga that would 
help a reader see it in their mind if 
no image was provided. E.g. The 
brolga is a large, regal, upright bird 
with a small head. It has a long beak, 
a slender neck and long, thin leg. 
 
This type of writing gives the reader a 
fuller description of the brolga. This 
helps the reader understand our 
writing.  
 
Use some of the words from 
Monday’s or yesterday’s vocabulary 
work if they fit.  

Making connections 
The Chooky Dancers are 
entertainers. 
They entertain their audiences by 
dancing. 
• How are you entertained? 
• What makes you enjoy this type 

of entertainment? 
• Do you think the Chooky 

Dancers would entertain you? 
• How does this story fit in with 

your life? The first one is an 
example: 

Chooky 
dancers are 
funny. 

I like comedy 

  
  

Could there be another viewpoint 
to this story? What might that be? 

Revision 
 

Ask yourself these questions about 
the work this week? 
 
• What was the text ‘Chooky 

Dancers go Global’ about? 
• What does the world global 

mean? 
• What is the base word for 

global? 
• Say an interesting sentence 

about the brolga picture you 
used this week.  

• What makes the sentence 
interesting? 

• What impact do adjective and 
nouns have on each other? 

 

Purpose and Audience 
Texts are written to inform, 
entertain, persuade, explain or 
describe.  
 

• What do you think the purpose 
of this text is?  

• Do you think it achieves its 
purpose? 

• What parts of the text make you 
think that? 

• Who do you think the audience 
was? 

• Was this written formally or 
informally? 

Listening/Viewing 
• Choose a short you-tube clip, tv 

or movie clip, or audio book. 
Maybe look up the Chooky 
Dancers. 

Reading – Nonfiction 
• Read something that is nonfiction. 

It could be a story from a 
newspaper or an information report 
about an event, animal or person. 

 
• Whose viewpoint was this piece of 

writing written from? 
 



 

  

After reading/writing activity 
Play your favourite music and dance.  

• Do you think you would like to be famous? 
Why/why not? 

Reading 
Reread the Chooky Dancers go 
global.  
What do you think would have 
happened to the Chooky Dancers- 
One month after they went to China? 
One year after they went to China? 
Why do you think that? 

After reading/writing activity  
 If someone asked you to describe 
what you watched, what would you 
say? 

After reading/writing activity 
 

• What is your opinion on the piece 
you read? 
 

Independent Reading.  
Read the books that your teacher has sent home for you to read. If you finish these, choose your own texts to read.  

They are the right level for you if you when read the first page there are no more than five tricky words. 



 

Aboriginal Dancer                                                                                                                     Aboriginal Brolga Dance    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Owl 
Nathan Patterson 
https://www.ilukadesigns.com.au/ 

Emu and Chicks 
Melanie Hava 
https://www.aboriginal-art-australia.com/artworks/melanie-hava-emu-and-chicks-1a/  

https://www.google.com/search?q=indigenous+art+about+dancing&rlz=1C1CHBF_enAU757AU757&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&f
https://www.google.com/search?q=indigenous+art+about+dancing&rlz=1C1CHBF_enAU757AU757&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=2YBxtli7L_PefM%253A%252CH5wz37uSUFvGiM%252C_&vet=1&usg=AI4_-kRwx3ESy1j5BMymqFVrD85Qx3JWcQ&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjU1-fnk93oAhWd4zgGHdhpAFwQ9QEwC3oECAUQGw#imgrc=93rNzg-26dLd0M
https://www.ilukadesigns.com.au/
https://www.aboriginal-art-australia.com/artworks/melanie-hava-emu-and-chicks-1a/


Year 5 - English - Learn from home timetable – Week 4  
Spelling Focus - ________, metaphors, similes, personification, comprehension. 

Priority Tasks 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Spelling - Introduction 
This week’s spelling focus is 
____________ 

 
_________________________________ 

- Read the spelling rule/explanation 
- Read through the spelling list 
- Look for any patterns you can see.  
- Write each of the words and highlight the 

pattern. 
- Can you think of any other words that 

use this week’s spelling focus? Write 
them in your learning journal 

 

Spelling – Exploring sound 
Choose from the following activities: 
• pick 10 words and look for 2- 3 smaller words from 

the letters in each word. 
• Write your words in alphabetical order.                                 
• Write all the letters of the alphabet on pieces of 

paper/post it notes (make two sets of vowel sounds). 
Set a timer for one minute and see how many words 
you can make in that time. Record how many and 
repeat the process.  Choose 5 words and illustrate 
them. 

• Annotate 5 words (letters, sounds, blends, digraphs, 
trigraphs, prefixes, suffixes etc)  

• chose 5 words and add, delete or change parts of the 
word to make new words. (e.g. grow = throw.  Throw 
= three) 

Spelling – Exploring meaning 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Write ‘what word am I questions’ for 5 of 

your words. 
• Choose 5 words and write dictionary 

meaning             
• Choose 5 words and write their meaning in 

your own words.  
• Choose 10 words and write synonyms 

and antonyms for each.  
• Choose 5 words and research their origin. 
• Play word Bingo in a small group  
• Word families. Write out the base word 

and create a word family by adding 
different prefixes and suffixes.  

Spelling - Applying 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Play Letter by Letter game. Write one 

spelling word. Write it again changing 
only one letter each time until it becomes 
a new word. 
that-than-thin-shin-skin-skip 

• Choose 5 words and put them into 
interesting sentences.   

• Write a persuasive paragraph using as 
many words as you can. 
 

 

Spelling – Checking for learning 
• Think about the spelling words for this 

week. What were they? What patterns 
did they have? How did you 
remember them? Close your eyes 
and picture them. Think of the 
sentences you wrote, how did you 
spell the words? 

• Have your caregiver say your spelling 
words for you to write independently. 
Use spelling strategies that work for 
you eg segmenting the words.  

• Together, have a look at what you 
wrote and discuss how you went.  

Figurative Language 
Word groups are used in a way that is 
different to everyday usage. Writers use 
figurative language for effect and to 
engage their readers. It is a more 
creative way of writing. Some examples 
are: 
Similes – compares two things and uses 
the words ‘like’ or ‘as’ eg brave as a lion. 
Metaphor – compares two things that 
aren’t alike but have something in 
common eg time is money. 
*See attached table for further information) 
___________________________________ 

Reading 
Take out ‘Bright Star’, a poem by 
Camden Coburn and the poem 
‘Homework’. 
Skim and scan for any words, phrases that 
you may not know. 
__________________________________ 

After reading 
 

Reread the definition of a simile and a 
metaphor. 
Highlight any phrases that you think are 
similes or metaphors. 
Make a table and record them: 

Similes Metaphors 
as black as 
space 

Is a bee sting on 
your tongue 

Look around you and list 3 things you see 
e.g. desk, table, fridge.  
• Try and write a simile about these three 

things. E.g. Mum’s ring is as shiny as a 
star.   

Metaphors and similes 
Reread the Poems Star and Homework. 
Can you remember what a simile and metaphor 
are?  
Reread the definitions and reread the poems again.   

• How do the similes and metaphors help 
the reader in these poems? 

• Reread the similes and metaphors only. 
How are the similar?  

• How are they different?  
 

Write a S (simile) or an M (metaphor) beside each of 
these: 
1)This bus stop is an ice box. 
2)I move fast like a cheetah. 
3)Clean as a whistle. 
4)He has a heart of stone.  

Think about these questions. 
What pictures do you form in your mind when you read 
these similes and metaphors?  
How do you think these devices might help you in your 
writing? 

Personification 
Another device authors use is 
personification. Personification gives 
human characteristics to objects, animals 
or ideas. The author uses personification 
to help the reader imagine things. 
Personification is used in poetry, fiction 
and rhymes.  
Examples are: 
• The sun greeted me this morning. 
• The sky was full of dancing stars. 
• The vines wove their delicate fingers 

together. 
 

 What is your favourite thing to do? 
(e.g. run with my dog) 
How could a metaphor, simile or use of 
personification help people know how 
much you love that task? (e.g. when I am 
running with my dog I feel as free as a 
bird) 

• Use figurative language to 
describe your favourite thing to 
do. 

 Making connections 
Reread the Star, Homework and 

Spring poems out loud. Try to use 
rhythm and expression. 

Choose one poem and answer these 
questions. 
 
1)How does this poem link with what 
you already know, understand and 
feel? (eg I love Spring because I know 
Summer is not too far away) 
Choose one line and draw that 
Eg Homework is dropping your ice 
cream. 
 
 
 

Revision 
Fill in the blanks to make the 
sentence into a simile, metaphor or 
to demonstrate personification: 
1)The sea _________ out in anger at 
the ships. (Personification) 
 
2)The eagle is a _______ with no string. 
(metaphor) 
 
3)The sun greeted me this ________ 
(personification) 
 
4)She’s as happy as a _______ (simile) 
Answers: clown, kite, lashes, greeted, 
clown,  
 
Reread the definitions of a metaphor 
and a simile.  
What does personification do? 
Write your answer. 
 

Reading 
Read the extract from ‘The Silver Bead’ (page 
10) 
Create your own similes from the text 
1)Grandma was as happy as…. 
2)The van was a…. 
3) She hobbled like a … 
4)The bus, on a hot day, was a… 
 
 

Reading 
Read the Spring poem. 
• Highlight the examples of 

personification can you see in the text? 
• What impact does it have on what you 

picture when reading this text? 
 

Listening/Viewing 
• Choose a short you-tube clip, tv or 

movie clip, or audio book. 
Notes any evidence of 
personification, metaphors or 
similes. 
 

Reading – Nonfiction 
• Read something that is nonfiction. It 

could be a story from a newspaper or 
an information report about an event, 
animal or person. 

Whose viewpoint was this piece of 
writing written from? 
 

Visualising 
 What do you think this sentence means? 
The water’s icy cold and it tickles and prickles like 
fizzy lemonade? (last sentence in passage). Draw 
the scene described in this text.  
 

After reading/writing activity 
Highlight the adjectives in this text. (e.g. 
dark, dull). What impact do these words 
have on you as you read the text?  

After reading/writing activity  
 If someone asked you to describe 
what you just watched/listened to, what 
would you say? 
Ask a member of your household or a 
friend to finish these similes:  
happy as..,                                     sad 
as….. 

After reading/writing activity 
• What is your opinion on the piece you 

read? 
   What made the text interesting? 



The Silver Bead 
By Helen Dunmore 

 

Van Arrival (From the text The Silver Bead by Helen Dunmore, page 10) 
The last person out of the van was a crunched-up old woman who looked as if she was everyone’s great-grandma. The girl helped her carefully down 
the step. Her face was brown and dry and wrinkly, and her eyes were the colour of the damsons on the tree by our cottage. She looked much too old to 
be bumping around the countryside in the back of a van. But maybe she like it. She was the only one who looked happy. She gazed around and her 
damson eyes took in everything – the field, the honeymoon couple, the bright, fresh stream with ferns and flowers growing by it, and Zillah, and me. She 
hobbled over to the stream, sat down on a stone, pulled off her shoes and stuck her feet into the running water. I knew how it felt. I’ve paddled in the 
stream loads of times on my way back from school, after a long day and a hot ride on the bus. The water’s icy cold and it tickles and prickles like fizzy 
lemonade.  
  
 
 
 

Independent Reading.  
Read the books that your teacher has sent home for you to read. If you finish these, choose your own texts to read.  

They are the right level for you if you when read the first page there are no more than five tricky words. 

Homework Poem 

 

 

Source: Personification Poem example: 
https://www.pinterest.com.au/pin/5521132355
44538590/ Source: https://www.poemsearcher.com/topic/simile+and+metaphor 

https://www.pinterest.com.au/pin/552113235544538590/
https://www.pinterest.com.au/pin/552113235544538590/
https://www.poemsearcher.com/topic/simile+and+metaphor


 

 

 

  

 
Metaphor 

 

 
Simile 

 
Definition 

 
 A comparison between two things that are not alike and replaces the word with 
another word.  

A comparison between two things that are not alike and replaces the word with 
another word and uses the word like or as 

Purpose 
 

To paint a picture for the reader To paint a picture and give an example 
How to remember which is which 

The subject is said to be another  The subject is as or like another 
Examples 

 
• He was a volcano of rage 
• He was putty in her hands 
• With the windows rolled up, the car was a furnace 
• After the storm, the garden was a swamp. 

• She cried like a baby 
• Life is like a box of chocolates 
• He was as busy as a bee 
• She was snug as a bug in a rug 
• He was as blind as a bat 

Personification 
Personification gives human characteristics to objects, animals or ideas. This impacts the way the reader imagines things.  
Examples: 

• The sky was full of dancing stars 
• The sun played hide and seek with the clouds 
• The radio stopped signing and stared at me 



Year 5 - English - Learn from home timetable – Week 5 
Spelling Focus - ________, differing viewpoints lead to differing interpretations of text and inferencing.  

Priority Tasks 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Spelling - Introduction 
This week’s spelling focus is 
____________ 

 
_________________________________ 

- Read the spelling rule/explanation 
- Read through the spelling list 
- Look for any patterns you can see.  
- Write each of the words and highlight the 

pattern. 
- Can you think of any other words that 

use this week’s spelling focus? Write 
them in your learning journal 

 

Spelling – Exploring sound 
Choose from the following activities: 
• pick 10 words and look for 2- 3 smaller words from 

the letters in each word. 
• Write your words in alphabetical order.                                 
• Write all the letters of the alphabet on pieces of 

paper/post it notes (make two sets of vowel sounds). 
Set a timer for one minute and see how many words 
you can make in that time. Record how many and 
repeat the process.  Choose 5 words and illustrate 
them. 

• Annotate 5 words (letters, sounds, blends, digraphs, 
trigraphs, prefixes, suffixes etc)  

• chose 5 words and add, delete or change parts of the 
word to make new words. (e.g. grow = throw.  Throw 
= three) 

Spelling – Exploring meaning 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Write ‘what word am I questions’ for 5 of 

your words. 
• Choose 5 words and write dictionary 

meaning             
• Choose 5 words and write their meaning in 

your own words.  
• Choose 10 words and write synonyms 

and antonyms for each.  
• Choose 5 words and research their origin. 
• Play word Bingo in a small group  
• Word families. Write out the base word 

and create a word family by adding 
different prefixes and suffixes.  

Spelling - Applying 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Play Letter by Letter game. Write one 

spelling word. Write it again changing 
only one letter each time until it 
becomes a new word. 
that-than-thin-shin-skin-skip 

• Choose 5 words and put them into 
interesting sentences.   

• Write a persuasive paragraph using as 
many words as you can. 
 

 

Spelling – Checking for learning 
• Think about the spelling words for this 

week. What were they? What 
patterns did they have? How did you 
remember them? Close your eyes 
and picture them. Think of the 
sentences you wrote, how did you 
spell the words? 

• Have your caregiver say your spelling 
words for you to write independently. 
Use spelling strategies that work for 
you eg segmenting the words.  

• Together, have a look at what you 
wrote and discuss how you went.  

Vocabulary  
Vocabulary can influence how a reader is 
influenced by the text. 
Read these sentences that say the same 
thing: 
1)The fire stopped. It was quiet. 
2)At last the destruction was ended and a 
long silence hung over the bush.  
• What makes the sentences the same and 

different?  
• What vocabulary choices make the 

difference?  
• Which one makes you, as a reader, able 

to create a mental picture of what has 
happened?  

___________________________________ 
Reading 

Take out the ‘Two Park Signs’ text. 
• Skim and scan for any words, phrases 

that you may not know.  
• Use your codebreaking skills to identify 

these words. 
• What type of text is this? Fiction or 

nonfiction?  
___________________________________ 

After Reading 
• Read the text on the left. What message 

is this text trying to share?  
• List what the author wants you to do at 

the park? 
• Does the writing font, pictures and 

general layout of the sign influence how 
you feel about this information? 
How does it do that? (e.g. colours and 
graphics)  

Comparing the language in texts 
Read the sign on the right-hand side.  
• List what the author wants you to do at Bridge park? 
• Look at your list from the first sign and look at your list 

from the second sign.  
• What is the main idea in the first text? 
• What is the main idea in the second text? 

 
Fill in a table with the similarities and differences of the 
park signs. The first one is done for you.  

Similarities Differences 
Both texts are to 
welcome users to a 
park. 

Only one has the 
opening hours. 

  
  
  

 
Write three more.  

Inferring 
Neither of these texts tell you that you are 
not welcome, but one makes you feel 
more welcome that the other. Why is 
that? 
 
You are inferring when you use clues 
from the text and your own knowledge to 
build meaning when reading texts. This 
can be represented in the following 
equation- 
 

What I learn from reading + what I 
already know = what I infer. 
 

What language in the first sign makes you 
feel welcome? What visual features of the 
signs influence you?  
 

I think the author of the first sign wants us 
to … 
I think the author of the second sign 
wants us to …. 

Vocabulary – Synonyms 
Read the sentences from the text 
below. 
Remove the underlined word and 
replace it with a synonym (a word that 
means the same but is spelt 
differently). 
 
1)Littering is prohibited.  
 
2)Our park is a wonderful place. 
 
3)Help us to keep it this way by putting 
all rubbish in the bin before you leave. 
 
4)All children must be accompanied by 
an adult. 
 
 

Revision 
What is something new I have 
learned this week either doing 
schoolwork or at home? 
 
Choose one task that you did this 
week from the list below: 
• Similarities and differences table. 
• Who, what, where etc table. 
• Explanation of the three signs. 
• Making Inferences 
 
How would you explain this task? 
 
How did it help your learning?  
 

 
 
 

 

Reading 
Read the whole text again. 
Read the following statements. Write next to each 
whether the statement is mandatory or 
recommended. 
• Cartwheels are optional 
• Skateboard are not allowed 
• Fines up to $500 apply 
• Enjoy the peace and quiet 

Reading 
Read the signs on the attached sheet.  
Explain what each sign means: 
Sign 1 means…                  Sign 2 
means… 
Sign 3 means…                  Sign 4 
means… 
What additional information did you get 
from the picture and not the words? 

Listening/Viewing 
• Choose a short you-tube clip, tv or 

movie clip, or audio book. 
 

Reading – Nonfiction 
• Read something that is nonfiction. It 

could be a story from a newspaper or 
an information report about an event, 
animal or person. 

 

Purpose and Audience 
• Who most likely wrote each sign? 
• Who is the audience for each? Is this the same or 

different? 
• Where would they be located? 
• Why would people read them? 
• What information do they provide? 
 

Making Connections 
Do you know a park either near where 
you live or somewhere you have visited? 
How is that park used?  
How would you want people to use that 
park? 
Make a sign for that park.  
Think about the message you want to 
share with the park users.  

After reading/writing activity  
Think about the you-tube clips, tv or 
movie clips or audio books you have 
read so far this term. Do you think 
there is a pattern to the 
reading/viewing choices you make?  
What is that pattern? 
If there isn’t a pattern, try and explain 
why there isn’t a pattern. 

After reading/writing activity 
What is the author trying to tell you? 
Why is the author telling you that? 
Is it said clearly? 
How might the author have written it 
more clearly?  

Independent Reading.  



Read the books that your teacher has sent home for you to read. If you finish these, choose your own texts to read.  
They are the right level for you if you when read the first page there are no more than five tricky words. 



 



 

Park Sign 1                                                                                                                     Park Sign 2                                                                Park Sign 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Park sign 4 

 


