
Year 4 - English - Learn from home timetable – Week 1  
Spelling Focus - ________, prepositional phrases, summarising and ‘right there’ questions. 

Priority Tasks 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Spelling - Introduction 
This week’s spelling focus is 
____________ 

 
_________________________________ 

- Read the spelling rule/explanation 
- Read through the spelling list 
- Look for any patterns you can see.  
- Can you think of any other words that 

use this week’s spelling focus? Write 
them in your learning journal 

 

Spelling – Exploring sound 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Pick 10 words and look for 2- 3 smaller words from 

the letters in each word. 
• Write your words in alphabetical order.                                 
• Choose 5 words and illustrate them. 
• Get a friend to whisper your words for you to write 

out. 
• Choose 5 words and write 3 rhyming words for 

each. 
• Annotate/label 5 words (letters, sounds, blends, 

digraphs, trigraphs, prefixes, suffixes etc)  
• Choose 5 words and add, delete or change parts of 

the word to make new words. (e.g. grow = throw.  
Throw = three) 

• Create a scrabble style poster of your words 

Spelling – Exploring meaning 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Write ‘what word am I questions’ for 5 of 

your words. 
• Choose 5 words and write dictionary 

meaning             
• Choose 5 words and write their meaning in 

your own words.  
• Choose 10 words and write synonyms 

and antonyms for each.  
• Choose 5 words and research their origin. 
• Play word Bingo in a small group  
• Word families. Write out the base word 

and create a word family by adding 
different prefixes and suffixes.  

Spelling - Applying 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Write a short story using as many words 

from your word list as you can.  
• Choose 5 words and put them into 

interesting sentences.   
• Write a short story using as many words 

as you can. 
• Write a persuasive paragraph using as 

many words as you can. 
• Write a poem using as many words as 

you can. 
 

Spelling – Checking for learning 
• Have your caregiver say your spelling 

words for you to write independently. 
Together, have a look at what you 
wrote and discuss how you went.  

Vocabulary 
• For the following 4 vocab words: 

- Circle the base word and underline the 
suffix 
- write out the meaning if you know it or 
look it up on-line or in a dictionary and 
write that definition in your learning 
journal. 

careless 
peaceful 

complained 
prevention 

__________________________________ 
Reading 

• Take out the story of Lightning and Thunder.   
• Skim the page and predict what the text will 

be about. 
• Read the text and circle any words/phrases 

you are unsure of 
• Apply your code breaking strategies and use 

contextual clues to try and work it out. Ask an 
adult if you are unsure.  

Prepositions 
A preposition is a linking word in a sentence used to 
show where things are in time or space. Prepositions 
are generally placed before the noun to which they are 
referring in a sentence. Examples of prepositions 
include the words in, on, at, under, behind, between, 
beyond, before, after, during, toward, into, along, 
across, through, above, below, beneath etc 
 

Look at the following sentences and underline the 
prepositions. The first one is done for you. 
1. The spider was under the table. 
2. Keep the dog on the chain when you walk it. 
3. The bird flew over the rooftops. 
4. They took a walk up the mountainside. 
5. The vase is placed over the fireplace. 
6. The car is parked beside the fence. 
7. The dog is asleep under his bed. 
8. She is sitting near the fire. 

Prepositional phrases 
A prepositional phrase is a group of 
words consisting of a preposition, its 
object, and any words that modify the 
object. 
Eg   At home, _________  . 
       Under the warm blanket, 
__________ . 
       Along the busy highway, 
__________  . 
Colour the parts of the following 
propositional phrases to show the 
preposition, object and any modifiers.  
 

1. In the weedy garden, _______ . 
2. Beside the bathroom door, ________ . 
3. During the football game, _________. 
4. Beyond the dark forest, __________. 
5. Across the horse paddock, _________ 
. 
6. Before the ferocious cyclone hit, 
______ . 
7. Creeping out of his room, ___ .  

Starting sentences with preposition 
Prepositional phrases used at the start 
of sentences help the reader to 
understand where and/or when 
something is occurring. E.g. ‘After the 
final buzzer sounded, the entire 
stadium roared with excitement’. When 
using prepositional phrases at the start 
of a sentence, be sure to place a 
comma afterwards.  
 

Write two prepositional phrases for the 
following stimulus pictures in your 
learning journal. 

    

 

Quick Write 
Write your own short story using the 
following stimulus picture.  

 
Challenge 
- Start at least one sentence with a 

prepositional phrase 
- Try and incorporate this week’s vocab 

words. 

Reading 
• Re-read yesterday’s text again. 
• Take note of the punctuation and ensure you 

understand what is occurring.  

Reading 
• Re-read the text for the last time.  
• This time, read the text aloud, using 

expression and fluency.  

Listening/Viewing 
• Choose a short you-tube clip, tv or 

movie clip, or audio book. 

Reading – Nonfiction 
• Read something that is nonfiction. It 

could be a story from a newspaper or an 
information report about an event, animal 
or person.  

 

Writing task 
Complete a 5 W chart and summarise the 
text in your learning journal. 
 

Who  
What  
When  
Where  
Why  

 

After reading/writing activity 
• Answer the following ‘Right There’ questions in 

your learning journal. 
1) What were the names of the two sheep? 
2) Where did the sheep live? 
3) Who ordered thunder and lightning to live in the  
     bush? 
4) What did Lightning set fire to? 
5) Who shouted at Lightning to stop? 
 Challenge questions 

After reading/writing activity 
• Highlight the prepositions and 

prepositional phrases in the story.  
 
• Write a paragraph explaining why you 

think dreamtime stories, folk tales 
from different culture and fables with 
moral messages are important.   

After reading/writing activity  
Use the following question starters to 
design ‘Right There’ questions about 
what you just viewed.  

• When is/was/did... ?  
• Who is/was/did/are.. ?  
• What is/was/did/does / kind... ?  
• Where is/was/does... ?  
• When does this story take place? 
• How many…? 
• Name… 

After reading/writing activity 
• Summarise this text. Use the following 

table to help you.  
The main idea of 
this text was… 

 

One supporting 
detail is… 

 

Another 
supporting detail 
is… 

 



 

6) What did the king hope to achieve by sending 
Thunder and lightning away? 
7) In the last paragraph, his angry ‘fire’ refers to 
what? 

Ask someone in your house these 
questions.  

Write the summary out in full in your at 
home learning journal. 

Independent Reading.  
Read the books that your teacher has sent home for you to read. If you finish these, choose your own texts to read.  

They are the right level for you if you when read the first page there are a couple, but no more than five, tricky words. 



 

Year 4 - English - Learn from home timetable – Week 2 
Spelling Focus - ________, Adverbs and adverbial phrases, text-to-text connections and ‘Think and Search’ questions. 



Priority Tasks 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Spelling - Introduction 

This week’s spelling focus is ____________ 
 
_________________________________ 

- Read the spelling rule/explanation 
- Read through the spelling list 
- Look for any patterns you can see.  
- Can you think of any other words that 

use this week’s spelling focus? Write 
them in your learning journal 

 

Spelling – Exploring sound 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Pick 10 words and look for 2- 3 smaller words from the 

letters in each word. 
• Write your words in alphabetical order.                                 
• Choose 5 words and illustrate them. 
• Get a friend to whisper your words for you to write out. 
• Choose 5 words and write 3 rhyming words for each. 
• Annotate/label 5 words (letters, sounds, blends, 

digraphs, trigraphs, prefixes, suffixes etc)  
• Choose 5 words and add, delete or change parts of the 

word to make new words. (e.g. grow = throw.  Throw = 
three) 

• Create a scrabble style poster of your words 

Spelling – Exploring meaning 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Write ‘what word am I questions’ for 5 of your words. 
• Choose 5 words and write dictionary meaning             
• Choose 5 words and write their meaning in your own 

words.  
• Choose 10 words and write synonyms and 

antonyms for each.  
• Choose 5 words and research their origin. 
• Play word Bingo in a small group  
• Word families. Write out the base word and create 

a word family by adding different prefixes and 
suffixes.  

Spelling - Applying 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Write a short story using as many words 

from your word list as you can.  
• Choose 5 words and put them into 

interesting sentences.   
• Write a short story using as many words as 

you can. 
• Write a persuasive paragraph using as many 

words as you can. 
• Write a poem using as many words as you 

can. 
 

Spelling – Checking for learning 
• Have your caregiver say your spelling 

words for you to write independently. 
Together, have a look at what you wrote 
and discuss how you went.  

Vocabulary 
• For the following 4 vocab words: 

- Circle the base word and underline the 
suffix where appropriate 
- write out the meaning if you know it or look 
it up on-line or in a dictionary and write that 
definition in your learning journal. 

rapid 
anticipation 

promptly 
spectacularly 

 
Reading 

• Take out the recipe for Spaghetti Bolognese.   
• Skim the page and predict what the text will 

be about. 
• Read the text and circle any words/phrases 

you are unsure of 
• Apply your code breaking strategies and use 

contextual clues to try and work it out. Ask 
an adult if you are unsure.  

 
Text to Text Connections  

Text to text connections are when you 
connect the text you are currently reading to 

another text you have read in the past. 
Connections may be in reference to 

characters, settings, events, plot, themes, 
messages, genre, facts etc.  

 

• Think of another recipe you have 
read/made. Use a Venn diagram to discuss 
what is the same and what is different.  

 

Adverbs 
An adverb is a word that describes a verb, adjective or 
another adverb. It tells us how, where, when, how much or 
how often. Adverbs often end in -ly, but not always. The 
adverbs in the following sentences are in bold.  
 
Tom ran carefully down the hill. (Carefully describes how 
Tom ran) 
Paul sings loudly in the shower. (Loudly describes how Paul 
sung) 
Sue is very tall. (Very describes how tall Sue was) 
She is quite pretty (Quite describes how pretty she was) 
The race finished too quickly. (Too describes how quickly) 
 

Highlight the adverbs in the following sentences.  
1) Sam cheerfully went to footy practice. 
2) Ken occasionally practiced on his piano. 
3) Jim secretly hid his pocket money.  
4) Pam was fairly certain she would win the netball 
game.  
 
Write 3 sentences of you own that contain adverbs. 

Adverbs 
Fill in the blanks with one of the adverbs provided below. 
Record the full sentences in your learning journal.  
 
It was a beautiful summer afternoon with the sun 
shining _______. I ________ phoned my friends asking 
them to come over _____ for a barbecue.  
 

______ making the calls I ______ drove into town to 
buy some food and drink. When I arrived at the shops I 
was _____ surprised at ______   busy it was. Everyone 
must have been shopping for a barbecue! 
 

The first butchers I visited had ______ run out of 
sausages. _____, the next shop had some left so I 
________ bought some. _____, after visiting a few 
more shops I had finished my shopping and was ready 
for the barbecue.  
 
very     finally   brightly   how       excitedly     luckily   
later      hastily      after         quickly      completely  

Reading 
• Take out the text ‘Midnight Adventure’.   
• Skim the page and predict what the text will be about. 
• Read the text and circle any words/phrases you are 

unsure of 
• Apply your code breaking strategies and use contextual 

clues to try and work it out. Ask an adult if you are 
unsure. 

Adverbial phrases 
An adverbial phrase is a multi-word phrase 
that takes the role of a verb in a sentence. 
Adverbial phrases answer the questions that 
describe how, when, where, why or how 
something was done. Read the following 
examples.  
 

John completed the task quite easily.  (This 
adverbial phrase tells us how John completed 
the task).  
 

John completed the task because he wanted 
to make his mum happy.   (This adverbial 
phrase tells us why John completed the task). 
 

John completed the task in the lounge room. 
(This adverbial phrase tells us where John 
completed the task). 
 

John completed the task in the afternoon. 
(This adverbial phrase tells us when John 
completed the task). 
 
 

Write 4 different adverbial phrases for the 
sentence base – He walked to school. 

Quick Write 
Write your own short story using the 
following stimulus picture.  

 
Challenge 
- Try to incorporate some adverbs and 

adverbial phrases 
- Try and incorporate this week’s vocab 

words. 
 

Reading – Nonfiction 
• Read something that is nonfiction. It could be 

a story from a newspaper or an information 
report about an event, animal or person. 

 
After reading/writing activity 

• Use the following template to write down a 
text-text connection you made with this 
text.  

 

Reading 
• Re-read yesterday’s text again. 

Listening/Viewing 
• Choose a short you-tube clip, tv or 

movie clip, or audio book. 

After reading activity 
• Find all the adverbs in the text and write them in your 

learning journal.   
Think and Search Questions 

• Answer the following ‘Think and Search’ questions for 
the text Spaghetti Bolognese in your learning journal. 

1) Why might you need to bend the spaghetti? 
2) In which step do you add two ingredients? 
3) Why do you need to serve the meal immediately? 

***Write a recipe for your favourite meal using 
appropriate adverbs*** 

After reading activity 
• Find all the adverbs in the text and write them in 

your learning journal.   
 

Think and Search Questions 
• Answer the following ‘Think and Search’ questions for 

the text Midnight Adventure in your learning journal. 
1) Describe the path the group was walking on. 
2)  Why were the children swatting tree branches? 
3) What caused Tessa to yell? 
*** What do you think was going to be over the ridge?*** 

After reading/writing activity  
•  Write a retell of what you just 

viewed/listened to.  
 
 

•   Find all the adverbs in the text 
‘Midnight Adventure’ and write them in 
your learning journal.   

Independent Reading.  
Read the books that your teacher has sent home for you to read. If you finish these, choose your own texts to read.  

They are the right level for you if you when read the first page there are a couple, but no more than five, tricky words. 



` 

 



 
Year 4 - English - Learn from home timetable – Week 3 

Spelling Focus - ________, direct and indirect speech, visualising and ‘Author and Me’ questions. 
Priority Tasks 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Spelling - Introduction 

This week’s spelling focus is ____________ 
 
_________________________________ 

- Read the spelling rule/explanation 
- Read through the spelling list 
- Look for any patterns you can see.  
- Can you think of any other words that 

use this week’s spelling focus? Write 
them in your learning journal 

 

Spelling – Exploring sound 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Pick 10 words and look for 2- 3 smaller words from the 

letters in each word. 
• Write your words in alphabetical order.                                 
• Choose 5 words and illustrate them. 
• Get a friend to whisper your words for you to write out. 
• Choose 5 words and write 3 rhyming words for each. 
• Annotate/label 5 words (letters, sounds, blends, digraphs, 

trigraphs, prefixes, suffixes etc)  
• Choose 5 words and add, delete or change parts of the word 

to make new words. (e.g. grow = throw.  Throw = three) 
• Create a scrabble style poster of your words 

Spelling – Exploring meaning 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Write ‘what word am I questions’ for 5 of your 

words. 
• Choose 5 words and write dictionary meaning             
• Choose 5 words and write their meaning in your 

own words.  
• Choose 10 words and write synonyms and 

antonyms for each.  
• Choose 5 words and research their origin. 
• Play word Bingo in a small group  
• Word families. Write out the base word and 

create a word family by adding different 
prefixes and suffixes.  

Spelling - Applying 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Write a short story using as many words 

from your word list as you can.  
• Choose 5 words and put them into 

interesting sentences.   
• Write a short story using as many words as 

you can. 
• Write a persuasive paragraph using as many 

words as you can. 
• Write a poem using as many words as you 

can. 
 

Spelling – Checking for learning 
• Have your caregiver say your spelling 

words for you to write independently. 
Together, have a look at what you wrote 
and discuss how you went.  

Vocabulary 
• For the following 4 vocab words: 

- Circle the base word and underline the 
suffix where appropriate 
- write out the meaning if you know it 
or look it up on-line or in a dictionary 
and write that definition in your 
learning journal. 

approaching 
communal 
cautiously 

honour 
__________________________________ 

Reading 
• Take out the text ‘The Outsider’  
• Skim the page and predict what the text will 

be about. 
• Read the text and circle any words/phrases 

you are unsure of 
• Apply your code breaking strategies and use 

contextual clues to try and work it out. Ask 
an adult if you are unsure.  

Direct Speech 
Direct speech repeats or quotes the exact words 
someone has spoken. When we use direct speech in 
writing, we place the words spoken between quotation 
marks (" ") and there is no change in these words. We 
may be reporting something that's being said now or 
telling someone later about a previous conversation. See 
examples below: 
- She said, "What time will you be home?" and I said, "I 

don't know! " 
- "The sky is falling!" screamed Chicken Lickin’. 
- "There's an elephant outside the window" said John. 

 

Write an example of direct speech for each of the 
following stimulus pictures. 

                   

Reported (indirect) speech 
Reported or indirect speech is usually used to talk 
about the past, so we normally change the tense 
of the words spoken. We use reporting verbs like 
'say', 'tell', 'ask', and we may use the word 'that' to 
introduce the reported words. Inverted commas 
are not used. See examples below: 
- She said that she hadn’t seen him.  
- He told me that he was tired.  
- He told us about his Grandpa’s medals.  
 

Turn the following direct speech into indirect 
speech. The first two are done for you.  
 

She said “I can swim”.             “I must go” he said. 
She said she could swim.         He said he had to go. 
 

“The library is closed” he said. 
 

“My friend is helping me read” she said 

Write this comic strip out as a paragraph 
using direct and indirect speech.  

 

Quick Write 
Write your own short story using the 
following stimulus picture.  

 
Challenge 
- Use at least one example of direct or 

indirect speech 
- Try and incorporate this week’s vocab 

words. 

Reading 
• Re-read yesterday’s text again. 
• Take note of the punctuation and ensure you 

understand what is occurring.  

Reading 
• Re-read the text for the last time.  
• This time, read the text aloud, using 

expression and fluency.  

Listening/Viewing 
• Choose a short you-tube clip, tv or 

movie clip, or audio book. 

Reading – Nonfiction 
• Read something that is nonfiction. It could be 

a story from a newspaper or an information 
report about an event, animal or person.  

Visualising  
Draw a picture of what you saw in 
your mind when you read this 
story. Label it with direct evidence 
from the text.   
 
 
 
 

Answering ‘Author and Me’ Questions 
Q1. What is Papa’s attitude toward Hulag? 
 timid but kind                 wary but polite   
 confused but fearful      aggressive and disrespectful 
 

Q2.  Would Hulag’s behaviour when he arrives best be 
described as  
 quiet       confident       unfriendly       aggressive 
 

Q3.  Does Hulag think that Nana 
 is unfriendly                            can be argued with       
can be manipulated               is strong and decisive 
 

** Highlight the examples of direct speech in the text** 

Author and Me questions 
Q4. He doesn’t take his eyes off the approaching 
figure.  
“Get Nana” He tells Miki. 
These sentences help to  
 create tension        provide clarity 
 indicate surprise    resolve a conflict 
 
Q5. In the last sentence, Hulag is referred to as This 
man. The main purpose of this is to show that 
 he is different from papa 
 The villagers have not heard his name 
 He is being kept at a distance by the villagers 
 He has gained the respect of the villagers 

After reading/writing activity  
 

Write a retell of what you just 
viewed/listened to. 

Visualising 
Draw a picture of what you saw in your mind 
when you read this text. Label it with direct 
evidence from the text.   

 
Independent Reading.  

Read the books that your teacher has sent home for you to read. If you finish these, choose your own texts to read.  
They are the right level for you if you when read the first page there are a couple, but no more than five, tricky words. 



 



Year 4 - English - Learn from home timetable – Week 4 
Spelling Focus - ________, pronoun referencing, Think and Search’ questions and summarising. 

Priority Tasks 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Spelling - Introduction 
This week’s spelling focus is ____________ 

 
_________________________________ 

- Read the spelling rule/explanation 
- Read through the spelling list 
- Look for any patterns you can see.  
- Can you think of any other words that 

use this week’s spelling focus? Write 
them in your learning journal 

 

Spelling – Exploring sound 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Pick 10 words and look for 2- 3 smaller words from the 

letters in each word. 
• Write your words in alphabetical order.                                 
• Choose 5 words and illustrate them. 
• Get a friend to whisper your words for you to write out. 
• Choose 5 words and write 3 rhyming words for each. 
• Annotate/label 5 words (letters, sounds, blends, 

digraphs, trigraphs, prefixes, suffixes etc)  
• Choose 5 words and add, delete or change parts of the 

word to make new words. (e.g. grow = throw.  Throw = 
three) 

• Create a scrabble style poster of your words 

Spelling – Exploring meaning 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Write ‘what word am I questions’ for 5 of your words. 
• Choose 5 words and write dictionary meaning             
• Choose 5 words and write their meaning in your own 

words.  
• Choose 10 words and write synonyms and antonyms for 

each.  
• Choose 5 words and research their origin. 
• Play word Bingo in a small group  
• Word families. Write out the base word and create a 

word family by adding different prefixes and suffixes.  

Spelling - Applying 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Write a short story using as many words from 

your word list as you can.  
• Choose 5 words and put them into interesting 

sentences.   
• Write a short story using as many words as 

you can. 
• Write a persuasive paragraph using as many 

words as you can. 
• Write a poem using as many words as you 

can. 
 

Spelling – Checking for learning 
• Have your caregiver say your 

spelling words for you to write 
independently. Together, have a 
look at what you wrote and discuss 
how you went.  

Vocabulary 
• For the following 4 vocab words: 

- Circle the base word and underline 
any prefixes or suffixes if appropriate. 
- write out the meaning if you know it 
or look it up on-line or in a dictionary 
and write that definition in your 
learning journal. 
 

relentless 
unwillingly 

delicate 
produce 

 
__________________________________ 

Reading 
• Take out the story ‘Trumpet Troubles’.   
• Skim the page and predict what the text will 

be about. 
• Read the text and circle any words/phrases 

you are unsure of 
• Apply your code breaking strategies and use 

contextual clues to try and work it out. Ask 
an adult if you are unsure.  

Pronoun referencing  
A pronoun is a word that replaces the subject in a 
sentence.  
 

Personal pronouns are used for a specific object or 
person. E.g. He bought an ice block.  
Below is a table of personal pronouns. 
 

I, me, my, mine, myself 
you, your, yours, yourself 
he, him, his, himself 
she, her, hers, herself 
it, its, itself 
we, us, our, ours, ourselves 
you, your, yours, yourselves 
they, them, their, theirs, themselves 

 

• Read through this week’s text and circle all the 
personal pronouns.  

Relative pronouns 
Relative pronouns are used to join or relate two different 
clauses together by referring to the noun is the previous 
clause. E.g.  
 

The relative pronouns are: 
Who/whom – refers to a person 
Whose – used for possessions of people or animals 
Which – refers to an animal or thing 
What – refers to a non-living thing 
That – refers to a person, animal or thing  
 

Fill in the gaps with the correct relative pronoun and write 
the sentences in full in your learning journal. 
 

1) The man _____ called yesterday want to buy the house. 
2) The lady _____ we met in France has sent us a postcard. 
3) I love the puppy ______ is jumping in the window. 
4) The chef _____ you criticised has written you a letter in 
reply. 
5) She is a person ______ opinion I respect.   

Demonstrative pronouns 
Demonstrative pronouns are used to show or 
identify one or a number of nouns that may be 
far or near in distance or time.  

 singular plural 
Near this these 
far that those 

 

 
Fill in the gaps with the correct demonstrative 
pronoun and write the sentences in 
your learning journal.  
1) ________ is a bone.   
2) ________ are pine trees.         
3) ________ is a rainbow.    
4) ________ are my guinea pigs. 

Quick Write 
Write your own short story using the 
following stimulus picture.  

 
 Challenge 
- Utilise pronouns to ensure your 

writing is cohesive (fluent and 
makes sense). 

- Try and incorporate this week’s 
vocab words. 

 
Reading 

• Re-read yesterday’s text, “Trumpet Troubles’ 
aloud. 

• Take note of the punctuation and read with 
expression and fluency.   

Reading 
• Take out the text ‘Chocolate Trees’.   
• Skim the page and predict what the text will be about. 
• Read the text and circle any words/phrases you are 

unsure of and apply your code breaking strategies  

Listening/Viewing 
• Choose a short you-tube clip, tv or movie 

clip, or audio book. 

Reading – Nonfiction 
• Read something that is nonfiction. It could 

be a story from a newspaper or an 
information report about an event, animal 
or person.  

Writing task 
Complete a 5 W chart and summarise the 
text in your learning journal. 
 

Who  

What  

When  

Where  

Why  
 

Think and Search questions 
Answer the following questions in your learning 

journal. 
1)What is the purpose of the first paragraph?  
 to tell the reader about Tilly’s character  
 to show how early Tilly had to get up 
 to introduce the location for the story  
 to establish a gloomy mood 
 
2)Why does Tilly lean forward as she climbs onto the bus?  
 to get her trumpet and backpack out of the rain  
to save herself from slipping on the steps  
 to stop herself from falling backwards  
 to prevent her bag being caught in the doors 

Think and Search questions 
Answer the following questions in your learning 

journal. 
 

1) What are oval shaped like footballs? 
2) What helps to improve the seed flavour? 
3) Why shouldn’t people climb cocoa trees? 
4) At which stage do you get cocoa beans? 
5) Why might someone say chocolate is like fruit?  
 

After reading/writing activity  
Re-read ‘Chocolate Trees’ and circle all the 
relative pronouns and underline any 
demonstrative pronouns.  
 
*** Write a persuasive paragraph arguing 

that chocolate is either good or bad for 
you. *** 

After reading/writing activity 
Create a timeline, diagram or picture 
to explain to someone else in the 
house what you just learnt about. 
 

   

Independent Reading.  
Read the books that your teacher has sent home for you to read. If you finish these, choose your own texts to read.  

They are the right level for you if you when read the first page there are a couple, but no more than five, tricky words. 



 



 

Year 4 - English - Learn from home timetable – Week 5 
Spelling Focus - ________, word play in poetry (nonsense words, spoonerisms and neologisms) 

Priority Tasks 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Spelling - Introduction 
This week’s spelling focus is ____________ 

 
_________________________________ 

- Read the spelling rule/explanation 
- Read through the spelling list 
- Look for any patterns you can see.  
- Can you think of any other words that 

use this week’s spelling focus? Write 
them in your learning journal 

 

Spelling – Exploring sound 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Pick 10 words and look for 2- 3 smaller words from the 

letters in each word. 
• Write your words in alphabetical order.                                 
• Choose 5 words and illustrate them. 
• Get a friend to whisper your words for you to write out. 
• Choose 5 words and write 3 rhyming words for each. 
• Annotate/label 5 words (letters, sounds, blends, digraphs, 

trigraphs, prefixes, suffixes etc)  
• Choose 5 words and add, delete or change parts of the 

word to make new words. (e.g. grow = throw.  Throw = 
three) 

• Create a scrabble style poster of your words 

Spelling – Exploring meaning 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Write ‘what word am I questions’ for 5 of your 

words. 
• Choose 5 words and write dictionary meaning             
• Choose 5 words and write their meaning in your 

own words.  
• Choose 10 words and write synonyms and 

antonyms for each.  
• Choose 5 words and research their origin. 
• Play word Bingo in a small group  
• Word families. Write out the base word and 

create a word family by adding different prefixes 
and suffixes.  

Spelling - Applying 
Choose from the following activities: 
• Write a short story using as many words 

from your word list as you can.  
• Choose 5 words and put them into 

interesting sentences.   
• Write a short story using as many words 

as you can. 
• Write a persuasive paragraph using as 

many words as you can. 
• Write a poem using as many words as 

you can. 
 

Spelling – Checking for learning 
• Have your caregiver say your spelling 

words for you to write independently. 
Together, have a look at what you 
wrote and discuss how you went.  

Vocabulary 
• For the following 3 vocab words: 

- Circle the base word and underline any 
prefixes or suffixes if appropriate. 
- write out the meaning if you know it or 
look it up on-line or in a dictionary and 
write that definition in your learning 
journal. 

 
sensible 

cozy 
nonsense 

__________________________________ 
Reading 

• Take out the poem ‘In the Land of Bumbley 
Boo’.   

• Skim the page and predict what the text will 
be about. 

• Read the text and circle any words/phrases 
you are unsure of 

• Apply your code breaking strategies and use 
contextual clues to try and work it out. Ask an 
adult if you are unsure.  

• Repeat this process for the poem ‘On the Ning, 
Nang Nong’.  

Nonsense Poems 
A nonsense poem is a humorous or whimsical verse that 

features absurd characters and actions and often contain 
evocative but meaningless nonsense words. Famous 

nonsense authors include Spike Milligan and Lewis Carroll, 
who wrote Alice in Wonderland. 

 
Read back through yesterday’s poems, ‘The Land of 
Bumbley Boo’ and ‘The Ning, Nang Nong’ and complete 
these tasks.  
• Highlight all the words that rhyme 
• Circle the nonsense words 
• What are the nonsense characters and what are they 

doing? 
Have a go at writing you own nonsense poem based on 

‘The Ning Nang Nong” using the template attached. 
Draw a matching picture when you’re done. 

Spoonerisms 
Spoonerisms are words or phrases in which the initial 
sounds, letters or syllables get swapped, often to 
humorous effect. This can happen accidentally as a 
slip of the tongue. For example, instead of saying 
“take a shower” someone might accidently say 
“Shake a tower”. 
 

Try to figure out the real meaning of these 
spoonerisms and write them in your learning 

journal. 
• Belly jeans = ______________ 
• I hit my bunny phone = __________ 
• Know your blows = ___________ 
• A lack of pies = ____________ 

Neologisms  
A neologism is a newly coined word or 
expression.  An example of a neologism 
is the word webinar, for a seminar on 
the web or internet.  
 

Below is a list of Neologisms. Try and 
work out their meaning and record 
them in your learning journal.  
• Chillax                    • staycation 
• Workaholic           • brunch 
• E-mail                    • emoticon 
Try and think of some other neologisms 
you have heard and list them in your 
journal. 

Quick Write 
Write your own short story using the 
following stimulus picture.  

 
Challenge 
- Try and include one neologism 
- Try and incorporate this week’s vocab 

words. 

Reading 
•   Take out the poem “Jabberwocky”   
•   Skim the page and predict what the text will be about. 
• Read the text and circle any words/phrases you are 

unsure of 
• Apply your code breaking strategies and use contextual 

clues to try and work it out. Ask an adult if you are 
unsure.  

Reading 
•  Take out the poem ‘The Funny Bamily’ 
•  Skim the page and predict what the text will be 

about. 
• Read the text and circle any words/phrases you are 

unsure of 
• Apply your code breaking strategies and use 

contextual clues to try and work it out. Ask an adult 
if you are unsure. 

• Repeat this process for the poem ‘The Pee Little 
Thrigs”. 

Listening/Viewing 
• Choose a short you-tube clip, tv or 

movie clip, or audio book. 

Reading – Nonfiction 
• Read something that is nonfiction. It 

could be a story from a newspaper or an 
information report about an event, 
animal or person.  

After reading task 
• Draw a picture of the Land of Bumbley Boo 

or the Ning, Nang, Nong. 
• Write a response to the following questions 
1) What do you think is the purpose of these 

texts? 
2) Who is the audience? 
3) Could either of these places be real? 
Why/why not? 
4)  Did you like these poems? Why/why not? 

After reading/writing activity 
In your learning journal, draw what you saw when you 
read the Jabberwocky.   
 
Write a response to the following questions 
• What is the purpose? 
• Who is the audience? 
• What do you think it is about? 
• Did you like this poem? Why/why not? 

After reading/writing activity 
• Take some time to reverse the initial sounds to 

ensure you understand the meaning of each 
text.  
 

• Have a go at writing your own spoonerisms. 
(write a phrase in its normal state, then swap 
the initial sounds) 

 

• See if you can use this skill to write your own 
short poem using spoonerisms.  

After reading/writing activity  
Write a summary of what you just 
viewed/listened to. You might like to 
use one of these templates to help you. 

 

After reading/writing activity 
Write 10 quiz questions that you could ask 
some at home, about what you just read. 
 

Independent Reading.  
Read the books that your teacher has sent home for you to read. If you finish these, choose your own texts to read.  

They are the right level for you if you when read the first page there are a couple, but no more than five, tricky words. 
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Nonsense Poem                                                                                   
 

On the ________, ____________, ________  

 

On the ________, ____________, ________  

where the _______ go ________ 

and the _______ all say Boo! 

There’s a ______, ________, ________ 

where the _________ go ________ 

and the tea pots _______, _________, _________. 

 On the ________, ____________, ________  

all the _________ go _______ 

And you just can’t catch them when they do! 
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