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“Never see a need without doing 
something about it.” - Mary 

MacKillop 

 

 

Vision—We are an 

inclusive 

community 

committed to high   

levels of learning for 

all. 

Important for  
Start of school 

Important for this 

week: 

 

 Allora State School 

Disco Friday 9th 

March  

 School Photo Orders 

due Wed 14th March 

 Cross Country Clifton 

Tuckshop Orders due 

Wed 14th March 

 

 

 

 

St Patrick’s School – A 
Nut Aware School.  
We are aware that  chil-
dren may have a severe 

anaphylactic  
reaction to 
peanuts. Par-
ents are re-
quested to be 

diligent with items 
packed in lunch boxes. 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Have your Say– The school is undergoing the very exciting process of reviewing its school  
mission statement. This is a very important review of the school’s direction. In simple terms, a 
school’s mission should explain ‘how we do things around here’. As times change, so should a 
school’s mission.  

Your feedback in this process is very important. An anonymous, short, three question electronic 
survey has been emailed to you. Your responses will be gathered and analysed before being 
used to inform the writing process.  If you did not receive this email please let the office know 
and we will endeavour to get one to you. We look forward to reading your responses. 

Reading Update— You might recall that last year we began a clear and intentional focus on  
implementing an aligned approach to teaching reading across our school. 

This year, the same focus on reading continues with teachers participating in professional  
learning focused on research-based, best practice. This professional learning includes direct  
instruction and learning, coaching and team conversations about the best ways to progress all 
students.  

Teachers (classroom and learning support) and school officers, are all engaging enthusiastically 
and professionally in this process because we believe we can make a real difference to the  
reading abilities of all students. 

Our School Student 
Protection Contacts:  
Miss Donnelly and  
  Mr Maher 

God Bless 

 

 

 

 

Tyronne Maher 

Principal 

“He (she) that loves reading has everything within 
his (her) reach.” 

 William Godwin 
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/william_godwin_205694?

src=t_reading 

Assessment and identification 

Students’ abilities and needs in relation to reading are 
identified through various reading assessments. This 
helps in the identification of those children that need 
extending as well as identifying those children that may 
be ‘at risk’ of not achieving age related benchmarks.  
Each term we reflect on this element to determine the 
impact teaching is having on the learner before  

continuing the cycle. 

Planning for instruction 

The second element of the cycle 
involves teacher  

planning to address needs of all 
students. This  

includes teachers working with 
our learning support teacher to 
plan intervention strategies to 
progress  

students that are struggling. 
This will also include contacting 

parents to highlight the needs of 
their children. 

Teaching 

The next element is teaching 
reading in a way that  
addresses the needs of all 
students; based on  
research based, best prac-
tices. This includes  
scheduled professional 
conversations to reflect on 
what is working (achieving 
best improvement) and 
coaching and feedback  
sessions with the goal of  
developing teacher instruction. 

Our cyclical process 
of teaching reading 
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School News 
Change to PE lessons for this 
week— yrs 1-6 students are 
asked to wear their sports  
uniforms on Thursday and Friday 
of this week  as physical  
education lessons will be taught 
on Thursday. 

Curriculum Modifications— Our 
teachers are working  
collaboratively to identify those 
students who require additional 
modification to their curriculum 
so that goals in their specific 
area/s of need can be created 
and worked towards. In the 
coming weeks, parents will be asked to attend meetings so that the intent of  
interventions and the processes behind these can be clearly explained. 

Student of the Week 

Term 1 Week 6 

 

Cunningham  -  

Seth Donovan for a 

wonderful work ethic. 

 

Dalrymple  -  

Alana burton for working 

diligently and contributing 

some wonderful ideas in 

class discussions. 

 

Glengallan  -  

Jack Phelan for excellent 

participation in class 

discussions. 

 

Mary Mackillop Award  - 

Inclusive. 

 

Cunningham -  

 Gus Nolan 

Dalrymple  -  

 Ivy Coker 

Glengallan  -  

 Aliza Schelbach 

 

MERIT CERTIFICATE 

 

Maggie Philp from 

Cunningham 

Assembly Roster  

Term 1 Friday’s 8.45am 

Week 7: Year 6 Leaders 

Week 8: You Can Do It  

Week 9: No Assembly 

Week 10: Easter Liturgy  

 (Thursday) 

 
School Masses – Term 1  

Family and friends are 

invited to share with their 

children the following  

celebrations: 

 

Friday 16th March –  

9.30am St Patrick’s Mass 

 

Thursday 29th March 

12 noon Easter Liturgy 

Congratulations to Tom, Molly, Jack, Emilia and Cassie for their 

hard work in learning their sight and high frequency words. 

 

 

Students in Talgai have 
been engaged in a  

variety of activities around the concept of 
families. Thanks to parents for helping in 
the completion of ‘The Family Tree’  
homework. We used this information to  
discuss different family structure, and  
 
children enjoyed participating in follow-up 
activities including art and craft activities.   

During activities, students have also been learning to work productively in groups. 
The Year One children have willingly and effectively accepted their leadership roles 
while the Prep children have appreciated the support needed to work well in groups.  

Talgai News 
Learning Fun 

 ‘Get-a-long’ maximizes the effectiveness of a learning  
community. It allows all of us to focus on the learning without 

distraction. ‘Get-a-long’ requires everyone to contribute in a positive way. One party 
cannot make all the effort, all parties must be willing to sort out issues. We encourage 
students to look at issues from the outside to identify their contributions as positive or 
negative. 

You Can Do It! 

According to the experts, children need to learn 2000-3000 new 
words each year, and each new word needs to be encountered 12 

times before it becomes part of their vocabulary. Talking and reading to children are  
initially the most effective methods to ensure children increase their vocabulary. To  
further develop, independent reading a major role in exposing children to a wide variety 
of words. 

Did you know? 

A big ‘thumbs up’ to Cassie Ryan for taking it upon herself to 
make sure that one of the prep students (who recently started 

travelling by bus from school) managed to link up to his correct bus at the State School.  

Well done, Arthur and Tom, for putting in the effort to practice and read at the Family 
Mass on Sunday. 

Students of the week 
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Reading Update—How do we teach reading? 

Parish News 

LITURGY TIMES 

1
ST

 SUNDAY OF MONTH –  

MASS 9AM 

2
ND

, 3
RD

 SUNDAY OF 

MONTH – MASS 6pm  

4
TH

, 5
TH

 SUNDAY OF 
MONTH – LITURGY OF THE 

WORD – 9 AM 

 

 

 

Trivia Night 2018 
Organizing has just begun for this year's Trivia Night and for any new parents it is our main P&F 
fundraiser for the year. If you could help in any of the following ways please let me know via 
email alana.deehan@bigpond.com or text to 0421 208654 

 If you know of any businesses that may by potential sponsors 

 If you are able to help out with promoting the event; this is mostly emailing newspapers,  
        free listings etc. 

Thanks Alana 

Next P & F Meeting Wednesday 21st March  

7pm in the Library. All are welcome. 

Volunteer Induction - 
We are extremely  
fortunate at St Patrick’s 
to have a very active 
group of community 
members who  
enthusiastically give of 
their time to assist our 
students in the  
development of their 
reading skills.  

The 2018 Induction 
Training for Volunteers 
will take place next  
Thursday, 15th March at 
9am in the Library. We 
invite new and existing 
volunteers to attend. 
Please RSVP your  
attendance to the school 
office by telephone on 
4666 3551. 

Parent/teacher meetings—Parent interviews are a welcome part of the parent 
engagement process. Please be reminded however, that concerns about learn-
ing are to always be raised with the teacher first. When making an appointment 
you may request that the learning support teacher and/or principal attend. 
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DATE CLAIMERS- 2018 
7 Mar  Rugby league Trials, Clifton 

8 Mar PE lessons—Sports uniform 

14 Mar Return Cross Country meal and transport 

  forms. 

16 Mar Hockey trials 

22 Mar School Photos 

23 Mar Cross Country— 9:30am - 12:30pm, Clifton 

  Golf Course - private transport required - 

  tuck shop available  

28 Mar Central Downs—Tennis 

29 Mar Term 1 Ends 

30 Mar Good Friday 

1 Apr Easter Sunday 

2 Apr Easter Monday 

 

17Apr Term 2 Starts 

18 Apr Central Downs—Cross Country 

25 Apr ANZAC Day (School Closed) 

7 May Labor Day (School Closed) 

18 May Gala Day—Soccer, Netball and League 

25 May Gala Day2—Soccer, Netball and League 

29 June Term 2 Ends 

16 July Term 3 Starts 

3 Aug  Bishop’s Professional Development day   

  (School Closed) 

21 Sept Term 3 Ends  

What’s Happening? 

SCHOOL BELL TIMES 

8.40am Start of School 

10.50am Break start 

11.30am Break finish 

1.30pm Snack start 

1.50pm Snack finish 

2.50pm Pack up 

2.55pm End of School 

 

UNIFORM DAYS 

Monday — Formal 

Tuesday — Formal 

Wednesday – Sports  

Thursday – Formal 

Friday – Sports  

Happy Birthday for 
this week to: 

 
Reagan Pendergast 

 

Cross Country Preparations— 23rd March 
9:30am—12:30pm-  This year we will combine 
again with the St Francis de Sales staff and students 
of Clifton at  the Clifton Golf Course for our cross 
country event.  Private transport will be required to 
and from the event and lunch will be available for 
order and purchase. A Clifton tuckshop order form 
attached—family orders to the school office. 

Distances for children wishing to compete in the 
competitive events are listed below; 

Children born 2013/2012 (5/6)  will run 500m;  
children born 2011/2010 (7/8) will run 1km;  
children born 2009/2008(9, 10)will run 2km; and 
children born 2007/2006 (11,12) will run 3km.  

Weekly on Wednesday  

(term time) 

Parish meeting room 

9am to 11am 

All welcome! 
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