
Frequently Asked  

Questions 
Q- Is St Patrick’s Allora a ‘Private School’? 

 A- No. St Patrick’s Allora is a Catholic school 

and its day to day operation relies on state and feder-

al government funding and the fees paid by our fami-

lies each term. ‘Private Schools’ can cost more as 

much of their operation relies heavily on student’s 

fees. 

Q – Does my family need to be Catholic or have a reli-

gious affiliation in order to attend St Patrick’s?  

 A- No. St Patrick’s is an inclusive and caring 

community that takes enrolments from all belief 

backgrounds. 

Q- I have heard that Catholic 

schools are very expensive. Is 

that right? 

 A- At St Patrick’s 

Allora the cost is $300 per 

term for a single child.  

 This equates to $1200 per 

year or a little over $30 per 

week of a 39 week academic 

year (Queensland Catholic schools 

finish a week earlier than state schools 

in term 4) 

 There are discounts for additional children. 

Fees can be paid fortnightly, monthly or by term. Whichever 

is most convenient for your family. A direct debit form of pay-

ment can also be arranged. 

Fees include many things that may be an extra cost at other 

schools. 

Q- What if I am having difficulty paying my child’s 

fees? 

 A – Everyone occasionally falls on hard 

times. We encourage open and honest communica-

tion between families and our school when such cir-

cumstances arise. A conversation about your circum-

stances is often very helpful. 

Q – Does St Patrick’s School teach the same         

curriculum as government schools?  

 A – Like all schools in Queensland, St Pat-

rick’s follows the Australian Curriculum as set 

from ACARA (Australian Curriculum, Assessment 

and Reporting Authority).   

 Like other independent and Catholic schools in 

Queensland, St Patrick’s is required to report to the 

Non-State Schools Accreditation Board (NSSAB) every 

5 years. To be recognised as an educational institution 

within Queensland and Australia, we must provide 

evidence of the curriculum taught within the school. 

This is signed off and endorsed by Toowoomba Catho-

lic Schools Office personnel and NSSAB.  

 As part of the Health and Physical Education curric-

ulum, students are also instructed in curriculum 

based lessons on personal safety (‘Student 

Protection Week’) and personal health 

and wellbeing lessons (‘Family 

Week’).  

 In addition to the na-

tional curriculum, students 

at St Patrick’s School re-

ceive instruction in reli-

gious   education.  

 Our highly qualified team 

of teaching professionals and 

school officers, are constantly engaged 

in professional learning experiences that help 

us grow as educators to best cater for the students we 

teach.  

Q – My child has additional learning needs. How 

will my child be supported at St Patrick’s Allora? 

 A – St Patrick’s School is an inclusive and 

caring environment. Our highly professional staff 

of many years combined experience have educated 

children of all needs and from all walks of life. In 

addition to this, our approach to educating chil-

dren with additional needs is strengthened by col-

laboration with expert advisory staff from the Too-

woomba Catholic Schools Office.  

 

 

Q – What do Catholic schools teach in religious 

education lessons? 

 A- St Patrick’s Allora, as with all 31 

schools in the Toowoomba Catholic Diocese, 

follows the Religious Education Curriculum.  

 Like all other subjects, the Religious Education 

curriculum was redesigned in recent years to align 

with the same inquiry based direction of learning 

developed in the new national curriculum.  

 The religious education curriculum, taught by St 

Patrick’s and other catholic schools in the Too-

woomba Diocese, is based on the curriculum devel-

oped by the Brisbane Catholic Education Office. 

 This highly literacy based area of the curriculum 

accounts for 30 minutes of the teaching day. Les-

sons cover many themes such as Christian values, 

peaceful relationships and world religions. 

 Catholic schools start classes half an hour earlier 

each day to accommodate these very important 

lessons. 

 The aim of religious education is to help all stu-

dents of all religious backgrounds to become better 

informed and capable of thinking seriously about 

religion, acquiring knowledge, attitudes, values 

and skills to navigate life.  

 

The work ‘Catholic’ comes 

from the Greek katholikos which is 

the combination of two words: kata- 

concerning, and holos- whole or 

everyone. Therefore the word catho-

lic means concerning everyone. At 

St Patrick’s school we welcome 

everyone ! 


