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Dear Parents,
“Never see a need without doing
something about it.” - Mary
MacKillop

Mission—
We are an inclusive
community
committed to high
levels of learning for
all.
Our School Student
Protection Contacts:
Miss Donnelly and
Mr Maher

Please note:
Term 1 School Fees
Fee payments are now
overdue. Payments
can be made by cash
or cheque to the
school office or by
direct credit into the
school bank account.
If you prefer a regular
direct debit payment
please complete the
required authority
form at the school
office.
Please contact the
school if you wish to
discuss fee payment.
St Patrick’s
School – A
Nut Aware
School.
We are aware that children may have a severe
anaphylactic reaction
to peanuts. Parents are
requested to be diligent
with items packed in
lunch boxes.

Correcting our children — During
the professional planning and
learning days at the beginning of
this term, teachers engaged in a
two day training program based
on Doug Lemov’s ‘Teach Like a
Champion’. One of the strategies
that inspired teachers was the
concept and classroom practice of
‘Formatting’. ‘Formatting’ is the
classroom expectation that students answer in
complete, grammatically correct sentences.

Some Year One
and Year Two
students getting
in some very
important ‘Sight
Word’ practice.

This expectation makes perfect sense towards
growing a child’s learning capacity. It is a has been
said many times over that if our children can say it
then they can write, and if they can write it then they
can read it. As teachers we often observe in a student’s writing
attempts words that they believe actually exist. These habits
develop through a lack of correction. ‘With’ is spelt as ‘wiff’ as a
result of a child pronouncing it that way (excluding here of course
those of our children with speech difficulties). Expecting children to correct ’dunno’ with ‘I don’t
know’ (for example), is simple and helps the child understand that ‘dunno’ is not a word.
This same expectation in regular conversation expands their vocabulary. Children develop their
bank of words through this daily interaction with the people in their lives. Engaging our children in
conversations about their day and their interests (and correcting where necessary) extends their
vocabulary and enhances their learning in reading and writing. ‘Stretching out’ responses from our
children is a good way of doing this. The question—‘How was your day today ?’ - will generally get
the response of ‘Good’ from a child. Stretching this into a conversation is easily achieved by asking;
‘What about it was “good”?’
As teachers we are often asked by parents for strategies to progress their child’s learning. In a world
where more and more time is spent engaged in ‘screen time’ we need to talk more with our
children. Screen devices do not build receptive language in children, interactions with people do.
Start talking more with your child/children and take the time to correct them where necessary (and
appropriate). Our experiences in communication build our children’s learning about language and
its use, both in the spoken and written format.
Family Mass - Sunday the 5th March at 9am sees us having our first family mass in our church. The
first Sunday of every month is a 9am service and once a term, our students and families are asked
to assist in the mass. Everyone is welcome to come and be part of this community. Bring a plate and
share in a cup of tea, or coffee afterwards, while the children have a play. We look forward to
seeing you there.
God Bless

“Teaching is listening, learning is talking.”
Deborah Meier
Tyronne Maher
Principal
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Assembly Roster
Term 1 Friday’s 8.45am
Week 6: Year 6 Leaders
Week 7: Year 6 Leaders
Week 8: No Assembly
Week 9: Year 6 Leaders
Week 10: ‘You Can Do It”
Presentations (Thursday)

School Masses – Term 1
Family and friends are
invited to share with their
children the following
celebrations:
Wednesday 1st March
Ash Wednesday Liturgy
9.30am
Friday 17th March –
St Patrick’s Feast
9.30am

School News

Tennis Success— Congratulations
to the eight students that represented our school at the Central
Downs Tennis Carnival last Friday. The students have reported
that it was a great day of fun and competition. Thank you to the
parents that were able to get along to the carnival to supervise
and support the children. Our two teams did very well, with
Team 1 placing 1st and Team 2 placing 2nd out of the eight
competing teams.
Caritas Just Leadership Day Delegates— Elyse, Porscha and
Casey-Lee, through a written application process, were chosen
to represent our school at last Friday’s Caritas ‘Just Leadership
Day‘ gathering. Some of their reflections are included below.
Thank you to Miss Preston in her organization of the students
and to Mrs Peters in volunteering to assist with supervision. We
look forward to hearing about the ideas that they have brought
back to our Minnie Vinnies group.
On Friday I went to Saint Saviour College. I learnt that (because of
the work of Caritas) there are now less poor people in the world. I
had so much fun. – Casey-Lee

On Friday I went to the ‘Just Leadership Day’ in Toowoomba at St
Saviours College. We learnt about how people are living and how
we can help. It was a great day and I’m so glad that I was picked
Happy Birthday to go.— Elyse
this week to: On Friday we watched videos of people who have been helped by
Caritas. They were taught how to plant rice so they could feed
Mia McArthur their families and make things to sell. I really enjoyed the song on
Daniel Fein
the video by ‘Beyonce’. It inspired me to help others. – Porscha

Felicity Nolan
Aliza Schelbach
Claudia Barton
Tom Peters
Gus Nolan

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
AWARDS Term 1 Week 5
Talgai— Molly Williams for
focusing on improving her
learning.
Cunningham —
McKinley Keogh for great
efforts in writing this week
Dalrymple – Brett Shelton for
a mammoth effort in all
tasks.
Glengallan — Mackenzie for
making such an effort to
listen and grow her learning.

Mary MacKillop Award Helpful
Talgai — Seth Donovan
Cunningham Matilda Gasson
Dalrymple - Hally Mutch
Glengallan — Billy Mutch

Tennis Success!

Learning Support News
Around the Classrooms

Matilda, Angus, Archie and McKinley working on their
reading and comprehension strategies.

Gus and William are practicing their
‘Sight Words’.

By Debbie Groombridge

Reading is a very important skill as it underpins all aspects of
school life—we read in every subject. So in our Learning
Support time one of our major focuses is improving student’s
reading and word knowledge. Our younger students have
been working very hard learning their sight words and love
every opportunity to play games with their words. Helping
your children learn their sight words is essential for reading
success. Sight word lists are made up of the most common
words used in English, listed in order of frequency, and include all parts of speech. they must be easily recognized in
order to achieve reading fluency and comprehension. Sight
words are also a vital part of children’s writing.

Helping your child Did you Know?

The first 200 sight words account for about two
thirds of all words used in books, newspapers, and magazines, so it makes sense
that in order to achieve reading mastery and writing success it is important for your child to be able to recognise
these words instantly, without having to stop and decode every word they read.

Making Learning Fun

Learning Sight Words should be fun! There are many games you can play
with your child’s sight words to keep them interested and engaged. A few
you might like to try are: Bingo; Snap; Fish; Old Maid and Memory. Ask your child’s teacher if you need any extra
ideas. Remember we are only too happy to help!
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Parish News
LITURGY TIMES
1ST SUNDAY OF MONTH –
MASS 9AM
ND
2 , 3RD SUNDAY OF
MONTH – MASS 6pm
4TH, 5TH SUNDAY OF
MONTH – LITURGY OF THE
WORD – 9 AM

School Family Mass
9am on 5th March
Followed by shared
morning tea

Book Club has been
sent home today with the children. Please hand in your orders to the school office by
Monday, 6th March.
Loop is the easiest way for parents to order and pay for Book
Club. Just click submit - that's
it. If you're not in LOOP, now
is the perfect time to opt-in via
the Book Club platform. For
more information on LOOP,
visit : scholastic.com.au/
loopinfo Don't let St Patrick's
miss out on any Rewards and
thank you for ordering from
Book Club!
Book Covering Volunteers
please contact Julie-anne
by email:
flinnj@twb.catholic.edu.au
or call into the library on a
Monday or Tuesday if you
can assist.

Last Wednesday night saw the year begin with our AGM (Annual General
Meeting) followed by our first P&F meeting.
Positions of the executive were filled as follows;

President—Roy Nott

Vice President—Laurence Ryan

Secretary—Juanita Breen

Treasurer—Position vacant

Uniform convenor—Deanna Kotsopoulos

Tuckshop convenor— Kirsty Gibson
Those of our executive from last year were thanked for their contributions and
the giving and supportive nature of our whole parents and friends community was
acknowledged.
A more detailed wrap up of the first meeting can be found in the minutes
attached to the Newsletter Email today.

Next P & F Meeting is
Wednesday 22nd March
at 7pm in the Library. This meeting will have a large
focus on the progress of our Trivia Night preparation.

Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday
The last Tuesday before Lent is known as Shrove Tuesday. It is a
tradition on this day to eat pancakes and that is why Shrove Tuesday is
also known as Pancake Tuesday. The ‘Minnie Vinnies’ group organised
pancakes for the school community to enjoy during Snack Break today
and they were thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. Thank you to the
wonderful chefs in Year Six.
Ash Wednesday follows Shrove Tuesday and begins the Liturgical
Season of Lent. The 40 days leading up to Easter Sunday is a time of
abstinence. We usually give things up, or choose to do something for
others during this period.
We would like to invite you to join us for the Ash Wednesday Liturgy in
the church at 9:30 a.m. Wednesday, March 1st.
Miss Karine Preston – APRE
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What’s Happening at St Patrick’s Allora?
DATE CLAIMERS- 2017
1 Mar

31 Mar

9.30am Ash Wednesday Liturgy
DD Swimming Championship Gatton
CD Trials—Netball, Soccer & League
9am School Family Mass
National ‘ No Way to Bullying’ Day
St Patrick’s Day
‘Let’s Stamp Out Bullying’ Show
School Cross Country—Competing with
St Francis de Sales at Allora Golf Course
Term 1 Ends

18 Apr
25 Apr
1 May

Term 2 Starts
ANZAC Day (School Closed)
Labor Day (School Closed)

23 June
10 July
15 Sept
3 Oct
16 Oct
1 Dec

Term 2 Ends
Term 3 Starts
Term 3 Ends
Term 4 Starts
Student Free Day (School Closed)
Term 4 and School Year Ends

3 Mar
5 Mar
17 Mar
21 Mar
31 Mar
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Warwick (Waringh Waringh)

Bunya Festival
Saturday March 18 2017

Come and have a fun day with us in
Githabul country
Aboriginal and NonAboriginal people are welcome to
help celebrate Aboriginal heritage
This is our second Maryvale Bunya Festival. It is run
jointly by Cicada Woman and Waringh Waringh, a group The Bunya Festival was a
of Warwick Aboriginal people and their families.
large gathering of people

in traditional times in the
Entry includes
Bunya Mountains west of
 Live music by Aboriginal musicians incl. Roger Knox Toowoomba. The
 Ceremony with traditional owners, the Githabul people, Githabal/Geynyan people
incl. dances
from around Warwick
 Displays about the Bunya Festival
used to go and share
 Guided walk about plants and animals
music, stories, & goods.
 Aboriginal stories in Bunya Cave & games for kids
 Aboriginal short films in evening, Black comedy; big
We are re-constructing
outdoor screen; Debra Mailman, Aaron Pederson...
this event locally because
 Art exhibition by local artists
we now know that
 Singing by school group from St Mary's in Warwick
Aboriginal people had a
 Native animal show by Geckos Wildlife
complex culture with
 Discussion forum with Grant Sarra
many valuable ideas
Available
which were not
 Food stalls incl. with Bunya Nut and other traditional
understood by early
ingredients
Warwick Development
European settlers.
Group acknowledges
 Hot food stall in
the assistance of Black RSVP to 07 4666 1187, 0459
Screen, an initiative of
evening
655 648
the National Film and
Sound Archive
 Aboriginal craft stall
brendadavid@skymesh.com.au
Proceeds of gate to Waringh
Venue: 49 Mailmans Rd
Waringh (Warwick Development
North Branch (Maryvale)
Group Inc.)

From Noon to 8 PM

Adults $10, Hi School $5, kids under 12 free

Find us on Facebook

