
 

 

22 March 2023 — Week 9,  Term 1 

St Patrick’s School Allora— Newsletter 

Providing Outstanding Education since 1916 

Reminders  
 

Uniform Days 
Sports 

Wednesday, Friday. 
Formal 

Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday. 

Summer Uniform  
 

Please remember 
that we are a...  

‘Nut Aware’ School. 
 

Church Times  - 
Celebrations are up 
and running again 

with social 
distancing measures 

in place. Times for 
Masses are as 

follows: 

1st Sunday -  9am 
2nd and 3rd Sunday 

– 5.30pm 

 4th & 5th Sunday  
Liturgy of the Word 
with Communion -   

9am 

 

Dear Families 

As we sit back and reflect on Term 1, the word positivity springs to mind. From the outset of Week 1, the 
students and staff have worked together to build strong relationships. This has been evident in focused, 
small group and collaborative learning opportunities. The adoption of co-teaching strategies and delivery of 
co-teaching approach to our literacy learning has been extremely positive. Having two teachers working 
together in the classroom has enabled staff to target smaller groups of students to explicitly teach the 
concepts and skills they require to become expert readers. St Patrick’s has also began to embed a 
structured and systematic approach to the teaching of phonological awareness and phonics in the early 
years, that incorporates the use of decodable texts and explicit word work, to develop a thorough 
understanding of how the English code works. Even in Week 9, the students and staff are focused and are 
clearly working together to improve.  

Our school attendance rates have remained consistent throughout the term and whilst we currently sit at a 
94.9% attendance rate, all students need to be congratulated for their persistence in getting to school. As 
John Hattie would say…”every minute counts.”  

The St Patrick’s Parents and Friends Association together with members of the School Board have been 
proactive and supportive of the school’s vision. Most executive positions in both groups have been filled 
and we look forward with much enthusiasm to the remaining terms of 2023.  

Without a doubt, and in talking to all members of our staff, it has been a long time since all members of our 
community have experienced such a positive start to a school year. Students, staff and members of the 
wider community have been accountable and persistent. Well done!! 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Week Celebrations 

As you would be aware, Easter falls in the middle of our school holidays. As a lead up to Holy Week, our 
final liturgical celebration for the term will take place on Thursday 30 March in the Sports Shed commencing 
at 9:00am. The focus of this celebration will be the Stations of the Cross. This provides a focal point for our 
school lenten journey. Students, staff, parents and community members are cordially invited to attend this 
special liturgical celebration and are encouraged to reflect on the challenges provided to us with the 
Stations of the Cross.  

• What does the cross mean for us? 

• Why is there a cross in our worship space? 

• Why are there crosses on the walls of our rooms?  

Please bring a cushion or seat as you will be invited to sit with our students in the middle of the shed.  

 

 
Our School Student 

Protection  
Contacts are:  

Mrs Shooter 
Mr Blaikie  

Mrs Jennifer Fenn 

 

Our Vision 
An inclusive 
community 

committed to high 
levels of learning  

for all. 

Our Mission 
In the spirit of Saint 
Mary Mackillop, we 
strive for excellence 
with love, dignity, 

integrity and justice. 



 

 

22 March 2023 — Week 9,  Term 1 

St Patrick’s School Allora— Newsletter 

Providing Outstanding Education since 1916 

Palm Sunday—The Lord’s entrance into Jerusalem 

Sunday 2 April commemorates the Lord’s entrance into Jerusalem which signifies the commencement of Holy Week. Whilst 

Palm Sunday coincides with the commencement of our school holidays, it is still a very important part of our liturgical calen-

dar. As the message of Palm Sunday suggests…Pilate was anxious to set Jesus free and addressed them again, but they 

shouted back, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” And for the third time he spoke to them, “Why? What harm has this man done? I 

have found no case against him that deserves death, so I shall have him punished and then let him go.” But they kept on 

shouting at the top of their voices, demanding that he should be crucified. And their shouts were growing louder. Like Peter 

and the other disciples we can be fickle followers of Jesus. We should not, however, imitate Judas and despair at our infideli-

ty. Rather, we should look to Jesus who allowed his blood to be poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. Let us praise 

him with grateful hearts.  

Easter after all is all about the Pascal Mystery. Jesus’ Life, Death and Resurrection – is a living reality for all Christians. 

 

‘Only in embracing all can, we become the arms of God.’ Coleman Banks — Angela Travers Mission and Identity TCSO 

As we celebrated International Women’s Day recently, I contemplated the theme #embrace equity from a Christian and 
spiritual understanding. ‘Embrace’ is very much part of how we are called to be and to enact the Gospel teachings of Christ 
in our everyday interactions with one another. Being aware of and compassionate to the stories of those with whom we 
work, teach and live, and keeping our arms wide open to truly see others, embracing diversity and seeking equity … this is 
what our Catholic schools are all about. 

It doesn’t matter who you are, every human has the same value and is deserving of the same opportunities. In the wider 
community and world, embracing equity for the basic human rights of women is needed more than ever. We know there 
are women who still do not have access to basic healthcare, to education, to equal treatment before the law, freedom from 
violence, the right to work nor the right to determine their own life path. International Women’s Day shines a light on these 
women, who every day do the best with what they have. Hence the continuing need to focus on equity, so that God’s dream 
of a full and flourishing life for all people can be realised. 

We pray for all the women in our lives, the mothers, grandmothers, wives, aunts, sisters, cousins, friends, partners, teach-
ers, co-workers, carers, those who struggle and those who share their wealth and time to create meaningful change. 

We remember and stand in solidarity with those women of the Ukraine, Afghanistan, Iran, Russia and other places of vio-
lence and trauma. 

We pray that all women may know themselves to be respected, safe, included and empowered. 

We thank women from all over the world who take up roles and opportunities for growth, participating in ways that im-
prove their own lives and those of the people around them. 

Happy International Women’s Day to my fellow women companions on this journey of life. May you embrace and stand for 
equity in your communities, truly being the arms of God. 
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NAPLAN 2023  

Whilst the NAPLAN testing schedule is well underway for 2023, there will be some minor changes to the reporting of results. 
To provide some further explanation, we have included a resource which outlines information for parents and carers.  
Another very valuable resource is the FAQ’s in relation to NAPLAN which can be located using NAPLAN - FAQs. This site  
provides a wealth of information that may clarify any queries or concerns you may have in relation to NAPLAN and the 
changes for 2023. In summary: 

Changes to reporting 

As part of the National School Reform Agreement, education ministers agreed that a proficiency standard be introduced for 
literacy and numeracy assessed by NAPLAN. On 10 February 2023, education ministers also agreed to change the reporting 
of NAPLAN results in response to the online testing transition and the move to earlier NAPLAN testing in March. The new 
proficiency standard has four levels of achievement for each year level and replaces the previous 10-band structure and the 
national minimum standard used across the four domains.  

The four levels of achievement are: Exceeding, Strong, Developing and Needs additional support.  

 From 2023, the individual student report (ISR) will change. The ISR will be based on the four levels of achievement. It will 
also continue to show the national average, the range of achievement for the middle 60% of students in each year level, and 
a dot placement for the student comparing their achievement against these measures. This new standard and its  
benchmarks will provide information to parents/carers and teachers about what a student can do against a challenging but 
reasonable standard of literacy and numeracy expected for students at the time of the test. 

How are NAPLAN results used?  

• Students and parents/carers may use individual results to discuss progress with teachers.  

• Teachers use results to help identify students who need greater challenges or extra support.  

• Schools use results to identify strengths and areas of need to improve teaching programs, and to set goals in literacy 
and numeracy.  

• School systems use results to review the effectiveness of programs and support offered to schools.  

• The community can see information about the performance of schools over time at myschool.edu.au.  

 

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) - Mrs Groombridge 

Over the last number of years you would have heard St Patrick’s refer to the NCCD and what it means for our school. The 
NCCD is an annual collection of information about students with disability. The aim of the NCCD is to provide the Australian 
Government with information about the number of students with disability in Australian schools and the type of  
adjustments that they need to enable them access and participate in education on the same basis as other students. 

The data collected is used by schools, education authorities and governments to better understand the needs of students 
with disability and how they can best be supported at school. 

Through the NCCD, school teams make evidence-based decisions about students who are receiving reasonable adjustments 
to access education because of disability. The information collected relates to the level of adjustment being provided and 
the broad category (physical, sensory, cognitive, social emotional) which best fits the student. Staff receive training to do 
this and students need to meet specific criteria to be included in these specific categories. 

The NCCD model is based on mandatory obligations to students under the national Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA) 
and Disability Standards for Education 2005 (DSE). Understanding the legal obligations to students with disability is essential 
for all staff. 

What is the NCCD? 

• The acronym NCCD stands for The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data  

• An annual count of students with disability by all Australian schools. Completed in August each year. 

• Disability can be diagnosed (medical professional) or imputed (Teaching staff judgments based on evidence and  
observations).  

• To be included children must meet particular criteria and be getting regular adjustments to access the curriculum. 

 

 

 

https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/faqs
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Term 1 Sporting Wrap-up—Charlotte E Year 6 

Darling Downs Swimming  

In Week 6 on the 28th of February there was a special day for all of St Pats, especially Tom and Katelyn. These 
special swimmers participated in the Darling Downs swimming trials in Gatton and gave it their all to represent our school. We all 
would like to congratulate Tom Peters for being selected for the Darling Downs swimming team for 50m freestyle, 100m freestyle, 
50m backstroke, and 100m backstroke! We all hope they had a wonderful time, and they should be extremely proud of themselves.   

Glengallan Sport Wrap-up 

In Week 5 on the 24th of February Netball, Soccer, and Rugby League trials for Central Downs took place around the region. Netball 
was held here at St Pat’s and the games were action packed. All the schools that attended gave it their best shot. Representing our 
school were Amelie, Priseis, Molly, Mellina, Abbie, and Saphia. They really knocked it out of the park! We give an enormous  
congratulations to those selected who were Amelie, Molly, Abbie, and Priseis for Southern Downs.  

Central Downs Rugby League and Soccer trials were held in Clifton. From all reports, the participants had a blast and tried their very 
best in every game. Emilia was selected for Central Downs Soccer and Dustyn, Beau, Noah and Tom were selected for Central Downs 
Rugby League. Congratulations to Dustyn and Emelia who were selected for Southern Downs.   

A big thanks to those students for an amazing effort! And an even bigger thanks to the parents who supported them.   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kindest regards 

 

Keith Blaikie—Principal 

Enjoy the rest of your week and we look forward to our Cross Country 

on Friday. As always, if you have any queries or concerns, please do 

not hesitate in contacting the school.  

 

DATE CLAIMERS 
 

Term 1—2023 

• 24 March—Interhouse Cross Country  

(St Patrick’s School) 

• 27 March—NAPLAN final day 

• 28 March—Years 3 to 6 Reconciliation  

in the Church at 9:00am 

• 29 March—CD Cross Country (Pilton)  

• 30 March—Stations of the Cross whole 

school prayer celebration at 9am. All 

welcome! 

• 31 March—Whole school assembly at 

2:15pm in the Church (Student Awards) 

• Monday 17 April—PUPIL FREE 

• Tuesday 18 April—Term resumes at 8:40am 

Reconciliation—Ms Preston 

Wednesday 22 March signifies the last session for our students who 

are currently preparing to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

All Years 3 to 6 students will attend the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

at 9:00am in the Church on Tuesday 28th March. The normal Parish 

Mass will be held at 9:30am. All parents and members of the wider 

Parish community are cordially invited to attend Reconciliation at 

9:00am. Please keep these students in your thoughts and prayers as 

they take another significant step on their faith journey.  

Father Warren will be in attendance.  



 Information for NAPLAN parents and carers 

2023 
Why do students do NAPLAN?  

NAPLAN is a national literacy and numeracy  
assessment that students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9  
sit each year. It is the only national assessment all  
Australian students have the opportunity to undertake. 

As students progress through their school years, it’s  
important to check how well they are learning the  
essential skills of reading, writing and numeracy. 
 
NAPLAN assesses the literacy and numeracy skills that 
students are learning through the school curriculum  
and allows parents/carers to see how their child is  
progressing against national standards and over time. 

NAPLAN is just one aspect of a school’s assessment 
and reporting process. It doesn’t replace ongoing  
assessments made by teachers about student  
performance, but it can provide teachers with  
additional information about students’ educational 
progress. 

NAPLAN also provides schools, education authorities 
and governments with information about how education 
programs are working and whether young Australians 
are achieving important educational outcomes in literacy 
and numeracy. 

Your child will do the NAPLAN   
tests online 
Schools have transitioned from paper-based to   
computer-based assessments. All Year 3 students will 
continue to complete the writing assessment on paper. 

Online NAPLAN tests provide more precise results 
and are more engaging for students. One of the main 
benefits is tailored (or adaptive) testing, where the test 
presents questions which may be more or less difficult 
depending on a student’s responses. 

Tailored testing allows a wider range of student abilities 
to be assessed and measures student achievement 
more precisely. A student’s overall NAPLAN result is 
based on both the number and complexity of questions 
they answer correctly. Your child should not be  
concerned if they find questions challenging; they may 
be taking a more complex test pathway. 

What does NAPLAN assess? 

NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy skills that  
students are learning through their regular school  
curriculum. 
 
Students sit assessments in writing, reading, conventions  
of language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and  
numeracy. The questions assess content linked to the  
Australian Curriculum: English and Mathematics.  

All government and non-government education  
authorities contribute to the development of  
NAPLAN test materials. 

To find out more about NAPLAN, visit nap.edu.au. 

Participation in NAPLAN 
NAPLAN is for everyone. ACARA supports inclusive  
testing so all students have the opportunity to  
participate in the national assessment program.  
 
Adjustments are available for students with disability 
who  have  diverse  functional abilities and needs.  
 
Schools should work with parents/carers and students 
to  identify, on a case-by-case basis, reasonable   
adjustments  required for individual students with  
disability to  access  NAPLAN. Adjustments should   
reflect the support normally provided  for  classroom  
assessments.  

To help inform these decisions, you may consult the  
NAPLAN public demonstration site, the Guide for 
schools to assist students with disability to access  
NAPLAN, or our series of videos where parents/carers, 
teachers and students share their experiences in using 
NAPLAN adjustments. 

In exceptional circumstances, a student with a disability 
that severely limits their capacity to participate in the 
assessment, or a student who has recently arrived in 
Australia and has a non-English speaking background, 
may be granted a formal exemption. 

Your school principal and your local test administration 
authority can give you more information on adjustments 
for students with disability or the process required to 
gain a formal exemption. 

https://nap.edu.au
https://nap.edu.au/naplan/public-demonstration-site
https://nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/guide-for-schools-to-assist-students-with-disability-to-access-naplan.pdf
https://nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/guide-for-schools-to-assist-students-with-disability-to-access-naplan.pdf
https://nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/guide-for-schools-to-assist-students-with-disability-to-access-naplan.pdf
https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/accessibility


 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

What if my child is absent from school 
on NAPLAN days? 
Where possible, schools may arrange for individual 
students who are absent at the time of testing to 
complete missed tests at another time during the 
school’s test schedule. 

What if my school is closed on 
NAPLAN days? 
Schools with compelling reasons may be given 
permission to schedule tests after the 9-day 
test window. 

What can I do to support my child? 
Students are not expected to study for NAPLAN. You can 
support your child by reassuring them that NAPLAN is a 
part of their school program and reminding them to simply 
do their best. Some familiarisation and explanation of 
NAPLAN is useful to help students understand and be 
comfortable with the format of the tests. Teachers will 
ensure students are familiar with the types of questions 
in the tests and will provide appropriate support and 
guidance. 

ACARA does not recommend excessive preparation for 
NAPLAN or the use of services by coaching providers. 

See the types of questions and tools available in the 
online NAPLAN assessments at nap.edu.au/online-
assessment/public-demonstration-site. 

NAPLAN timetable 

The NAPLAN test window is 9 days. This is to 
accommodate schools that may have fewer devices. 

The NAPLAN test window starts on Wednesday 
15 March and finishes on Monday 27 March 2023. 
Schools are advised to schedule the tests as soon as 
possible within the testing window, prioritising the 
first week. 

 How is my child’s performance 
reported? 
Individual student performance is shown on a national 
achievement scale for each assessment. This scale 
indicates whether the student is meeting expectations 
for the literacy and numeracy skills needed to participate 
fully in that year level. 

A NAPLAN individual student report will be provided by 
your child’s school later in the year. If you do not receive 
a report, you should contact your child’s school. 

How are NAPLAN results used? 

• Students and parents/carers may use individual
results to discuss progress with teachers.

• Teachers use results to help identify students who
need greater challenges or extra support.

• Schools use results to identify strengths and areas
of need to improve teaching programs, and to set
goals in literacy and numeracy.

• School systems use results to review the effectiveness 
of programs and support offered to schools.

• The community can see information about the 
performance of schools over time at  
myschool.edu.au.

Where can I get more information? 

For more information about NAPLAN: 

• contact your child’s school

• contact your local test administration authority
at nap.edu.au/TAA

• visit  nap.edu.au

To learn how ACARA handles personal information for 
NAPLAN, visit nap.edu.au/naplan/privacy. 

 
  

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

Test Scheduling requirements Duration Test description 

Students are provided with a ‘writing • Year 3 students do the writing test on paper (on day 1 only) Year 3: 40 min stimulus’ (sometimes called a ‘prompt’ • Years 5, 7 and 9 writing must start on day 1 (schools must Year 5: 42 minWriting – an idea or topic) and asked to write a prioritise completion of writing across days 1 and 2 only, with Year 7: 42 min response in a particular genre (narrative day 2 only used where there are technical/logistical limitations) Year 9: 42 min or persuasive writing) 

Reading 
• To be completed after the writing test 
• To be completed before the conventions of language test 

Year 3: 45 min 
Year 5: 50 min 
Year 7: 65 min 
Year 9: 65 min 

Students read a range of informative, 
imaginative and persuasive texts and then 
answer related questions 

Conventions 
of language • To be completed after the reading test 

Year 3: 45 min 
Year 5: 45 min 
Year 7: 45 min 
Year 9: 45 min 

Assesses spelling, grammar and 
punctuation 

Numeracy • To be completed after the conventions of language test 

Year 3: 45 min 
Year 5: 50 min 
Year 7: 65 min 
Year 9: 65 min 

Assesses number and algebra, 
measurement and geometry, and 
statistics and probability 

https://nap.edu.au/naplan/public-demonstration-site
https://nap.edu.au/naplan/public-demonstration-site
http://myschool.edu.au
https://nap.edu.au/contacts/test-administration-authorities-contacts
http://nap.edu.au
https://nap.edu.au/naplan/privacy


Online Parenting Support Service 

Parenting can be tough. But you don’t have to do it alone. When things 
become challenging, it’s important to know that you can always talk to 
someone about what’s going on. 

If you’re a parent, carer or family member living in Queensland or the Northern 
Territory, you can call Parentline from 8am – 10pm seven days a week, for the 
cost of a local phone call. 
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