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St Patrick’s School Allora— Newsletter 

Providing Outstanding Education since 1916 

Reminders  
 

Uniform Days 
Sports 

Wednesday, Friday. 
Formal 

Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday. 

Summer Uniform  
 

Please remember 
that we are a...  

‘Nut Aware’ School. 
 

Church Times  - 
Celebrations are up 
and running again 

with social 
distancing measures 

in place. Times for 
Masses are as 

follows: 

1st Sunday -  9am 
2nd and 3rd Sunday 

– 5.30pm 

 4th & 5th Sunday  
Liturgy of the Word 
with Communion -   

9am 

 

Dear Families 

St Patrick’s Renewal and Improvement quadrennial school review (SRIP) is well underway and is in its final 
stages before its draft release to the teaching staff on Thursday 9 March and then formally, to our school 
community in Term 2. Whilst it is a daunting task to complete, the information provided and its strategic 
intent is invaluable. The SRIP process commenced on Monday afternoon with a presentation to our visiting 
panel members; Mr Marty Savage and Mr Chris Golightly. The presentation was facilitated by Mr Blaikie,  
Ms Preston, Mrs Shooter, Miss Hickey, Mrs Hentschel, Mrs Lucas and Mrs Groombridge. Individual staff 
members spoke about key areas of the curriculum and future directions for 2023. The ensuing discussion 
and infectious pride in their work as professional educators, ensures the future education of our students is 
in safe hands. On behalf of the school, I would also like to thank the many parents, students and members 
of the parish who willingly gave up their time to inform the panel of “What is going well at the school?” and 
“What could be done better?” These questions inform the process of strategic plan development and the 
annual action plans which are also linked to the TCS Strategic Plan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAPLAN Online 

Our Year 3 and 5 learners will be engaging in the online format of NAPLAN once again this year. Unlike the 
paper version of the test, the online version has a larger window for completion as it opens on Wednesday 
15 March and closes on Monday 27 March. This extra time will allow for any trouble shooting or technical 
problems to be resolved.  

Please find below an outline of our school NAPLAN Testing Timetable for 2023.  All tests will be completed 
during Session 1 on the designated school days. Only one test will be completed on each day. 

• Wednesday 15 March – Year 3 and 5 Writing (Only Year 5 will be completed online)  

• Thursday  16 March – Year 3 and 5 Reading  

• Wednesday 22 March – Year 3 and 5 Conventions of Language  

• Thursday 23 March  – Year 3 and 5 Numeracy  

• Monday 27 March – NAPLAN window will close  

If you have any questions, feel free to contact the school or, alternatively, the NAPLAN online site has a very 
helpful ‘demonstration page’. Access - Public demonstration site (nap.edu.au)    

Project Compassion 

St Patrick’s School’s major focus during Lent will be Project Compassion. Whilst the money raised provides 

some wonderful resources for those less fortunate in the world, it is understanding the difference between 

charity and social justice which provides the biggest learning opportunities for our students. Under the 

guidance of Mrs Shooter, our Glengallan students have developed a very novel way to explore the injustice 

some people experience on a daily basis just to reach a doctor. In some countries, it takes 2 hours just to 

walk to a doctor. All classes have been challenged to walk 6 minutes everyday during Lent. Apart from the 

physical activity, students are learning to walk in someone else’s shoes. Ice blocks will also be sold every 

Friday at 2:55pm by Glengallan students. Any proceeds raised will be donated to Project Compassion.  

 

 
Our School Student 

Protection  
Contacts are:  

Mrs Shooter 
Mr Blaikie  

Mrs Jennifer Fenn 

 

Our Vision 
An inclusive 
community 

committed to high 
levels of learning  

for all. 

Our Mission 
In the spirit of Saint 
Mary Mackillop, we 
strive for excellence 
with love, dignity, 

integrity and justice. 

Mr Savage and Mr Golightly enjoying 
some downtime on the Prep playground. 
St Patrick’s School is so fortunate to have 
these highly experienced educators  
on-hand to facilitate our school review.  

https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
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Executive Director's message—Dr Pat Coughlan  

What is a full and flourishing life and what has that got to do with Catholic education? 

The TCS Strategic Plan begins with our purpose statement of ‘Enabling full and flourishing lives’. Is that a worthy and  
relevant purpose for our work in Catholic education? 

References to someone having lived a full and flourishing life are most often heard at funerals, during the eulogy. To have 
lived such a life is widely heralded as a great achievement and something to be acclaimed and cherished. The seeming  
simplicity and humility of this achievement can sometimes appear at odds with the many, considerable accomplishments 
and the high esteem in which the person is held. Contrary to popular measures of wealth, status and fa it seems that a full 
and flourishing life is more about getting internal priorities right and knowing the difference between what we want and 
what we need. 

People who lead such lives seem to have their priorities right. They know what they believe in, what they stand for and what 
they value. Their life is lived for others, family, friends and community. They value service above entitlement, solidarity over 
expedience and the common good over self-promotion. Life is motivated by an authentic inner sense of purpose rather than 
someone else’s expectations of what their life should look like. They are their own person.  

What’s all this got to do with a Catholic education? In John’s Gospel Jesus says: ‘I have come that you may have life and 
have it to the full’ (John:10:10). The promise of a meaningful, fulfilling life is the invitation Jesus extends to every person. 

Our purpose is that every student, every person connected with Catholic schools has regular, meaningful experiences of the 
life and message of Jesus Christ. Catholic beliefs, values and practices encourage students to question their own internal 
priorities and know the difference between what they want and what they need. An authentic inner sense of purpose helps 
students find their intended place in the world with its many influential and conflicting voices. 

The prophet Micah, when asked how to live a full and flourishing life responded simply: ...live justly, love tenderly and walk 
humbly with your God...(Micah 1:6). These reference points are evident in all of our schools and are the hallmarks of an  
authentic Catholic education. 

Student Protection 

It is a legislative requirement that all non-state schools have at least two nominated staff members to whom a student can 
report the behaviour of another staff member that the student considers inappropriate. We call these specially trained staff 
members School Student Protection Contacts, or SSPCs. Each SSPC has been nominated by the principal in recognition of 
their integrity, approachability and knowledge in the area of student protection. Whilst students are encouraged to speak 
up to any trusted adult in the school community, it is important that they know they can access these specific staff members 
at any time should they have worries, queries or concerns. You will have noticed posters throughout the school depicting 
our current SSPCs.  The SSPCs are also published on our school website along with information about our student protection 
processes.  In everything we do at St Patrick’s School Allora student safety is our highest priority, therefore the SSPCs at our 
school are key personnel in our overall safeguarding processes.  Please see the poster below depicting our current SSPC 
team and a very useful resource from the Morcombe Foundation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twbcathed.schoolzineplus.com/newsletter/article/1179?skin=1
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Parent Teacher Interviews—Week 9 

Our first round of Parent Teacher interviews will take place from Monday 20 March to Thursday 23 March. 

These interviews provide a wonderful opportunity for all parents to engage with your child’s classroom teacher. 

Whilst the academic growth of your child/ children will be discussed in detail, conversations will also focus on the social and  

emotional well being as well. Interviews can be booked via the Parent Portal. Interview dates and times will be available from 5pm 

on Friday 10 March. We look forward to seeing you then.  

School Photos 

Just a reminder that school photos will take place on Tuesday 14 March. Please ensure that any order forms and money are  

returned to the office as soon as possible. Photos will begin at 8:50am.  

P&F Meet and Greet 

It was heartening to witness such a well supported Meet and Greet. Our thanks must go to the school’s P&F who supplied a  

delicious BBQ. Word on the street suggests the student disco was a great success as Mrs Shooter and Miss Hickey led the festivities 

with gusto. The small targeted workshops appeared to hit the mark with our parents. As always, if you have any feedback that could  

improve the night, please contact Mr Blaikie via email or just drop in for a chat. Your opinions are always greatly received.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Kindest regards 

 

Keith Blaikie—Principal 

 

Enjoy the rest of your week and we look forward to our Model T Club 

guests who will visit the school next Friday. As always, if you have any 

queries or concerns, please do not hesitate in contacting the school.  

 

DATE CLAIMERS 
 

Term 1—2023 

• 10 March—Central Downs Tennis trials 

• 14 March—School Photos 

• 15 to 27 March—Year 3 and 5 NAPLAN 

• 17 March—St Patrick’s Feast Day 

• 17 March—Whole School Assembly at 

2:15pm in the Church 

• 17 March—St Patrick's Day. The theme is 

green! Allora Model T Club to visit at 2pm. 

All welcome to attend! 

• 17 March— Book club is due back 

• 20 to 23 March—Parent Teacher interviews 

• 21 March—St Patrick’s Feast Day Mass at 

9:30am in the Church. All are welcome! 

• 22 March—Newsletter uploaded to Sentral 

• 24 March—Interhouse Cross Country 

(St Patrick’s School)  

• 28 March—Years 3 to 6 Reconciliation in the 

Church at 9:30am 

• 29 March—CD Cross Country (Pilton)  

• 30 March—Stations of the Cross whole 

school prayer celebration. All welcome! 

• 31 March—Whole school assembly at 

2:15pm in the Church 

St Patrick’s Day—Friday 17 March 

To celebrate this very important day, students are invited to wear 
something green. Please make a donation to Project Compassion if 
you wish. During HPE lessons, students will focus on games from 
1916. Our whole school Mass to celebrate St Patrick will take place 
on Tuesday 21 March. Everyone is most welcome to attend! 



Neil Street, Toowoomba Qld 4350
Phone: 07 4637 1600
Email: welcome@ssctwb.catholic.edu.au

www.ssctwb.catholic.edu.au
CRICOS Provider: 00517D

COLLEGE OPEN DAY
Friday 17 March, 12pm - 3pm
Register online or scan the QR code

•	 Diverse	opportunities	and	pathways	for	girls	including	Health	Hub
•	 Outstanding	ATAR	and	NAPLAN	results
•	 Exceptional	teacher-student	ratios
•	 Outstanding	sporting	and	cultural	opportunities	
•	 Head,	heart	and	hands	of	Mercy
•	 Science,	Technology,	Arts,	Humanities	and	Sport	offerings	and	how	these	are	brought	

to	life	for	your	daughter

Learn about our:

Experience our Mercy charism, meet our expert teachers,
tour our first class facilities and get to know our Mercy girls



CLICK ON THE LINK TO REGISTER
https://www.eventcreate.com/e/vapingwebinar

CATHOLIC SCHOOL PARENTS
QUEENSLAND

PH: 3905 9730 |  info@cspq.catholic.edu.au |  www.cspq.catholic.edu.au

TONY PARSONS 
Keynote speaker - National Drug Awareness

VAPING
National Drug Awareness

All Catholic School Parents/Carers & School staff,  
please join us for a FREE WEBINAR on  
Thursday 23 March | 7PM - 8.15PM

Tony has a keen interest in the relevancy of vaping amongst todays youth and 
works to deliver a down-to-earth approach of the harm associated with vaping. 
Tony regularly speaks to school communities across Australia and overseas to 
ensure they have relevant and timely drug, alcohol and vaping information.

https://www.eventcreate.com/e/vapingwebinar
mailto:info%40cspq.catholic.edu.au?subject=
http://www.cspq.catholic.edu.au
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