
 

 

25 January 2023 — Week 1,  Term 1 

St Patrick’s School Allora— Newsletter 

Providing Outstanding Education since 1916 

Reminders  
 

Uniform Days 
Sports 

Wednesday, Friday. 
Formal 

Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday. 

Summer Uniform  
 

Please remember 
that we are a...  

‘Nut Aware’ School. 
 

Church Times  - 
Celebrations are up 
and running again 

with social 
distancing measures 

in place. Times for 
Masses are as 

follows: 

1st Sunday -  9am 
2nd and 3rd Sunday 

– 5.30pm 

 4th & 5th Sunday  
Liturgy of the Word 
with Communion -   

9am 

 

Dear Families 

On behalf of the extended community of St Patrick’s School, we would like to extend a warm and 
enthusiastic welcome to all of our new students and associated family. It was truly humbling to observe 
the many happy faces at our ‘Welcome Assembly’. As teachers, it is easy to lose sight of the importance of 
our role as educators within the busyness of school life. We teach because we want to  make a genuine 
difference to lives of our students. We are humbled to have 15 new students commence their educational 
journey with St Patrick’s School and we look forward to a very successful year.  

At the start of each year, staff choose a specific quote from St Mary of the Cross Mackillop which will be 
used as theme to guide our work for 2023. This year the quote centres on the notion that we need to 
…”Have courage, no matter what our crosses are”. This quote will be explored throughout the term with 
our students. Courage is such a strong word and conjures up many different meanings and fits in 
beautifully with the school’s links to the Sisters of Saint Joseph.  

Student attendance 

One of our major goals for 2023 will be to increase school attendance rates. It was wonderful to see 100% 
of all our students attend school on 24 January, 2023. Whilst all our students and staff in 2022 navigated 
another challenging year in terms of COVID 19, flu and Rhino virus, school attendance is still an area 
targeted for improvement. As you would be aware, teacher quality is the single most important in-school 
factor influencing student achievement (Hattie, 2009). However, the relationship between teacher quality 
and student achievement is mediated by the amount of time students spend in the classroom. Irrespective 
of the reasons for absences, non-attendance affects student outcomes. Students need to be at school 
learning from their expert teacher.  

Almost a quarter of students miss at least a month of school. Most Australian students attend school 
regularly, with 75% of Year 1-10 students attending at least 90% of school days in 2018. However, a closer 
look at this data also indicates something concerning. If 75% of students attend at least 90% of the time 
then the reverse suggests that 25% (1 in 4) Australian students were absent for more than 10% of school 
time, or 20 or more days. These students are missing at least a month of school over the schooling year. 
Once again, every minute in front of that expert teacher counts. This is certainly food for thought.  

Source - Gearing up for Parent Engagement in Student Learning (parentengagementcspa.edu.au)  

Staff Update 

As a school community, we are very pleased to announce the official arrival of Mrs Kerri Shooter to the 
role of Glengallan Classroom Teacher for 2023. Kerri brings a diversity of knowledge and skills to St 
Patrick’s and has 30 years’ experience within the State and Catholic education systems. Her roles in these 
sectors have also been diverse. Kerri has held the roles of classroom and lead teacher, middle leader and 
prior to her appointment to St Patrick’s School was an Education Officer Numeracy with the Toowoomba 
Catholic Schools Office (TCSO). Kerri’s experience also extends to being a past parent of St Patrick’s School. 
Welcome Mrs Shooter! 

In the Talgai classroom, we are extremely proud to announce the appointment of Mrs Joy Johnson in the 
role of school officer, student assisted learning. Joy has worked in a number of early childhood contexts 
throughout Qld and NSW over many years. Joy possesses a wide and diverse set of skills in the area of 
early childhood education and we look forward to her positive impact in the support of our early year’s 
curriculum and the students in her care. Welcome Mrs Johnson! 

As you would be aware, the school advertised for an Arts specialist to replace Mrs Telford who retired at 
the end of 2022. Whilst there were a number of applicants, unfortunately no one was suitable for the role. 
As a result, the Arts curriculum will be taught by our classroom teachers in 2023. This is an exciting 
prospect given that St Patrick’s School will once again produce a whole school musical for one night only, 
late in Term 3. The added advantage of the Arts being taught by our classroom teachers will allow for 
greater integration across a wide range of subject areas. We will keep you posted.  

Student Medical Information 

Please provide the school office with any medications that your child may require during school hours, 
especially if it is an ongoing medical condition. We will require the medication to be labelled with the 
child’s name from the registered pharmacy, together with the relevant paper work from the prescribing 
doctor.  

 

 
Our School Student 

Protection  
Contacts are:  

Mrs Shooter 
Mr Blaikie  

Mrs Jennifer Fenn 

 

Our Vision 
An inclusive 
community 

committed to high 
levels of learning  

for all. 

Our Mission 
In the spirit of Saint 
Mary Mackillop, we 
strive for excellence 
with love, dignity, 

integrity and justice. 

https://www.parentengagementcspa.edu.au/promote-awareness-and-understanding/#introduction
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Week 0 - Staff Professional Development 

As part of our preparation as a Learning Community, staff in all facets of the school’s operations have  
undertaken significant professional development. An added advantage of these sessions is not only to keep 
abreast of the latest diocesan initiatives but allows the staff to prepare for the arrival of our students and  
hit the ground the running on the 24 of January. These activities included: 

• Student Protection and Code of Conduct Training  

• Whole Staff Induction and Vision for 2023 

• Review of the new ACARA English curriculum 

• Launch of ‘Zones of Regulation’ program which will become the school’s well-being framework for students 

• Exploration of hexagonal planning to create integrated learning experiences 

• Use of ‘Number Talks’ and the explicit teaching of vocabulary in Maths 

• Staff spirituality day with a focus on local indigenous culture using the context of Allora Mountain.  

Social Media 

The use of social media within our modern society is widespread and is often seen as a necessity to function in our normal everyday 
lives. As you may not be aware, there are a number of families at St Patrick’s School who have requested that their children not be 
included in any material published via the school’s Facebook account. These families have formally declined permission to the 
school for their children to be included in our Facebook posts.  

We encourage parents and friends of St Patrick’s School students to also take this into consideration when posting photograhs on 
Facebook and other social media avenues.  Please be reminded  that if you take any images that  contain student/s other than your 
own children you should ask for parental permission before posting on social media applications. As a school, we need to respect 
the wishes of all parents.  

Uniform Policy Reminders—copy of the policy can be found on the St Patrick’s School Website: allora.catholic.edu.au  

At St Patrick’s School, we believe that our presentation displays respect for our school and one another, in addition to displaying our 
readiness to learn. Developing a sense of pride in our work includes presentation of one’s self and wearing our school uniform with 
pride. Please find explicit information in regard to the school’s hair and jewellery policy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Kindest regards 

 

Keith Blaikie—Principal 

Hair  

It is expected that hairstyles reflect the code of dress required by the 
school. The colouring of hair as well as inappropriate and unusual  
hairstyles are not supported, including but not limited to, undercut 
haircuts or cuts shorter than a 2 blade. Shoulder length hair is to be 
tied back with school-coloured bands or ribbons that reflect the  
relevant formal or sports uniform worn on that day. Hair for boys and 
girls, should be worn/cut in such a way that stops hair from being in 
the eyes of the student. The Principal will discuss such situations with 
parents or guardians as deemed necessary.  

Jewellery  

No jewellery is to be worn except for watches, religious necklaces, or 
one pair of earrings. Earrings need to be plain gold or silver with studs 
being no more than 4mm in diameter or sleeper earrings being no 
more than 15mm in diameter for safety reasons. Nail polish and  
make-up are not to be worn.  

 

Enjoy the rest of your week and the Australia Day public holiday.  As 

always, if you have any queries or concerns, please do not hesitate in 

contacting the school.  

DATE CLAIMERS 
 

Term 1—2023 

• 26 Jan —Australia Day—School closed 

• 3 Feb—Assembly 2.20pm Church 

• 7 Feb—2023 Leaders Induction Mass  

9.30am in Church followed by Morning Tea, 

all welcome 

• 8 Feb—Book Club orders close and school 

newsletter 

• 15 Feb—P&F AGM 6pm in Library 

• 16 Feb—CD Swimming at Allora Pool 

• 21 Feb—Shrove Tuesday and SD Swimming 

at WIRAC 

• 22 Feb—Ash Wednesday 

• 24 Feb—CD Soccer, Rugby League and 

Netball Trials 

https://allora.catholic.edu.au/


 

 

 

 

Information Sheet 1 – Parent Portal 

 

Sentral for Parents App 

The Parent Portal is available via any device with an internet connection. The app is called Sentral for Parents and 

is available from Google Play Store or the Apple App Store. 

To access the Portal, you will receive a unique Portal Access Key for each student from the school that will provide 

access to your students’ information. Once you set up an account password, you can use this login for both the 

Parent Portal online and the App. 

If you have students at another Diocese of Toowoomba Catholic School, you will receive a separate Access Key 

from the other school. You will be able to switch between schools within the App settings. 

With the Parent Portal or the mobile phone app, you will have access to: 

 

Newsfeed 

The newsfeed will contain news items from the school relating to your child. Some items may require you to act, 

whilst others will be informational only. 

The Newsfeed items can also contain attachments that you can download. When a Newsfeed item requires you 

to take an action (e.g. excursion approval), clicking on the item will take you to a screen that will allow you to 

perform that action.  

Academic reports can also be published to the Portal newsfeed. 

Absences  

Absences allows you to communicate absence information to the school. This includes past absences that require 

explanation and ‘future’ absences. A ‘future’ absence occurs when you are aware your child(ren) will be away 

from school. 

Messages  

Messages acts as a direct line of contact between parents/caregivers and the teachers of your children’s classes. 

It is important to understand when you can expect responses from Teachers. This should be discussed with 

Teachers to have realistic expectations of communications and to know how long you can expect to wait between 

correspondences. 

Interviews  

Interviews relate to Parent and Teacher interviews. Parents can book available time slots or request a specific 

time. 

 



 

 

Resources  

School documents that we wish to share with you as parents/caregivers.  

 

Links  

We will share web sites of interest to parents and caregivers and you will see links to these sites here.  

• School Newsletter 

• School Calendar 

• School Website 

• Administer Medication at School Form 

Calendars  

In Calendars, you can view school schedules and important events by ‘Today’, ‘Week’, or ‘Month’ by clicking on 

the sections at the top of the screen. Drill down into a specific event in the calendar for details. 

 

Sentral for Parents App home screen and example Newsfeed 

 

 

 



 

 

Getting Started with the Sentral for Parents App 

A Portal Access Key has been emailed to all families. This Portal Access Key will provide access to your students’ 

information. Once you set up an account password, you can use this login for both the Parent Portal online and 

the App. 

If you have students at another Diocese of Toowoomba Catholic School, you will receive a separate Access Key 

from the other school. You will be able to switch between schools within the App settings. 

 

Getting started 

1. Download the app. Depending on your device, visit either the Apple App Store, or the Google Play Store 

and search for Sentral for Parents. 

2. Search for your school in the search box. 

3. Tap Next. 

4. Tap Register here. 

5. Enter your details. 

6. Tap Create Account.  

7. You will receive a confirmation email. 

8. Click the link in the confirmation email to verify your details. 

9. Log in to the app. 

10. Use the access keys provided by your school to add your children to the app. Access keys can be added in 

the Settings menu. 

11. You will then see the Home Screen. 

12. View the QuickStart guide. 

13. You’re now ready to use the app. 

 

There is more information on getting started here: https://info.sentral.com.au/new-app-getting-started 

Watch the video here: https://player.vimeo.com/video/431752138  

The complete user guide can be downloaded here: User Guide\ 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate in contacting the school.  

 

Kind regards 

 

Keith Blaikie - Principal 

https://info.sentral.com.au/new-app-getting-started
https://player.vimeo.com/video/431752138
https://info.sentral.com.au/cs/c/?cta_guid=5d321e8b-b068-46bc-b5ee-93f62f42f52a&placement_guid=6b60625c-ff5c-4c3d-8fc8-4d462e6d6489&portal_id=6213350&canon=https%3A%2F%2Finfo.sentral.com.au%2Fnew-app-getting-started&redirect_url=APefjpEWj58nugBXIPUMWlaWZNm-AutktiydXd_d14u76ZU3nb_U7IuSqRW-TzjLjqNiSjWQOjFIezbWTjXrDpG-QtxPdgG1zoDtqg9onDKJ2osC5NM2pu_OxE9zqe72_GECTKl6VLVvm0nNswZNO_KRwDKq1lyHzW3o33SrzcJaezRoVPlZUM4CIxK8cXfILNW8ZzIlGMlp1Ua_yequBnBiSOWtg-2thX1cYYssueYCSu3E7G-v_fCXyiepyc8kmNpaCM_Ej0D2xIR_VAi-vO6rCIo6ZxttTafbXJRpHVcfxygPRdwGMNCGMyCP-RWBelwp8gYOKKsxzzK2hZLqdGT6YKMk1cPzW5FYc9ioO79o5G6JXrkMP7I&click=d9f7b0f4-2993-4786-9bd8-936ae24694de&hsutk=17b3be8afff0e63ff9b7e7397b6aff82&signature=AAH58kHzWfqVlCDvClwhO4N2VJ1-xhdmuw&utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2F&pageId=27800890486&__hstc=141240301.17b3be8afff0e63ff9b7e7397b6aff82.1600643620871.1601337740497.1601343973638.7&__hssc=141240301.3.1601343973638&__hsfp=3395360214&contentType=landing-page


Book Club brochures were sent home today with the students. 

If you are buying as gifts, please remember to let me know, and if you are 

ordering online, make sure you tick the Gift box. 

 

  The online orders must be placed before the end of the day on Monday, 8th 

February 2023.  Every time you order through Book Club, St Patrick’s earns 

rewards, which we spend on more books for our library. 

Thank you for ordering from Book Club. 

 

 



School Success            

                             
If you are like most parents, you want your child to do well and enjoy their time at school. 
School can be a hectic place, for some children more than others. Listed below are several 
ways you can increase your child’s success at school: 

▪ Establish good routines and create a stable home environment 

▪ Help your child to be organised and encourage independence 

▪ Read together and ask your child about their day at school 

▪ Help your child to learn it’s ok to make mistakes 

▪ Support your child’s friendships and development of social skills 

▪ Support your child’s wellbeing by encouraging good eating and sleeping habits, as 

well as encouraging physical activities 

▪ Manage screen time and technology 

▪ Encourage regular relaxation time, as well as time to connect and listen to your child 

▪ Support your child to complete their homework and provide encouragement by 

noticing any hard work or effort made 

▪ Communicate any concerns to your child’s classroom teacher or school principal 

Listed below are a few useful sites that offer more tips relating to school success: 

Starting School: preparing children Starting school: preparing your child | Raising Children 
Network www.raisingchildren.net.au 

How to help your child get motivated in school How to Help Your Child Get Motivated in 
School - Child Mind Institute www.childmind.org 

10 ways to help your child succeed in primary school Back to School (for Parents) - Nemours 
KidsHealth www.kidshealth.org 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/school-learning/school-choosing-starting-moving/starting-school
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/school-learning/school-choosing-starting-moving/starting-school
http://www.raisingchildren.net.au/
https://childmind.org/article/how-to-help-your-child-get-motivated-in-school/
https://childmind.org/article/how-to-help-your-child-get-motivated-in-school/
http://www.childmind.org/
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/homework/back-school?ref=search
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/homework/back-school?ref=search
http://www.kidshealth.org/
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