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St Patrick’s School Allora— Newsletter
Our Vision
An inclusive
community
committed to high
levels of learning
for all.
Our Mission
In the spirit of Saint
Mary Mackillop, we
strive for excellence
with love, dignity,
integrity and justice.

Our School Student
Protection
Contacts are:
Ms Donnelly
Mr Blaikie
Mrs Jennifer Fenn

Dear Families
It’s the little things in life that make a huge difference!
Whilst this statement is relatively benign, its implications are particularly far reaching. Whether we choose
to concentrate on the negative or positive aspects of life, it is those little things that can make a huge
difference. The regurgitation of this statement not only to the students of St Patrick’s but to my own
children at home. My son greets my inevitable conversation about the little things in life with varying
degrees of trepidation. But as a family we truly believe that it is the little things in life that will make a huge
difference. Take for example the St Patrick’s Parish Fete that was held recently. What an example of making
a huge difference to our local community! From the Animal Zoo, Sideshow Alley, Haunted Maze, St Pat’s
Buskers, Almost Anything Goes and the many stalls littered around the grounds provided a wonderful
community event. The buzz going around the school on Friday was testament to this fact. The positive
relationships built and cemented between the parish and school parents, staff, and students are
unquantifiable.
While the money raised is particularly impressive, it is this sense of community support and togetherness
proved to be the winner for me on the day. One member of the Fete Committee reminded me that raising
vast amounts of money is secondary to the fellowship and bonding of our Parish and School Community.
Our sense of community and hospitality are core foundations of our Catholic Faith.
Matt Denny’s visit to the school on Friday 14 October was another highlight of this link to our local
community. For a man who stands at 195cm in height and weighs in at 130kg, his ability to communicate
with all people and gentle nature, only increases his value as a role model for all Australians. From an
educational point of view, Matt discussed the importance of confidence and competence. Whilst you may
have the confidence to say that I will go the Olympics in 2032, Matt firmly believes that having competence
in your skill set is far more important than confidence. Such a wonderful message for our students to hear.
On behalf of the school, we would also like to thank the Allora Sports Museum Committee for their
organization of Matt’s welcome home celebration on the Friday night. It was wonderful to see
Ms. Donnelly, Mrs. Gale and Mrs. Telford represent the staff from St Patrick’s at this function.

Reminders
Uniform Days
Sports
Wednesday, Friday.
Formal
Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday.
Summer Uniform
Please remember
that we are a...
‘Nut Aware’ School.
Church Times Celebrations are up
and running again
with social
distancing measures
in place. Times for
Masses are as
follows:
1st Sunday - 9am
2nd and 3rd Sunday
– 5.30pm
4th & 5th Sunday
Liturgy of the Word
with Communion 9am

Reading the St Patrick’s Allora Way
Our initial Parent Engagement Session will take place on Thursday 20 October at 3:30pm at St Patrick’s
School, Allora. This session will be facilitated by our Early Years teachers. Our staff will provide explicit
instruction around reading and how parents may support their students at home. Everyone is most
welcome even if your children are not enrolled at St Patrick’s School.
World Teachers' Day - 28 October
World Teachers' Day is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate and thank our teachers for their important
role in our communities and for the positive impact they have on the lives of students. It is celebrated in
Queensland Catholic schools on Friday 28 October. This year’s theme is ‘Teaching through every moment’.
The willingness of Matt Denny to return to St Patrick’s after his gold medal performance in Birmingham,
speaks volumes of the importance of teachers and the influence they have on the students in their care. All
staff will be recognised at our assembly on Friday 28 October. All members of the St Patrick’s Community
are welcome to attend this celebration of our teachers and the work that they do everyday.
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The Zones of Regulation—Jen Fenn (School Counsellor)

We are excited to announce that in 2023, St Patrick’s School will be introducing a new whole-school social emotional
curriculum designed to support student wellbeing. The Zones of Regulation (commonly referred to as the Zones) is an
evidence-based social emotional curriculum that helps students identify and label their feelings, emotional reactions
and learn self-regulation skills to support them to adaptively navigate different emotions as they occur.
The most important aspect of learning self-regulation is the ability to identify and label emotions. This is a core feature of
the Zones, which develops the ability to understand and appropriately manage our emotions. The Zones provides a consistent framework across the school and uses a common language that is easily accessible by students and staff regardless of
various needs and backgrounds. The Zones uses a colour-coded system that breaks emotions into four groups: Blue Zone,
Green Zone, Yellow Zone and Red Zone. Students learn to identify which Zone/s they are in, and which self-regulation tools or
strategies are most helpful to navigate each zone.
A strength of the Zones of Regulation lies in its simplicity and easy implementation in both the school and home settings.
More information on the Zones of Regulation can be found here THE ZONES OF REGULATION: A SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING PATHWAY TO REGULATION - Welcome. In addition, an information session will be delivered early in 2023 to provide
parents/carers/school community with further information.
Cyber Security Awareness Month—Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office
October is Cyber Security Awareness Month and is an annual reminder for all Australians to stay secure online.
The overarching theme for 2022 is ‘Have you been hacked?’ Cyber security is important for everyone. Luckily, there are
steps everyone can take to protect themselves, students’ and families’ information online.
The first steps for working safely online are

•
•
•
•
•

turning on automatic software updates
using secure cloud services
switching on multi-factor authentication
using passphrases
Watching out for cyber scams. (Most importantly, never ever share your login and password with anyone.)

You must also be aware of scam emails and the Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency define the five common
indicators of phishing email as per the below.
1. Suspicious sender’s address: sender’s email address usually does not match the organisation it comes from or just
comes from a generic domain such as gmail.com or outlook.com.
2. Generic greetings and signature: sender does not address you by name but rather as Dear Sir/Madam or Our Valued
Customer.
3. Spoofed hyperlinks and websites: if hovering over a hyperlink, the link displayed does not match the hyperlink
description or the company claiming to have sent the email.
4. Spelling and layout: grammatical or spelling errors, changes in font and formatting can also be a hint of phishing email.
Company logos out of place can also be another indicator.
5. Suspicious attachments: an unsolicited email asking the reader to download or open an attachment is a common way
for cybercriminals to distribute malware.
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Qld Catholic Education Commission – update
The Non State Schools Transport Assistance Scheme (NSSTAS) administered by QCEC, provides financial
assistance to families transporting children to non-state schools in Queensland.
The Scheme’s Bus Fare Assistance Program (BFAP) provides a rebate above a threshold amount to eligible families whose students
attend a non-state school outside the Brisbane City Council boundary.
The NSSTAS Reference Committee have now set the Semester 1 2023 weekly family threshold as follows:
• $35 (down from $45 in Semester 2 2022)
• $25 concession* (down from $35 in Semester 2 2022)
* applicants who hold a current Health Care, Pensioner or Veterans’ Affairs Pensioner concession card
Funding for the program is capped with the threshold necessary to manage program funding.
Further information about the Scheme is available at SchoolTransport.com.au. Applications can be made online on the website in
May (for Semester 1 travel) and October (for Semester 2 travel).
St Patrick’s P&F Care and Concern Group
The Care and Concern Group has been working hard this year and as a result, has helped a number of local residents to manage and
tidy various gardens around Allora. All parents or grandparents are welcome and encouraged to participate. Together, we can make
a huge difference. Our next outing will be Saturday 22 October at 9:00am weather permitting. All are welcome!!
Glengallan Sporting—Update
Our congratulations must go the Jonte who recently participated as a
member of the Darling Downs Athletics Team which competed at the
State Championships. Jonte competed in the combined event which
incorporates shotput, long jump, 800m and 100m events.
He finished 12th out of a field of 16 which is a wonderful result. Jonte’s
main takeaway from the experience was…”If you just try you can
achieve anything”. Congratulations Jonte and look out Matt Denny!

DATE CLAIMERS
Term 4—2022
• 20 October—St Pat’s Reading Workshop from
3:30pm until 4:00pm. All Welcome!!
• 22 October—Care and Concern home visits
from 9:00am until 11:00am.
• 26 October—Swimming lessons commence
TBC if pool is available.
• 27 October—Warwick Rodeo Queens to visit
• 28 October—Whole School Assembly in the
Church commencing at 2:20pm.
• 28 October—World Teacher’s Day
• 4 November—Volunteers Morning Tea at
10:30am.
• 5 November—P&F Golf and Bowls Fun Day
• 9 November—Audiology Tests
• 11 November—Remembrance Day Liturgy and
Class Awards at 9:00am.
• 14 November—P&F Care and Concern home
visits from 3:15pm until 5:00pm.

Enjoy the rest of your week and we hope to see many of you
throughout the coming weeks. As always, if you have any queries or
concerns, please do not hesitate in contacting the school.

Kindest regards

• 16 November—Prep Transition # 3 from 8:45am
until 11:00am. (With Parent Information—all
things 2023)

Keith Blaikie—Principal
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IT’S A FUN, FAST & ACTIVE PROGRAM
FOR KIDS OF ALL ABILITIES TO LEARN
CRICKET!

$50 DISCOUNT – WARWICK CRICKET ASSOCIATION
Details of the Season:
• Calling all girls between 4 – 11 years old
• When: ALL Summer Long
• Where: Right here in Toowoomba!

Sign up today by scanning the QR Code or visit playcricket.com.au and search
Warwick Cricket Association
•
Enter the Voucher Code - 0239DC2F to redeem your $50 discount!
Further enquires contact Morne at morne.vdmerwe@qldcricket.com.au

HAVE
A BLAST
Get into Woolworths Cricket Blast
It’s a fun and active program for kids of all abilities, whether
it’s your first time with a bat or you’re a backyard Cricket star!

Cricket season starts THIS WEEK for all Boys &
Girls aged 5-16. For more info, SCAN the QR Code
above/visit playcricket.com.au and search Warwick
Cricket Association.

Join your nearest club
Play Cricket
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