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Reminders  
 

Uniform Days 
Sports 

Wednesday, Friday. 
Formal 

Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday. 

Summer Uniform  
 

Please remember 
that we are a...  

‘Nut Aware’ School. 
 

Church Times  - 
Celebrations are up 
and running again 

with social 
distancing measures 

in place. Times for 
Masses are as 

follows: 

1st Sunday -  9am 
2nd and 3rd Sunday 

– 5.30pm 

 4th & 5th Sunday  
Liturgy of the Word 
with Communion -   

9am 

 

Dear Families 

Welcome back to the start of Term 4. As we all draw our collective breath before the start of another busy 
term, we hope the holidays provided your family with a plethora of opportunities to spend quality time 
together.  

It was extremely positive to witness many parents taking up the opportunity to attend a Parent/ Teacher 
Interview at the end of Term 3. These interviews are extremely important in fostering a positive relationship 
between the school and home. It is this notion of parental engagement which can only enhance the 
academic progress of our students. If you still need to touch base with your child’s teacher, please contact 
the school to arrange a suitable time. An open and respectful relationship between home and school is 
crucial to the academic development of our students. As our Vision statement suggests, we are an inclusive 
community committed to high levels of learning for all. 

In terms of staffing, preparations are well underway for the 2023 academic year. It is the school’s goal to 
maintain the current structure of four classes. Hopefully more information will be confirmed in the Week 3 
Newsletter in regard to 2023.  

In terms of planning for 2023, the school would appreciate a courtesy email if you intend to move from 
the area and leave St Patrick’s School. This will assist the school in planning for 2023 classes.  

Whilst the whirlwind nature of Term 4 looms like a summer cyclone on the horizon, there is much to 
celebrate. Another cohort of Year 6 students and their ever-supportive parents will leave the safety of  
St Patrick’s as they embark upon the next stage of their educational journey at secondary school. We are 
losing two long serving staff members in Ms Donnelly and Mrs Telford who will also embark upon their next 
journey of their lives in retirement. On a positive note, in an effort to improve the literacy levels of all 
students, we are currently developing a whole school scope and sequence into how St Patrick’s teaches 
reading, writing and spelling for implementation in 2023. The skills of reading will take centre stage in  
Term 4 as staff will undertake professional development in this area. This is an exciting time for the school. 
In article by Belinda Luscombe (2022) published in Time magazine, she outlines the complexities of reading. 

“For most children, however, recognising that certain squiggles on a page or screen correspond to certain 
sounds requires painstaking instruction. In all, the 26 letters of the English alphabet can be combined to 
make 44 sounds (depending on your accent). When those sounds are put together, they create 15 000 
syllables and untold numbers of words. Ideally, children figure out what the letter string says at about 
the same moment a word they already know crystallizes into view. And after a couple of those aha 
moments, usually starting in first and second grade, when nicky reveals itself as nice or kakhy-ef 
transforms into chief, the word seems to move into permanent memory. This is known as the simple 
view of reading: it’s the product of a robust ability to decode letters, and a strong vocabulary.” 

COVID 19 update—Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office  

National Cabinet has decided that as from Friday 14 October 2022 mandatory COVID-19 isolation periods 
will end in all States and Territories, including Queensland. Until 14 October the current isolation protocols 
in Queensland remain in place.  

The Chief Medical Officer (CMO) stated that the advice provided to support this decision was time and 
context specific, based on current community case numbers and low hospitalisation and ICU admission 
rates. The CMO stated it also reflected higher rates of hybrid immunity within the community.  

Pandemic leave disaster payments will also cease from 14 October, with some exceptions in high-risk 
settings such as aged and disability care.  

Each jurisdiction will implement this change via relevant public health legislation.  

While mandatory isolation ends, Queensland authorities will offer further guidance around future 
management of COVID-19 cases outside of the existing health direction frameworks. Our approach to these 
issues in the future will be in line with pre-pandemic protocols for managing respiratory and seasonal 
illnesses like influenza.  

St Patrick’s P&F Care and Concern Group 

The Care and Concern Group has been working hard this year and as a result, has helped a number of local 
residents to manage and tidy various gardens around Allora.  All parents or grandparents are welcome and 
encouraged to participate. Together, we can make a huge difference. Our next outings will be Saturday 22 
October at 9:00am and Monday 14 November at 3:15pm. All are welcome!! 

 

 

 

 

 
Our School Student 

Protection  
Contacts are:  

Ms Donnelly 
Mr Blaikie  

Mrs Jennifer Fenn 

 

Our Vision 
An inclusive 
community 

committed to high 
levels of learning  

for all. 

Our Mission 
In the spirit of Saint 
Mary Mackillop, we 
strive for excellence 
with love, dignity, 

integrity and justice. 
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Sensory Impairment Advisor – Mrs Anna Chandler  

Good hearing health is essential for children to reach their full potential in all life areas, especially when it 
comes to school performance. Quite often, hearing loss has a profoundly negative effect on academic  
performance and social and emotional wellbeing. Research indicates that approximately 15% of children 
between the ages of 5 and 19 have mild hearing loss of at least 16 dB in one, or both ears. This potentially means that in every 
classroom there could be 3 or 4 students experiencing hearing loss. 

Most commonly, hearing loss in children is temporary and treatable, but if left undetected, it can have a significant negative impact 
on a child’s development. Often the signs of poor hearing can be overlooked and mistaken for other behaviours or conditions. It is 
recommended that children have an Audiology test every 1-2 years. This is to ensure that a child’s hearing health is being monitored 
on a regular basis, and early intervention is available if required. Children with a history of ear infections, grommets or other poor 
hearing health are particularly encouraged to have an Audiology test. Other concerns may include: Academic difficulties, irrelevant 
responses to questions, difficulty following directions and remembering information, speech language concerns, phonological 
awareness delays, ongoing illnesses such as regular colds and runny noses and auditory processing concerns.  

A particular concern for rural students is permanent hearing loss from exposure to noise. This includes listening to music through 
headphones, recreational activities such as motorbiking, shooting and machinery, and other activities such as gaming.  Parents are 
asked to be mindful of their child’s exposure to this sort of noise induced trauma, and ensure that proper hearing safety is worn. 
One event could result in permanent hearing loss. St Patrick’s School Allora will facilitate Audiology testing during Term 4.  

St Patrick’s P&F Golf and Bowls Fun Day  -  Saturday 5 November 2022 from 12:00noon until 8:00pm  

Yes it is back!! The postponed Golf and Bowls Fun Day will return on Saturday 5 November. Let’s hope for a reasonably dry spring. 
Don’t leave it too late as nominations are filling fast! If you are unable to find enough players for your golf foursome, please still  
register your team as players will be allocated to your team who are unable to register as a single team. Please remember that  
everyone is welcome!! See you there! 

Welcome back once again to the start of a new term. As always, if you have any queries or concerns, please do 
not hesitate in contacting the school. Please remember the St Patrick’s Parish Fete which is going ahead on 
Friday 7 October commencing at 5:00pm. This is a wonderful community event where the parish and school 
communities come together for some fun and fellowship. 

Kindest regards 

 

 

Keith Blaikie—Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

DATE CLAIMERS 

Term 4—2022 

• 5 October—P&F Meeting at 6:00pm in the library 

and via Zoom 

• Fete Set Up Thursday 6th Oct from 5pm then 

Friday 7th Oct from 8.20am 

• 7 October—St Patrick’s Parish Fete from 5:00pm 

until 9:00pm 

• 14 October—Whole School Assembly in the 

Church commencing at 2:20pm. Matt Denny to 

visit. 

• 19 October—Newsletter 

• 19 October—Prep Transition # 2. From 2pm to 

3pm. 

• 20 October—St Pat’s Reading Workshop from 

3:30pm until 4:00pm. All Welcome!! 

• 26 October—Swimming lessons commence 

• 27 October—Warwick Rodeo Queen visit 

• 28 October—Whole School Assembly in the 

Church commencing at 2:20pm. 



Scan to register
Supported by



*T&C’S APPLY, SAVINGS OFF ORIGINAL PRICES.
ZERO & REWARDS CARD HOLDERS MUST USE CARD AT CHECKOUT.

SHOP INSTORE & ONLINE

DON’T HAVE A ZERO ORREWARDS CARD? APPLY INSTORE
OR ONLINE & START ENJOYINGTHE BENEFITS.

2 DAY VIP EVENT

20%
OFF

& EVERYTHING ELSE
SCHOOLWEAR*

R E WA R D S  C L U B

GREAT BENEFITS / ZERO INTEREST

 

13TH  14TH OCTOBER


	St Patrick's Allora Newsletter Term 4 Week 1 2022.pdf
	WK1 headspace Day 2022 Warwick's Got Talent ASK15092022.pdf
	WK1 ZERO-OCTOBER-SCHOOLWEAR-FLYER.pdf

