
 

 

7 September 2022 — Week 9 Term 3 

St Patrick’s School Allora— Newsletter 

Providing Outstanding Education since 1916 

Reminders  
 

Uniform Days 
Sports 

Wednesday, Friday. 
Formal 

Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday. 

Winter Uniform  
 

Please remember 
that we are a...  

‘Nut Aware’ School. 
 

Church Times  - 
Celebrations are up 
and running again 

with social 
distancing measures 

in place. Times for 
Masses are as 

follows: 

1st Sunday -  9am 
2nd and 3rd Sunday 

– 5.30pm 

 4th & 5th Sunday  
Liturgy of the Word 
with Communion -   

9am 

 

Dear Families 

The word ‘catholic’ provides a plethora of different meanings. ‘Catholic’ comes from the 

Greek term meaning universal or world-wide. It is also linked to a communion of church communities. It is 

this notion of community which provides our foundation at St Patrick’s School. A great example of an active 

community was the presence of many fathers and their relatives attending the school’s Father’s Day Liturgy 

on Thursday 2 September. Our congratulations must also go to our Talgai and Cunningham students who 

led this wonderful heart-felt celebration. From all accounts, the decorated biscuits consumed by our dads 

on Father’s Day was another added bonus. As a school community, we wish to acknowledge the willingness 

of Cassie and Ross Williams who kindly donated their time and materials to ensure every child had a small 

gift to present to their father, grandparent or uncle on Father’s Day. Thank you!! 

 

National Child Protection Week – Deanna Church TCSO 

During National Child Protection Week (4-10 September 2022) our staff, students and communities 
continue to embrace the overarching message that 'Every child, in every community, needs a fair go'.  You 
can find out more about Child Protection Week at: NAPCAN - CPW. 

When children are not growing up safe we have a sacred opportunity in our work to change the trajectory 
for them. All children have the right to grow up in environments that support them according to their 
needs, now and into the future.  It is our responsibility to continually work to reinforce safety messages in 
our schools and to strictly adhere to policy, procedure and safeguarding guidelines regarding student 
protection and wellbeing support. 

Our schools all deliver the Daniel Morcombe Curriculum and many participate in events such as Day for 
Daniel, the Daniel Morcombe Foundation’s Australia’s Biggest Child Safety Lesson, and many other 
initiatives designed to educate and empower our students. We collectively commit to an agenda of 
continual improvement in this important endeavour. 

As part of National Child Protection Week, RUOK Day will take centre focus on Thursday 8 September. This 
is a national day to remind everyone that every day is a day to ask, ‘Are you OK?’ and to show support to 
each other through life’s ups and downs. At St Patrick’s, we see looking out for one another as a key life skill 
and support our students to learn how to look out for each other and be good friends, as well as who to talk 
to if they feel worried about anything or anyone.  

Research shows that when people are able to talk about what’s troubling them, they feel supported, 
connected and better about their situation and themselves. If people genuinely ask how someone is going, 
they can help that person to open up and then offer additional support if this is needed. So, find a 
meaningful moment, to ask the people in your life, how they are and be prepared to listen and show 
support. We don’t have to wait till someone is in visible crisis or distress before we offer help. If we can 
weave this approach into our everyday interactions, we can make a genuine difference in the lives of 
others. If you or someone you know is not coping well and may be struggling with anxiety or depression, it’s 
important to seek help. Make an appointment to see your GP to arrange referral for counselling, you can 
arrange a mental health care plan, which enables a Medicare rebate.   

Just a reminder to complete the parent permission via the Parent Portal for the school’s PD lessons.  

 

 

 

 

 
Our School Student 

Protection  
Contacts are:  

Ms Donnelly 
Mr Blaikie  

Mrs Jennifer Fenn 

 

Our Vision 
An inclusive 
community 

committed to high 
levels of learning  

for all. 

Our Mission 
In the spirit of Saint 
Mary Mackillop, we 
strive for excellence 
with love, dignity, 

integrity and justice. 

https://www.napcan.org.au/ncpw-theme/
https://danielmorcombe.com.au/day-for-daniel/
https://danielmorcombe.com.au/day-for-daniel/
https://danielmorcombe.com.au/australias-biggest-child-safety-lesson-2/
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Term 3 Excursions 

To further widen the educational experiences of our students at St Patrick’s School, students in Years 2 to 6 
were provided with the opportunity to travel to the Queensland Museum in Brisbane to view,  
Disney: The Magic of Animation Exhibition. Students viewed more than 500 original sketches and artworks, 
whist exploring how the magic of animation is brought to life. Meanwhile our Prep and Year 1 students travelled to the Darling 
Downs Zoo at Pilton. In what was a most enjoyable experience, the students gained a greater understanding of the life cycles and 
habitats unique to many animals. The presenters at the zoo were extremely professional in their presentations and were highly  
informative. The school owes a great deal of gratitude to Ms Preston and Miss Hickey for their organisation of these events.  

Walt Disney Animation – Amelie S (Year 5)  

Two weeks ago, Years 2-6 travelled to Brisbane to go to the Queensland Museum. There was so many exhibitions and we were lucky 

to see other exhibits other than Disney. When we walked into the Disney exhibition we saw the first ever Micky Mouse movie, it 

was incredible and quite different to the movies today. We were given clip boards to try to draw some of the characters and see 

how hard it was to make them. Our findings were that it was exceedingly difficult to get the small details of the characters, but we 

still had a lot of fun trying! We enjoyed walking around the museum to look at beautiful pieces of art. At the very end of the day we 

were able to fill out a form to design our own characters, the hardest part was producing a name, let alone other things like clothes, 

colours and what our character looked like. As you can see, we had a lot of fun at the Disney Excursion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Darling Downs Zoo Excursion 

There is no better way than to provide some student voice.  

Rose—”I liked the giraffes because they had long necks.” 

Lachlan—”Some snakes are not venomous like carpet snakes.” 

Breeze—” I liked the baby leopards because they were so little.” 

Leo—”I liked how the Komodo dragons moved.” 

Edward—”I really enjoyed seeing the poisonous snakes because I like 

seeing venomous snakes.”  

George—”I liked the lions, tigers and cheetahs because they run fast 

and look very strong.” 

Grace—”I liked everything. The zoo was amazing.” 

Thomas—”I liked the tigers because they jumped up on the cage at 

lunch and looked very scary”.  
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St Patrick’s P&F Care and Concern Group 

The Care and Concern Group has been working hard this year and as a result, has helped a number of local 
residents to manage and tidy various gardens around Allora. This social justice initiative will continue next 
week. All parents or grandparents are welcome and encouraged to participate. Together, we can make a huge difference.  
Our next outing will be on Wednesday — 14 September from 3:15pm to 4:45pm. Everyone is most welcome to attend.  

Father’s Day Movie Night 

The St Patrick’s School P&F would like to extend an invitation to all families to attend our Father’s Day Movie Night which is going to 
be held on Friday 9 September from 5:30pm to 8:00pm.  Please come along and enjoy some fellowship and BBQ dinner. Please note 
that this is a family event and there will be no staff supervision. BYO drinks but no glass please. See you there!! 

2022 Melbourne Cup visit to St Patrick’s School  

Yes, that is correct. The 2022 Melbourne Cup that will presented to the winning horse will make a detour to St Patrick’s on  
Wednesday 14 September. The Melbourne Cup will be accompanied by an entourage from Victoria who will provide an overview of 
history and background of this iconic horse race. The presentation will commence at 8:40am. All welcome to attend! 

Feast Day of St Mary of the Cross Mackillop 

On Tuesday 13 September commencing at 9:30am, we will celebrate the Feast Day of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. St Mary  
challenges us to 'Be the Change!' we wish to see in the world. A prolific writer, St Mary challenged her sisters to do this, by saying 
'We must teach more by example than by word'.  

St Mary was inspirational, not because she was faultless, but because she was able to draw on her faith, strength and virtues of her 
character to mount seemingly impossible hurdles, not for her own ends but to help ordinary Australians. St Mary and her sisters 
founded numerous schools in Australia, many of those in our  
own diocese. 

 

Enjoy the rest of your week and we hope to see many of you 

throughout the final week of Term 3. As always, if you have any  

queries or concerns, please do not hesitate in contacting the 

school.  

Kindest regards 

Keith Blaikie—Principal 

 

 
 

DATE CLAIMERS 

Term 3—2022 

• 5 to 9 September—Child Protection Week 

• 9 September—Father’s Day Movie Night from 

5:30pm to 8:00pm. All are welcome! 

• 12 September—Morcombe Foundation to visit 

students in Years 3 to 6.  

• 13 September—Mary Mackillop Feast Day Mass 

commencing at 9:30am in the Church. 

• 14 September—Melbourne Cup (2023) will visit the 

school at 8.45am. All are welcome! 

• 16 September—Broncos Cup in Warwick for Year 6 

students only. 

• 16 September—Whole School Assembly at 2:20pm  

in the Church. 

Term 4—2022 

• 3 October—PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

• 4 October—Term 4 commences at 8:40am. 

• 7 October—St Patrick’s Fete 5pm 

• 19 October—Prep 2023 Transition # 2 afternoon 

1.50pm to 2.55pm 

• 16 November—Prep 2023 Transition # 3 morning 

8.45am to 11am 

• 30 November—Prep 2023 Transition # 4 afternoon 

1.50pm to 2.55pm 



 

 

ST PATRICK’S FETE IS COMING – Friday 7th OCTOBER - 2022 

 

How can I help now? 

• NEW!! – HAUNTED MAZE – To help this new attraction please bring in anything Halloween or 

scary related that can help build this attraction.  Can you please send / or bring items by 

Thursday 15th September so we can start planning.  Please name any items that are to be 

returned after the fete.  Thank You. 

• Bottle Stall Bottles – Please start bringing these in, deliver directly to classroom 

 

Fete Bottle Stall Competition — One of the biggest stalls of our Fete is the Bottle Stall.  What is a bottle 

stall you might ask?  Essentially a massive Lucky Dip.  Jars or bottles can be filled with all sorts of items 

and brought to school, tickets are then purchased on the night and the lucky tickets will be able to claim 

their prize!!  So, get out your old bottles / jars / small containers and fill them with goodies for the Fete 

bottle stall.  Soft drinks are not permitted. 

Not only is it an attraction on the night, but it also provides a great competition between classes as to 

who will get the highest number of bottles (averaged to account for different class sizes).  Thank you in 

advance for your generous donations. Final count of Class Bottles on Thursday 6th October at 9am. 

 

What other information would be helpful to know? 

• Helpers Needed – A questionnaire will be sent out soon to assist in allocating helpers for the 

night of the fete, especially the BBQ.  The Fete is unable to operate without the generosity of 

helpers.  Even an hour will be of great assistance. 

• Cake Stall Baking - Plates will be sent home at the end of Term 3 for the Cake Stall Baking, baked 

items to be labelled with ingredients and brought to school on Friday morning or directly to fete 

• Working Bee - There will be a working bee on Thursday (6th Oct) to setup for the Fete and Friday 

morning (Friday 7th October) after drop-off 

• Pre-Sale of Side Show Alley Passes– ‘Side Show Alley’ will operate again this year creating even 
more fun for families. A percentage of the proceeds will go to our year 6 students to fund the 
farewell gift that they traditionally purchase for the school.  Passes will be $5 each or $2 each, 
and can be purchased at the front of our school Wednesday (5th Oct) and Thursday (6th 
Oct).  These can also be purchased on the night. Each pass entitles the passholder to 5 visits ($5 
pass) or 2 visits ($2 pass) to any of the stalls. List of stalls to be confirmed. 

 

Regards 

 St Patrick’s Fete Committee  



Before and
after school

care  

Phone: 46662299
Email: info@headstartaustralia.com
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