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St Patrick’s School Allora— Newsletter
Our Vision
An inclusive
community
committed to high
levels of learning
for all.
Our Mission
In the spirit of Saint
Mary Mackillop, we
strive for excellence
with love, dignity,
integrity and justice.

Dear Families
What a fortnight it has been! There is one thing that schools have in common and that is that no two days
are ever the same. Let’s just say that the past two weeks have been extremely challenging in terms of staff
and student illness. As a school community, we need to acknowledge the wonderful efforts of all our staff to
front-up day in and day out to provide a stimulating and interesting learning experiences. In particular, Ms.
Preston has steered the ship with ease over the past two weeks. Well done Ms. P and we hope you
thoroughly enjoy your well-deserved long-service leave. We look forward to seeing you refreshed at the
start of Term 4.
Currently, we are in the process of interviewing our new Prep students who will join the school in 2023.
Enrolments are gathering momentum and we are extremely proud that the school has 14 prospective
students for 2023. This is a wonderful effort and speaks volumes of the positive teaching and learning
culture that is associated with St Patrick’s School. As part of the interview process, and as a school
community, we are always looking for feedback and for ways to improve. As my final question in our Prep
interviews, I ask: What do you expect from St Patrick’s after your child leaves in Year 6? Please read our
parent responses:
“Teaching a set of values which align with our own values (and providing) balanced children
who will contribute to society.”

Our School Student
Protection
Contacts are:
Ms Donnelly
Mr Blaikie
Mrs Jennifer Fenn

Reminders
Uniform Days
Sports
Wednesday, Friday.
Formal
Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday.
Winter Uniform
Please remember
that we are a...
‘Nut Aware’ School.
Church Times Celebrations are up
and running again
with social
distancing measures
in place. Times for
Masses are as
follows:
1st Sunday - 9am
2nd and 3rd Sunday
– 5.30pm
4th & 5th Sunday
Liturgy of the Word
with Communion 9am

“Attaining 80% or higher in terms of her academic progress at the end of Year 6.”
“Our children need to be resilient to face the challenges of life.”
“Some good mates. A boy who is confident and enjoys the learning journey.”
“We want our son to be a happy learner, able to follow his interests, is capable and resilient
before his high school journey begins.”
Reading the St Patrick’s Allora Way
In order to keep our students at the centre of the school’s vision, which is to be an inclusive community
committed to high levels of learning for all, staff have been engaged in a body of research known as the
Science of Reading. The school’s Learning Enrichment teacher Mrs Kathryn Lucas is a passionate convert.
Her observations during small group reading intervention, coupled with the Science of Reading theory, have
highlighted some possible areas for targeted improvement. “We need to teach a systematic sound-based
reading program based on decoding and phonological awareness which limits the overuse of context clues
and sight words as students’ go to reading strategies”.
The staff of St Patrick’s School are currently developing a whole school scope and sequence that
incorporates the ‘how’ we teach reading from Prep to Year 6. At its core will be explicit teaching involving
the manipulation of words, decoding of texts, flexibility with sounds and limiting the overuse of predictions
or picture clues. Building vocabulary through the use of rich texts during shared and modelled reading times
will remain a focus.
A Parent Engagement Session will take place on Thursday 20 October at 3:30pm at St Patrick’s School,
Allora. This session will be facilitated by our Early Years teachers. Our staff will provide explicit instruction
around reading and how parents may support their students at home. Everyone is most welcome even if
your children are not enrolled at St Patrick’s School.
Congratulations Father Rod
On behalf of St Patrick’s School, we would like to extend our most sincere congratulations to Father Rod
who will celebrate his 50th anniversary as an ordained priest. This is a wonderful achievement and as you
would agree, we are so lucky to have Father Rod as part of our wonderful community. His sense of duty,
compassion and service to the priesthood provides a clear example for all of us to follow. Everyone is
welcome to attend a celebratory Mass this Sunday 28 August commencing at 10:00am at the St James and
John Church, 11 Meara Place, Clifton.
St Patrick’s P&F Care and Concern Group
The Care and Concern Group has been working hard this year and as a result, has helped a number of local
residents to manage and tidy various gardens around Allora. This social justice initiative will continue this
weekend. Saturday— 27 August from 9:00 to 11:00am (Please meet in the carpark outside St Patrick's
School at 8:50am) All parents or grandparents are welcome and encouraged to participate. Together, we
can make a huge difference.
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Library News
It has been a big couple of weeks in the library this term.
Author Visit
We were very lucky to have children’s author Lian Tanner visit our school on 2 August, 2022. She shared with us
her recipe for story writing:
• Someone wants something
• High stakes
• Problems and obstacles.
The children really got into the swing of things composing an oral story with Lian’s prompting. Lian was brilliant
with the children, encouraging them to dig deeper prompting better responses from the children. She stressed
with them that a strong story idea:
• Starts you thinking
• Raises questions
• Makes you want to find out what happens.

Book Fair
Thank you so much for supporting our Book Fair in Week 4. Due to your generosity in allowing your children to
purchase books from our Book Fair, we were able to choose an additional $335.50 worth of books to add to the
school collection, this meant that we were able to obtain 20 Novels; 16 Picture Books and 11 Non-fiction Books!
Thank you so much!
Book Parade
This week we celebrated Book Week with our Annual Book Week Parade. All children and staff came dressed
as characters out of their favourite books. It was fabulous to have so many Mums, Dads and Grandparents join
us for the morning, promoting books and a love of reading. It is wonderful to hear about the many different and
varied books which our students are currently reading.
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A message from the Executive Director – Dr Pat Coughlan.
“The best criticism of the bad is the practice of the better.”
This quote by Franciscan theologian Richard Rohr captures a familiar challenge encountered by all
organisations, groups and indeed families at some stage of their journey. There are times when things simply don’t go as they
should. Rohr says that when things are not as they should be, just go ahead and do them better. If we really believe in the values we
say we believe in, then put them into practice. Don't waste any time trying to prove someone else is wrong or attribute blame.
Schools are prime examples of places where everyday things simply do not go as planned. When you place a diverse group of
students, staff and parents together in the same place and add a challenging learning agenda you have a recipe for a lively and
sometimes adversarial exchange.
In Catholic schools it is not the absence of conflict, disagreement or failure which makes us distinctive, far from it, it is the way
conflict, disagreement and failure is viewed, managed and resolved. As Rohr says, if our values mean anything to us at all, we will
always look for a better way of doing things rather than dwell on what hasn’t worked. Our values of dignity, potential and life
squarely place the education and wellbeing of students, staff and families, at the forefront of our work.
As an ecosystem of schools we have come a long way and have much to be proud of. Evidence of this is being heard in the current
round of listening forums. Staff professional learning and wellbeing needs, are being given priority and appropriately resourced,
student learning data is improving on every measure. Catholic identity is understood, lived and articulated, the standard of school
facilities is on an upward trajectory and resourcing distribution is more finely targeted for maximum impact. These are just a few of
many reasons why Toowoomba Catholic Schools can be justifiably satisfied with the progress made over the last few years.
R U OK Day – Thursday 8 September: Are they really, OK?
R U OK Day is a national day to remind everyone that every day is a day to ask, ‘Are you OK?’ and to show support to each other
through life’s ups and downs. At St Patrick’s, we see looking out for one another as a key life skill and support our students to learn
how to look out for each other and be good friends, as well as who to talk to if they feel worried about anything or anyone.
Research shows that when people are able to talk about what’s troubling them, they feel supported, connected and better about
their situation and themselves. If people genuinely ask how someone is going, they can help that person to open up and then offer
additional support if this is needed. So, find a quiet moment, to ask the people in your life, how they are and be prepared to listen
and show support. We don’t have to wait till someone is in visible crisis or distress before we offer help. If we can weave this
approach into our everyday interactions, we can make a genuine difference in the lives of others. If you or someone you know is not
coping well and may be struggling with anxiety or depression, it’s important to seek help. Make an appointment to see your GP to
arrange referral for counselling, you can arrange a mental health care plan, which enables a Medicare rebate.

Father’s Day—2022

DATE CLAIMERS

Please see the outline below for the school’s activities in
relation to Father’s Day Celebrations for 2022.
Father’s Day Liturgy – Thursday 1 September commencing
at 9:00am in the Church. This liturgy will be led by our
Talgai (Prep and Year 1) and Cunningham (Year 2) students
and is an open invitation to all members of the school and
parish community. Tissues will be supplied.
Father’s Day Gifts—Cassie and Ross Williams have very
kindly offered to bake biscuits and help students to
decorate these tasty delights as presents for Father’s Day.

Term 3—2022
• 26 August—100 Years of Disney Animation
(Years 2 to 6 will travel to Brisbane)
• 26 August—Darling Downs Zoo (Talgai)
• 27 August—P&F Care and Concern (Group)
9:00 to 11:00am
• 1 September—Fathers’ Day Liturgy and Student
Awards, 9:00am in the Church. Followed by
Morning Tea near the tuckshop.

Enjoy the rest of your week. As always, if you have any queries
or concerns, please do not hesitate in contacting the school.

• 1 September—Assumption College transition

Kindest regards

• 2 September—PUPIL FREE DAY. Staff to attend

afternoon from 12noon Year 6 only.
PD in Millmerran. School is Closed.

Keith Blaikie—Principal

• 5 to 9 September—Child Protection Week
• 7 September—Prep 2023 Morning 8.45am
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