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St Patrick’s School Allora— Newsletter
Our Vision
An inclusive
community
committed to high
levels of learning
for all.
Our Mission
In the spirit of Saint
Mary Mackillop, we
strive for excellence
with love, dignity,
integrity and justice.

Our School Student
Protection
Contacts are:
Ms Donnelly
Mr Blaikie
Mrs Jennifer Fenn

Reminders
Uniform Days
Sports
Wednesday, Friday.
Formal
Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday.
Winter Uniform

Dear Families
Catholic Education Week is an opportunity for all 309 Catholic schools in Queensland to
celebrate and promote their distinctive mission and ethos. Catholic education strives to make a difference
in the lives of those in our schools and in the wider community by challenging young people to live out the
message of Jesus and to reach their full potential as compassionate, contributing, life-giving members of
society.
The theme for this year is ‘Communities of Faith, Hope and Love’. The Year 5 and 6 students were given the
task to create an artwork which reflects their understanding of hope. Emilia’s artwork (Year 5 student) was
chosen as the symbol which best represents St Patrick’s School. This artwork is currently on display in the
Toowoomba Catholic Schools Office. An artist’s statement also accompanied Emilia’s artwork:
St Patrick’s School Allora, Years 5/6 were lucky enough to be in this wonderful competition
for Catholic Education Week. Our school was given the topic of hope. Our class chose clay
as our medium.
How does a dove flying out of a cave symbolise hope?
Jesus is the source of all hope because he is the path of life. I have symbolised this by
portraying the life of a dove coming out of a dark and gloomy cave. I thought about how
unlikely it was if a bird did fly out of a cave. You would have to hope for that. I then thought
about birds that might symbolize hope and that was a dove.
Colour scheme
Black to grey
Black symbolizes darkness and sadness. I put black at the back of my cave and blended
different shades of grey to make it lighter towards the front of the cave. The lighter shades
of grey symbolize our links to life and hope.
White
White symbolises life. I painted my dove white to connect to realistic colours of a dove and
to connect to hope and life. The colour makes me feel hopeful and calm.
Pink
Pink symbolizes hope. I added pink to make my sculpture stand out to symbolize the power
of hope and the effect hope has on people. The colour pink makes me feel happy and
welcomed.
Texture
I tried to make the cave look rough and rocky. This relates to the realistic textures of reality
and our emotions because when I am sad, I feel all rough and gloomy. The dove was
smooth because when I am filled with hope, I feel relaxed and smooth.

Please remember
that we are a...
‘Nut Aware’ School.
Church Times Celebrations are up
and running again
with social
distancing measures
in place. Times for
Masses are as
follows:
1st Sunday - 9am
2nd and 3rd Sunday
– 5.30pm
4th & 5th Sunday
Liturgy of the Word
with Communion 9am

Catholic Education Week also allows the contribution of staff to be recognised through the Toowoomba
Catholic Schools Excellence Awards. It is with a great sense of pride that St Patrick’s School acknowledges
the significant contribution of Ms Mary Donnelly to Catholic Education who has been nominated as a finalist
in the Primary/ Kindergarten Expert Teacher section. The school also recognises the contribution of
Mrs Lyn Geyle who has completed 25 years of committed and unconditional service to Catholic education.
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Central Downs Athletics —Allora State School
The final day of the Central Downs Athletics carnival will take place on Thursday 28 July (8:30am to
3:00pm). Students need to be dropped at Allora State School between 8:30am - 8:40am and report to Ms.
Donnelly, a teacher will meet the buses at Allora State School and escort them to the oval. Students will
walk back to school at the conclusion of the event if they have not been collected by their parents. Please contact the office
if you are unable to transport your child to Allora State School.
Students who are not participating in this carnival will come to school as per normal.
Commonwealth School Data Collection—Information attached
The Commonwealth Census Day is Friday, 5 August 2022. Consistent with the process in 2022, the Toowoomba Catholic Schools
Office (TCSO) will be responsible for the upload of data extracted from Sentral. The Australian Government Department of
Education, Skills and Employment (the department) would like to advise all parents and guardians that it collects certain
information about your child’s school, its staff, and student body.
The department collects this information to:
• Ensure the provision of Australian Government funding to schools is properly calculated and appropriately managed.
• Conduct research, statistical analysis and develop school education policy for the Australian Government.
• Meet national and international reporting obligations on school students in Australia.
• Publish and provide information about schools to the public.
St Patrick’s P&F Care and Concern Group
The Care and Concern Group has been working hard this year and as a result, has helped a number of local
residents to manage and tidy various gardens around Allora. This social justice initiative will continue throughout Term 3. Date
claimers for Term 3 include:
• Saturday—6 August from 9:00 to 11:00am
• Saturday— 26 August from 9:00 to 11:00am
• Wednesday— 14 September from 3:15 to 5:00pm
All parents or grandparents are welcome and encouraged to participate. Together, we can make a huge difference.
‘Come and Try Morning’ for Prep in 2023
On Wednesday 27 July, we welcomed potential students to St Patrick’s School as they embarked upon our ‘Come and Try
Morning’ for Prep in 2023. These new students together with their families are most welcome as we are proud to showcase our
great school. St Patrick’s School has shaped the academic, spiritual, social and physical needs of generations of students since
1916. The observation and talking with our Year 6 students provides new families with a lens into the young people at the heart
of St Patrick’s School.
Our goal at St Patrick’s is to maintain high academic standards for all students. We value student learning and growth and
continue to place a strong emphasis on quality teaching and learning in alignment with the Australian Curriculum. Our
professional learning community of teachers and officers work collaboratively towards creating the ideal learning environment
for every child.The Community of St Patrick’s School Allora is extremely fortunate. Fortunate to follow the Josephite tradition,
a Catholic tradition that has produced women of the caliber such as St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. A tradition built on love,
dignity, integrity and justice where a sense of compassion is the greatest gift. These values are still extremely important and
provide
rel-
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Allora Sports Museum
On Saturday 16 July, Mr Blaikie was invited by the president of the Allora Sports Museum, Mr Perry Cronin,
to present a small certificate to the great Wayne Bennett. As many of you may know, Wayne is not only a
proud past student of St Joseph’s Convent/ St Patrick’s School but is one of the most successful rugby league
coaches of the modern era. Wayne commenced his schooling at St Joseph’s Convent on the 24 January 1955 as a fresh faced five
year old. Also in attendance was another local hero by the name of Laura Geitz. Laura is not only one of the best netballers Australia
has produced but more importantly, has raised the profile of female sport in Australia and developed a road map for female
professional sport. It is quite amazing the level of sporting greatness a town like Allora has produced over the years.

Library News and Book Fair—Mrs Groombridge
We have some very excited children at school this week as the
Book Fair Books have arrived and are on display in the
library. Children were able to come in on Tuesday and have a
look at the books with their class teachers and myself. Wish
Lists were filled in and have gone home, please have a look at
these with your children and consider coming in and checking
out the books on display. If you would like to you can also view
the books online. There are many more titles to choose from
on-line than are on display at school. Books can be ordered
and paid for online and will be delivered to school on
Wednesday 9th of August – postage free! A fantastic way to
spend a cold weekend - browsing through books with your
child! If you have any questions or concerns please contact
Mrs Groombridge at school. Please see attached flyer!

If ordering on line, please use
St Patrick’s Book Fair ID number: 42543.

DATE CLAIMERS
Term 3—2022
• 28 July—Southern Downs Athletics (Day 2)
• 29 July—PUPIL FREE DAY—Bishop’s Inservice Day
• 2 to 4 August—Book Fair
• 2 August—Author visit, Lian Tanner
• 3 August—Southern Downs 1500m events
• 5 August—Southern Downs Cricket Trials

Correction.
100 Years of Disney Animation Excursion has been moved
to Friday 26 August (Years 2 to 6 will attend this event in
Brisbane) - more information to follow.

• 5 August—TCSO Photo Shoot (Website)
• 5 August—Whole School Assembly at 2:20pm in
the Church.
• 8 August—Southern Downs Athletics

Kindest regards

• 13 August—P&F Golf and Bowls Fun Day
• 23 August—Book Week Parade at 9:00am

Keith Blaikie—Principal
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The Book Warehouse

Book Fair
Online Invite
AFFORDABLE BOOKS AND
F A NFUNDR
TA S TAISING
I C B O OFOR
K S SCHOOLS,
AT F A N TALIBR
S T I ARIES
C P R I AND
C E S ! CHILDC ARE CENTERS

YOU’RE INVITED TO THE

ST PATRICK'S PRIMARY SCHOOL

BOOK FAIR!

There are so many books to look at, it’s like having a book shop at your finger tips
Online from 5 - 14 AUGUST
In the LIBRARY for student viewing
8 - 12 AUGUST
OPEN From 8.00am to 8:40am
and from 3:15 to 4.30pm
Tuesday and Wednesday only.

Fantastic Books at
Fantastic Prices!

Jump online at
www.thebookwarehouse.com.au
(No need to log in or register)

And start shopping.

All shipping costs are reduced to $NIL
when you add the following details
at the bottom of the checkout page.
1. Book Fair ID 42543
2. Students Name
3. Students Class

Every book sold during
the Book Fair will earn
our school up
% in
to
commission

30

Online orders will be delivered FREE to
the school at the completion of the fair.
All titles shown are subject to availability

Dear Parent/Guardian
Commonwealth School Data Collection Notice
The Australian Government Department of Education, Skills and Employment (the department) would
like to advise all parents and guardians that it collects certain information about your child’s school, its
staff, and student body.
Why is this information collected?
This information is collected by the department in accordance with the Australian Education Act 2013
(the Act) and the Australian Education Regulation 2013 (the Regulation). The Act and the Regulation
require the legal entity responsible for the administration of the school (the approved authority) to
provide certain information to the department. The department collects this information to:
•
•
•
•

Ensure the provision of Australian Government funding to schools is properly calculated and
appropriately managed.
Conduct research, statistical analysis and develop school education policy for the Australian
Government.
Meet national and international reporting obligations on school students in Australia.
Publish and provide information about schools to the public.

How is information collected?
Information is provided to the department by a school or their approved authority via various data
collections on the SchoolsHUB website.
What information is collected?
Each data collection fulfils a separate reporting requirement. The data collections conducted through
SchoolsHUB are:
•

•

•
•

•

The Student Residential Address and Other Information Collection (Address Collection)
provides student residential addresses (excluding student names), and the names and
addresses of parents/guardians of students for eligible full or part-time primary and secondary
students enrolled at most non-government schools.
The Financial Accountability (FA) assurance activity is done to certify that the financial
assistance provided by the Australian Government for schools has been spent or committed to
be spent to provide school education.
The Financial Questionnaire (FQ) reports the income, expenditure, assets and liabilities from all
non-government Australian schools receiving Australian Government recurrent grant funding.
Student Attendance (STATS) provides a school’s student attendance rate data by grade, gender
and Indigeneity from non-government schools for full-time students in Years 1 to 10 attending
regular and special schools.
The Non-Government Schools Census (Census) provides information about the number and
characteristics of the school’s staff and student body during a specific reference period.
Characteristics include student year level and workload, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
staff and students, students with disability, students receiving distance education, boarding
students, and overseas students. The names of students and staff are not collected, apart from

•

the name, position and contact details of the staff member nominated as the primary contact
for the annual Census.
Census Special Circumstances Applications may also be made by schools to include a student/s
who did not attend during the Census reference period but otherwise meets Census eligibility
requirements. Schools will provide the department with information and documents about the
student demonstrating their eligibility. The department does not require information that
personally identifies a student and asks schools to de-identify any documents before providing
them.

How will the information be used and disclosed?
Some of the information collected by the department from schools in accordance with the Act and the
Regulation, may be ‘personal information’ for the purposes of the Privacy Act 1988 (Privacy Act).
Personal information is protected by law, including under the Privacy Act. Any use or disclosure of your
personal information must occur in accordance with the Regulation. Personal information is
information or an opinion about an identifiable individual. Personal information includes an individual’s
name and contact details.
Personal information collected by the department may be used or disclosed for the following:
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•

Used by the department to review school funding calculations and develop school education policy.
Used or disclosed where it is otherwise required or authorised by law, including under the Act or
Regulation, or otherwise permitted under the Privacy Act.
Disclosed to the Australian Bureau of Statistics to calculate your non-government school
community’s capacity to contribute to the costs of schooling (Address Collection only).
Disclosed to the Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) to publish on
the My School website and include as high-level data for ACARA's National Report on Schooling in
Australia and the Productivity Commission Report on Government Services (Census and STATS
only).
Disclosed to State and Territory education departments and authorities in accordance with the Act.
Disclosed to a contracted auditor where the department decides to audit or verify the information
provided by an approved authority about a school. The contracted auditor may use previously
collected information or request access to individual student records for comparison purposes. The
contractors may pass this information onto officers within the department, if there is a discrepancy
in the data provided by the school and the school’s records and further investigation is required.
The contracted auditor must handle personal information in accordance with the Privacy Act.
Disclosed to its service providers for the purposes of the provision of information and
communications technology (ICT) support services to the department.
Other than in exceptional circumstances (for example, investigation of fraud relating to overseas
students), the department does not disclose any of the personal information collected to overseas
recipients.

For more information about how the department handles personal information, please review the
department’s privacy policy.
Protecting your child’s privacy
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When student information is provided to the department by schools or approved authorities, the
department requests that the information must not explicitly identify any student. For example,
student names or student identifiers are not provided. To help protect your child’s privacy, we support
schools to submit their reporting requirements using de-identified records.
In limited cases, even without student names or identifiers, a student may be reasonably identifiable
from the information provided (for example, because of the small size of a particular school). In this
event, the disclosure of such personal information to the department by a school, and the collection of
that personal information by the department, are both required and authorised by law for the purposes
of the Privacy Act.
What do you need to do?
You do not need to do anything. Your school is responsible for providing the requested information to
the department.
Want more information?
Your school can provide information about data provided for your child. To find out more about school
data collections and reporting, visit SchoolsHUB.
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Social development
Social development is about children and young people
learning the values, knowledge and skills that enable them to
relate to others.
What is social development?
Children are born social
Social development occurs throughout life and
explains how we recognise, interpret and respond to
social situations. Healthy social development is a
known protective factor for children and young
people's mental health and wellbeing.
Daily contact and interactions with family members,
educators and friends teaches children and young
people about the social world and the rules,
practices and values that support it. Social
development is also influenced by wider networks
including extended family, as well as participation in
the community and culture around them.
Through their relationships and connections with
others, children build a sense of who they are and
where they fit in the social world. By actively
participating in these relationships, children also
affect the ways that adults and their peers relate to
them.
Learn about how you can support social
development in children and young people.

Social development in young
children

From birth, children delight in positive social
interactions with people.
Babies spend almost every waking minute
developing their first relationships with primary
caregivers and other members of the family. When
these first relationships are based on secure
attachment, children learn that they can trust others
to care for them, get their needs met and enjoy life
with others. This is the start of give and take in
relationships.
Friendships and relationships with other children
become more important to children as they grow.
Social development strategies in learning
communities and the broader community help
children learn and enjoy getting along with others.

Social development as children and
young people grow
To achieve healthy social development, children
and young people need to form social bonds with
others who can model and encourage positive
social values and behaviours.
To create these bonds, children and young people
need:
• opportunities for social interaction

• active participation and meaningful engagement
with others including family members, educators
and peers
• to learn social skills through guidance and
modelling in daily informal interactions and
incidental opportunities, as well as planned
teaching which might include participation in
social skills programs
• recognition and reinforcement when positive
social interaction occurs.
Opportunities, skill development and recognition
need to be appropriately matched to children and
young people’s age and stage, as well as individual
characteristics.
Children’s understandings and behaviours are
closely interwoven with emotions and temperament
and the values and attitudes of those around them.
Through ongoing interactions with the important
people in their lives (such as family members and
educators), children refine social skills such as turntaking, listening, cooperation and respect to help
them build positive relationships and friendships.
Prior to the school years, families have the greatest
influence on social development. As children and
young people grow older, they become increasingly
influenced by peer group values and the behaviours
of community role models such as sporting heroes
or media personalities.
When adults are fair, caring and respectful,
children and young people feel a greater sense of
trust and belonging.
Children and young people are more likely to
cooperate with adult guidance when they feel valued
and respected. By contrast, when they feel they’ve
been treated unfairly, they’re less likely to listen and
more likely to avoid or resist discipline.

Learning social values
Children and young people’s ability to understand
others and take their needs and views into account
develops over time.

Young children are naturally self-focused
They often play beside, rather than with, other
children and tend to think that everyone sees things
the same way that they do. In early primary school,
children learn that others may see things differently

from them. Then, as their thinking skills and brain
develop, children and young people are more able to
understand another person’s point of view and,
ﬁnally, to appreciate multiple ways of looking at the
same event or situation.
Teaching children how to put themselves in
someone else’s shoes helps them to relate better to
others and manage conﬂict more effectively. It
promotes caring, respect and fairness. Research
shows that children and young people who’ve learnt
to value others are more likely to include and
appreciate people who are different from them or
who are viewed negatively by others.

Be You Professional Learning
Check out content on social and emotional learning
(SEL) and teaching for resilience in the Learning
Resilience domain.
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