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St Patrick’s School Allora— Newsletter
Our Vision
An inclusive
community
committed to high
levels of learning
for all.
Our Mission
In the spirit of Saint
Mary Mackillop, we
strive for excellence
with love, dignity,
integrity and justice.

Dear Families
Welcome back to Term 3. We are truly blessed at St Patrick’s School with such a vibrant
and passionate community. This sense of community was on display at the recent
Athletics Carnival. Many willing parents were involved in either officiating, or participating in the ball games
against the highly fancied teams from Glengallan. Word on the Allora Grapevine suggests that the local
supply of Deep Heat was completely exhausted by 3:30pm on the afternoon of the Athletics Carnival. Our
school community is one of inclusion; where students, parents, teachers, grandparents, great grandparents
and supporters are welcomed and invited to be part of the school fabric.
Community is also reflected in the Eucharist. In the words of Father Michael Taylor of Charters Towers who
instilled in his congregation the notion that …”Celebration of the Eucharist each Sunday is essential to living
a Catholic life. In the Eucharist and through the Holy Spirit, led by Jesus in a Priest, we, through the action of
the Holy Spirit, use bread and wine to make present among us the crucified and risen Lord and the saving
action of his death-resurrection experience. The sharing of bread and wine during Holy Communion provides
an opportunity to not only become closer to Jesus but also to each other as a Catholic Community”. So
please pencil in Tuesday 27 July when we can come together as a Catholic community to celebrate our
annual Catholic Education Mass commencing at 9:30am in the Church.

Our School Student
Protection
Contacts are:
Ms Donnelly
Mr Blaikie
Ms Jayne Farquharson

Reminders
Uniform Days
Sports
Wednesday, Friday.
Formal
Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday.
Parent Portal (IMPORTANT INFORMATION)

Winter Uniform
Please remember
that we are a
‘Nut Aware’ School.
Church Times Celebrations are up
and running again
with social
distancing measures
in place. Times for
Masses are as
follows:
1st Sunday - 9am,
2nd and 3rd Sunday
– 5.30pm
4th & 5th Sunday Liturgy of the Word
with Communion 9am

St Patrick’s School Allora is moving to a new portal and app for parents and caregivers in Semester 2, 2021.
The roll out of this new portal began in Week 9, Term 2. The Parent Portal is available via any device with
an internet connection. The app is called Sentral for Parents and is available from the Google Play Store or
Apple App Store. Currently, only 28 families out of a total of 50 have signed up for the new app Sentral for
Parents. If you have not already done so could you please download this app as soon as possible.
To access the Portal, you will receive a unique Portal Access Key for each student that will provide access to
your students’ information. This Portal Access Key was emailed to families on Friday 18 June and again on
Monday 12 July, 2021. Once you set up an account password, you can use this login for both the Parent
Portal online and in the App.
If you have students at another Diocese of Toowoomba Catholic School, you will receive a separate Access
Key from the other school. You will be able to switch between schools within the App settings. The adoption
of this Parent Portal will allow for quicker and more effective communication between the school and
individual families. It will also reduce the need to send home hard copies of important notices which
invariably become lost between school and home.
Also attached to this Newsletter is a detailed fact sheet in regard to getting started with the Sentral for
Parents App.
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Sacramental Program
As you would be aware, there are a number of students who are currently enrolled in the Sacramental
Program. The responsibility of the Sacramental Program usually falls under the control of the local parish.
The decision to take part in this program is the sole responsibility of student’s parents with consistent parental engagement crucial
in the relationship being forged between the school and parish. The St Patrick’s Community is extremely fortunate to have a
member of staff who is willing to accept responsibility for this most important role. Classes will commence on Wednesday 14 July at
3:05pm and will continue weekly until Wednesday 4 August. Whilst all parents are encouraged to attend each session, it is
imperative that all parents attend the final session on Wednesday 4 August as key dates and logistical concerns will be explained
regarding the preparation for Confirmation on Friday 3 September and First Holy Communion on Sunday 5 September. Please
contact Ms Karine Preston if you have any queries or concerns.
Non-State Schools Accreditation Board (NSSB)
St Patrick’s School Allora has recently been reviewed by the Non-State Schools Accreditation Board in order to demonstrate
compliance with the Education (Accreditation of Non-State Schools) Act 2017(the Act) and the attendant Education (Accreditation of
Non-State Schools) Regulation 2017. The NSSB is pleased to announce that it has approved all reports it received and that the school
is complying with the accreditation criteria. Additionally, NSSB has accepted that the review reports demonstrate The Corporation
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba meets the government funding eligibility criteria relevant to Section 10 of the Act.
This is a wonderful result for St Patrick’s School Allora. The school also needs to acknowledge the great work done by our previous
Principal, Mr Maher in the preparation of this review.
St Patrick’s Fete Committee 2021
Whilst the influence of COVID 19 remains in relative control at the moment, it is hoped that the annual St Patrick’s Fete will go
ahead during the early weeks of Term 4. This event provides a wonderful opportunity for our school and parish communities to
come together in order to raise some much needed funds. Like most events, it requires a committee of motivated people in order to
plan and facilitate this event. If you are able to help, there will be an initial gathering in the Parish Meeting Room on Monday 26 July
commencing at 7pm. Any help would be greatly appreciated.

God Bless

Keith Blaikie—Principal

DATE CLAIMERS
Term 3
•

14 July—Sacramental Program (3:05pm)

•

21 July—P&F Meeting 6pm (Library)

•

23 July—Assembly (8:50am)

•

26 July—CD Athletics (Allora State School)
200m, 800m, High Jump.

•

29 July—CD Athletics (Allora Sate School)
Sprints/ 200m Finals, Discus, Shot Put, Long
Jump and Relays.

•

26 to 30 July—Catholic Education Week

•

27 July—Catholic Education Week Mass,
9:30am in the Allora Church.

•

29 July—Assumption College Transition Day
(Year 6 students only) from 12-3pm.

•

30 July—Friday (Pupil Free/ School closed)
Bishop’s Inservice Day

•

3 September—Friday (Pupil Free/ School
closed) Staff Professional Development
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Information Sheet - 2
Getting Started with the Sentral for Parents App
Recently we let you know that we would be moving to a new online portal and app for communications with
parents and carers.
A Portal Access Key has been emailed to all families. This Portal Access Key will provide access to your students’
information. Once you set up an account password, you can use this login for both the Parent Portal online and
the App.
If you have students at another Diocese of Toowoomba Catholic School, you will receive a separate Access Key
from the other school. You will be able to switch between schools within the App settings.
Getting started
1. Download the app. Depending on your device, visit either the Apple App Store, or the Google Play Store
and search for Sentral for Parents.
2. Search for your school in the search box.
3. Tap Next.
4. Tap Register here.
5. Enter your details.
6. Tap Create Account.
7. You will receive a confirmation email.
8. Click the link in the confirmation email to verify your details.
9. Log in to the app.
10. Use the access keys provided by your school to add your children to the app. Access keys can be added in
the Settings menu.
11. You will then see the Home Screen.
12. View the QuickStart guide.
13. You’re now ready to use the app.

There is more information on getting started here: https://info.sentral.com.au/new-app-getting-started

Watch the video here: https://player.vimeo.com/video/431752138

The complete user guide can be downloaded here: User Guide\

Please contact the school if you have any queries or concerns.

ASSUMPTION COLLEGE
WARWICK
YEAR 6 TRANSITION
AFTERNOON
THURSDAY 29th July 2021 - 12PM to 3PM
“Come and see what makes Assumption College so special”
Open to ALL Current Year 6 Students
RSVP to the College by 22nd July 2021
6 Locke Street Warwick QLD 4370
acwarwick@twb.catholic.edu.au

Phone: (07) 4660 4000
www.acwarwick.catholic.edu.au

