16 June, 2021 — Week 9, Term 2

St Patrick’s School Allora— Newsletter
Our Vision
An inclusive
community
committed to high
levels of learning
for all.
Our Mission
In the spirit of Saint
Mary Mackillop, we
strive for excellence
with love, dignity,
integrity and justice.

Our School Student
Protection
Contacts are:

Dear Families
Being part of a community goes hand in hand with being human. It is that sense of
comradery, the ability to come together to achieve a set of goals or to take responsibility
for the welfare of all community members which are traits synonymous with a community like St Patrick’s
School Allora. Whilst these traits take time to nurture and are not always easily attained, as a school
community, these traits are most likely to manifest themselves through the School’s Vision and Mission
Statement. As an inclusive community committed to high levels of learning for all, our interactions must be
based on integrity. Integrity is being accountable for our actions, being trustworthy and conducting
ourselves honestly and ethically.
Just like our school community, we are all global citizens and could be classified as a Global Village. To make
a tangible example and to demonstrate the importance of community, imagine our school doubled to 150
students. These 150 students who make up our student population as our world population are then
converted into the same proportions as would be reflected in a global population. There are some quite
startling facts. Of our current student population:
•

20 students would live in absolute poverty

•

41 students would live without access to a toilet

•

20 students would drink dirty water on a daily basis

Ms Donnelly
•
Mr Blaikie
Ms Jayne Farquharson •

Reminders

13 students would be hungry or malnourished
Only 31 students would attend school and of these, only 7 would go on to secondary school

•

14 students would be unable to read

•

53 students would live on less than $2 a day and 18 live on less than $1 a day.

Uniform Days
Sports
Wednesday, Friday.
Formal
Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday.

If you keep food in a fridge, keep your clothes in a wardrobe, have a roof over your head and, have a bed to
sleep in you are richer than 75% of the world’s population. We are so blessed to live in Australia. The ability
to help and support all people in a community can only enhance the distinctiveness of our St Patrick’s
Community.

Winter Uniform

St Patrick’s School Allora is moving to a new portal and app for parents and caregivers in Semester 2, 2021.
The roll out of this new portal will begin in Week 9, Term 2. The Parent Portal is available via any device
with an internet connection. The app is called Sentral for Parents and is available from Google Play Store or
the Apple App Store.

Please remember
that we are a
‘Nut Aware’ School.
Church Times Celebrations are up
and running again
with social
distancing measures
in place. Times for
Masses are as
follows:
1st Sunday - 9am,
2nd and 3rd Sunday
– 5.30pm
4th & 5th Sunday Liturgy of the Word
with Communion 9am

Parent Portal

To access the Portal, you will receive a unique Portal Access Key for each student from the school that will
provide access to your students’ information. This Portal Access Key will be emailed to families on Friday
18 June, 2021. Once you set up an account password, you can use this login for both the Parent Portal
online and the App.
If you have students at another Diocese of Toowoomba Catholic School, you will receive a separate Access
Key from the other school. You will be able to switch between schools within the App settings. The adoption
of this Parent Portal will allow for quicker and more effective communication between the school and
individual families. It will also reduce the need to send home hard copies of important notices which
invariably become lost between school and home.
Also attached to this Newsletter is a detailed fact sheet in regard to the functions and capabilities of the
Parent Portal.

Providing Outstanding Education since 1916
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NAIDOC Week
As many of you would realise, the school will acknowledge NAIDOC on Tuesday 22 June. NAIDOC stands for
National, Aboriginal and Islander Day of Celebration. This is a special day for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people and was first observed in 1938. It celebrated the survival of these peoples whose cultures are so ancient. The single
day was developed into a week-long celebration. During this time there are many events, which demonstrate the cultural richness
of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. It is also a time to remember the need for justice for all Aboriginal Australians.
Tuesday 22 June is shaping to be a wonderful experience for our students. The day will commence with Mass in the Parish Church
commencing at 9:30am. All parents are invited to attend. Students will then be split into small groups and will participate in a range
of activities associated with NAIDOC. Activities include storytelling, painting and indigenous games just to name a few.
Athletics Carnival
As you would be aware, students have been busily preparing for the annual St Patrick’s School Athletics Carnival. The carnival is
planned for Thursday 24 June commencing at 8:45am. A program of events will be distributed once it has been finalised. As a
community, we need to thank the school’s P&F for their continued support of this event. The P&F will once again provide a delicious
BBQ lunch for all students which is free of charge. If you are new parent to St Patrick’s, please introduce yourself and don’t be afraid
to get involved in this wonderful community building exercise. Just a reminder that the world renowned St Pat’s Burger will be on
sale for $5 for parents and other community members to sample.
Parent helpers are also required on the day. Please ring Mrs Partington on 4666 3551 to reserve your spot. The school needs parent
volunteers to assist with the field events and to time keep during sprints. Parent volunteers would support the teacher in charge to
ensure a smooth-running event. Parents are also encouraged to wear suitable sports gear as an opportunity to relive your glory days
of school will be provided in the form of a ball games competition.

God Bless

Keith Blaikie—Principal

DATE CLAIMERS
Term 2
•

16 June—P&F Meeting, 6pm in the library

•

17 June—P&F Zoom Meeting 7pm

•

18 June—Assembly at 8:50am

•

21 June—Bright Future STEM Workshop,
Glengallan to attend

•

21 June—School Board Meeting, 6pm in the
library

•

22 June—NAIDOC Celebrations

•

23 June— Parent Information Session 2022
(10:30am to 12:00pm)

•

23 June—800m: 9 to 12 Years events at
Allora State School

•

24 June—Athletics Carnival (St Patrick’s)

•

25 June—Last day of Term 2

•

12 July— Pupil Free Day

•

13 July— Tuesday (Term 3 Commences)

•

30 July—Friday (Pupil Free/ Office closed)

Providing Outstanding Education since 1916

New Communication Avenue for School and Parents
Sentral for Parents App 1
St Patrick’s School Allora is moving to a new portal and app for parents and caregivers in Term 3, 2021.
The roll out of this new portal will begin this week. The Parent Portal is available via any device with an
internet connection. The app is called Sentral for Parents and is available from Google Play Store or the
Apple App Store.
To access the Portal, you will receive a unique Portal Access Key for each student by email from the
school that will provide access to your students’ information. Once you set up an account password, you
can use this login for both the Parent Portal online and the App.
If you have students at another Diocese of Toowoomba Catholic School, you will receive a separate
Access Key from the other school. You will be able to switch between schools within the App settings.
With the Parent Portal or the mobile phone app, you will have access to:
1 Newsfeed
The newsfeed will contain news items from the school relating to your child. Some items may require
you to act, whilst others will be informational only.
The Newsfeed items can also contain attachments that you can download. When a Newsfeed item
requires you to take an action (e.g. excursion or event approval), clicking on the item will take you to a
screen that will allow you to perform that action.
Academic reports in digital form will be published to the Portal newsfeed for Semester 2 (December
2021). Reports for Semester 1 (June 2021) will be printed and sent home next week.
2 Absences
Absences allows you to communicate absence information to the school. This includes daily absences
that require explanation and ‘future’ absences. A ‘future’ absence occurs when you are aware your
child(ren) will be away from school.
3 Messages
Messages are initiated by teachers direct to parents as either classroom information or direct to parents
about their child. Parents can reply to direct messages from the teacher. Parent concerns can be raised
by making an interview time or calling the school office.
4 Interviews
Interviews relate to Parent and Teacher interviews. Parents can book available time slots or request a
specific time.

5 Resources
School documents that we wish to share with you as parents/caregivers.
6 Links
We will share web sites of interest to parents and caregivers and you will see links to these sites here,
for example:
•
•
•
•

School Newsletter
School Calendar
School Website
Administer Medication at School Form

7 Calendars
In Calendars, you can view school schedules and important events by ‘Today’, ‘Week’, or ‘Month’ by
clicking on the sections at the top of the screen. Drill down into a specific event in the calendar for
details.
We thank you for sharing this journey with us as we enhance our communication avenues and guide
families together with our students on their learning journey. Please do not hesitate to contact the
school next week if you have any questions.

Kind regards

Keith Blaikie
Principal

WIRAC'S Holiday Program is BACK! From Ninja
courses to Badminton we have your kids
covered these school holidays!!

the Y

Jazz n’ Champions
in the Park
Spectacular
17th July at 9am

Leslie Park Warwick (across from WIRAC)

SCHEDULE
9.30am

World’s Record Attempt Jazzercise Class
(Free Entry, but Registration Essential to
participate in the challenge)

Go to https://app.nabooki.com/booking/popup/
widget?token=5ed9e355ad2227.09396152&booking_
client=ymca-warwick

What’s happening during
the day?
Jazzercise Class
Ninja Warrior Course
25 Piece Uq Band
Gym Play
Face Painting
Jumping Castle
Sporting Activities
Emergency Services
Food Vendors, and so much more!

10am to 2pm

Ninja Warrior Course Challenge

10.30am

Tai Chi (Participate in the class)

11.00am

Emergency Service’s Ninja Challenge

11.30am

Pilates (Participate in the class)

12.30am

Yoga (Participate in the class)

2.00pm

Ninja Warrior Semi Finals

3.00pm

Ninja Warroir Finals

3.15pm

Raffles Drawn

PARISH OF ST. PATRICK ALLORA
ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH, ALLORA
SACRED HEART CHURCH, DEUCHAR
Body and Blood of Christ - Year B –6 June, 2021
SUNDAY MASS TIMES:

1st Sunday - 9am, 2nd and 3rd Sunday – 5.30pm

Sunday - Liturgy of the Word with Communion - 9am
4th &
Weekday Mass – Tuesday 9:30am St Patrick’s Allora,
RECONCILIATION/CONFESSION: 30 minutes before Mass or by appointment
LET US PRAY FOR THE SICK: Stephen Kent, Michael Cowley, Alex Wheeler,
Fr. Brian Sparksman, Fr Don Murray, Graham Gillam.
RECENT DEATHS:
ANNIVERSARIES: Rev Fr Charles Casey, Rev Fr Joseph (Pat) Hall, Rev Fr
Thomas Sweeney
5th

LITURGY ROSTER
6 June
13 June
Reader 1:
K. Mullins
N. Byrne
Reader 2:
B.Blashak
K. Gordon
Welcomer:
A. Balmain
C. McGrath
Counters:
J. & G. Peters
J. Cowley & G. Masters
Banking for June: John Cowley
Communion to the sick:
13.06.21 Art & Christina Parlevliet
20.06.21 John Peters &|Joyce Gibson
Preparation for Sunday Mass for June: Christina Parlevliet & Marg Ryan
Bulletin Preparation for June: Kerry Haig 0419020690
NOTICES FOR BULLETIN can be emailed to - stpatricksallora@gmail.com
PARISH OFFICE: 4666 3377 (leave a message)
PRIEST DIRECTOR: Fr Rod MacGinley, Clifton Presbytery 4697 3177
Emergency Contact: Warwick Presbytery 4661 1033
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:
Peter Cavanagh 0429666160
John Cowley
0409823147
Kaye Mullins
4666 3330
David Peters
0407122753
Roy Nott
4666 2005
School Principal 4666 3551
Funeral Contact: Helen Smith 4666 3342
SVDP: Graham 4666 2001; John 4666 3313; Tony 0428729474
SVDP meet 3rd Thursday monthly in the Function Room MacKillop House
P.P.C. meets 3rd Tuesday monthly following 9am Mass.
MEETINGS/DATE CLAIMERS

There will be No Mass at The Homestead until further notice.

Tuesday morning Mass to be held in Function Room at 9.30am during
winter. Come along & join in the Mass in the comfort of the air-conditioned
room followed by morning tea & a chat.
Morning tea following Sunday morning Mass/Lay Led Liturgy will
recommence today Sunday 06/06/21.
On Thursday 10th June, 2021, at 9.30am, there will be a Memorial Service
held at The Homestead in honour of the memory of Phene Cantwell. This
is for the benefit of the residents and family of the deceased ONLY and
was inadvertently advertised last week advising parishioners could attend .
Deacon Brian Redondo has been appointed Deacon to Allora, Clifton and
Cambooya-Greenmount Parishes. Deacon Brian will be visiting various
parishes throughout the diocese in the coming months.
SVDP Winter Appeal is now asking for your generous support to help
those people in need in our community. All donations are gratefully
accepted. Envelopes are available on the seats.
Get vaccinated for the common good: Vaccination against COVID-19 is a
morally good thing, providing protection for the person vaccinated and the
wider community. Some COVID-19 vaccines are associated with ethically
questionable production and research practices, but Pope Francis and the
Australian Bishops have advised that it is morally permissible. Pope
Francis has called on the Catholic Church throughout the world to gather &
pray continuously for an end to the COVID 19 pandemic.
the Church
The official fundraising program for Mass for You at Home, now a
partnership between the Diocese of Woollongong & the Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference, has been launched. The ministry, which is highly
valued by people who are unable to attend Mass for a range of reasons will
soon celebrate 50 years on free to air television. Information & donations
can be made at massforyou.com.au.
Please see letter from Bishop Robert regarding the Palms program on the
notice board.

