
St Patrick’s School Allora Newsletter 
 

Celebrating 100 years of education in 2016 

“Never see a need without doing 

something about it.” 
 

Children’s Mission Statement: 

Just like Mary MacKillop we use Jesus 

as our touchstone to try our very best 

to learn and to care. That is why we 

show respect to all. We: Speak and act 

kindly, gently and politely; Keep our 

hands, feet and objects to ourselves; 

and Follow directions straight away. 

 

Adult’s Mission Statement: 

Just like Mary MacKillop we use Jesus 

as our touchstone to provide a learning 

and caring community. We will strive 

to ensure that all children develop 

their gifts spiritually, socially, 

academically, physically and 

emotionally to nurture lifelong 

learning. 

Important for this week. 

SCHOOL CLOSED on Friday 
5th February for the Allora 

Show Holiday 
 

SCHOOL BELL TIMES 
8.40am Start of School 

10.50am Break start 

11.30am Break finish 

1.30pm Snack start 

1.50pm Snack finish 

2.50pm Pack up 

2.55pm End of School 

 

 UNIFORM DAYS 
 Monday – Dress uniform 

 Tuesday – Sports uniform 

 Wednesday – Dress uniform 

 Thursday – Dress uniform 

 Friday – Sports uniform 

St Patrick’s School – A Nut 
Aware School.   We are aware that 
a child and/or children has/have a 

severe anaphylactic reaction to 
peanuts. Parents are requested to 
be diligent with items packed in 

lunch boxes. 

 

 

4 February 2016 

 

 

Term 1 Week 2 
20 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/ Caregivers, 
Yesterday nominations were sent home with a program for those children who were 
successful in securing positions in events at next Monday’s Central Downs Swimming 
Carnival at the Clifton Pool. Congratulations to those children who have been 
successfully nominated. It is a fantastic result for us with a total of 25 students 
representing our school at the carnival.  I will be managing our team on the day and 
ask that children stay in our allocated area and that all questions or concerns that 
may arise on the day be brought to me so that I can address these with the carnival 
convenors.  I look forward to working with those of you who can come along and 
support the children during the event.   

This coming Monday evening the teachers will be running information sessions 
starting at 5:30 pm. Each session is thirty minutes and is aimed at providing you with 
general information around classroom expectations. These sessions are a great way 
of making contact with our teachers and building the very important relationships 
that must exist between teacher and parent in supporting a shared learning 
partnership. At any time throughout the year, parents are encouraged to seek out 
teachers to ask questions or seek clarification; be it in an informal ‘passing’ question 
or in a sit down meeting. We look forward to seeing you there. Session times are as 
follows; 

5:30- Mrs Cindy Dowdle in Dalrymple (yr 3/4) 
6:00 – Miss Preston in Cunningham (yr 1/2) 
6:30 – Miss Lyn Geyle in Talgia (Prep) 
7:00- Miss Mary Donnelly in Glengallan (5/6) 

Our good start in relation to uniform has definitely continued this week with 
students arriving here at school ready to learn. I thank all families for their efforts in 
the support of this element of St Patrick’s culture.  

Occasionally students come home with concerns about friendships in the 
playground. This is a frustrating time for parents because while we want to help it is 
not possible without knowing the full story. While I strongly encourage students to 
continue this communication with their parents at home I would also ask that our 
students report these worries straight to the teacher on duty and then to their own 
teacher if necessary. Some of a child’s most important learning is through 
socialisation where children learn to resolve differences. In the school environment, 
this is best achieved when teachers are included in the discussion.  

God bless 

 
Tyronne Maher 
Principal 

“Courage, courage, trust in God who helps you in all things”  
Mary MacKillop 1822 

St Patrick’s Swimming Team 



 

  
  

School News – 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staffing  
Staffing for 2016 is as follows; 

 Prep (Talgai) – Mrs Lyn Geyle and Mrs Helen Pitstock (School Officer – Prep Aide) 

 Yr 1 and 2(Cunningham) – Miss Karine Preston/ Mr Stephen Clark: every Thursday and 
every second Tuesday. 

 Yr 3 and 4 (Dalrymple) – Mrs Cindy Dowdle 

 Yr 5 and 6 (Glengallan) – Miss Mary Donnelly/ Mr Stephen Clark: every Friday 

 Learning Support – Mrs Debbie Groombridge and Mrs Andrea Lewis (School Officer – 
Learning Support) 

 Administration Officer – Mrs Elizabeth Partington 

 Music classes and tuition- Mrs Lesley Telford 

 Physical Education – Mr Mark Spranklin 

 Science – Mr Stephen Clark (Every Wednesday) 

 Occupational Health and Safety Officer – Mrs Andrea Lewis 

 Librarian – Mrs Jan Watkins and Mrs Julie- Anne Flynn (School Officer – Library Assistant) 

 Cleaner – Sian Edge 

2016 Library Time 
All classes will be having library time on a MONDAY to borrow books.  
Please return books to the library on Monday before school. 

School Bus Behaviour 

Students travelling by bus to and from school were reminded yesterday of the behaviour that 
is expected in the spirit of safety and community. Children must be seated on the bus at all 
times for their safety and the safety of others. They were also reminded that their behaviour is 
a direct reflection on the culture of our school. I thank you in advance for your efforts in 
reinforcing these expectations with your children. 

Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday  

Shrove Tuesday is the last day before Lent. It is traditional on this day to eat pancakes and 

that is why Shrove Tuesday is also known as Pancake Tuesday.  Pancakes are eaten on this 

day because they contain fat, butter and eggs which were once forbidden during Lent. This 

Tuesday, the ‘Minnie Vinnies’ group will be organinsing pancakes for the school community to 

celebrate the beginning of Lent. 

Ash Wednesday begins the Liturgical Season of Lent and is a time of abstinence.  We 

usually give things up, or choose to do something for others during this period.  

We would like to invite you to join us for the Ash Wednesday Liturgy in the church at 11:30 

a.m. next Wednesday, February 10th.    Miss Karine Preston – APRE/Cunningham Teacher 

Assembly Roster Term 1  

Friday’s 8.45am 

Week 2: Show Holiday 
Week 3: Year 6 Leaders 
Week 4: Glengallan 
Week 5: Year 6 Leaders 
Week 6: Dalrymple 
Week 7: Year 6 Leaders 
Week 8: Cunningham 
Week 9: Easter Liturgy (Thur) 

 

 

School Masses – Term 1  
Family and friends are invited to  

share with their children the  

following celebrations: 

 

Wednesday 10th February –  

Ash Wednesday Mass 11.30am 

Tuesday 23rd February –  

Opening School Mass 9.30am 

Thursday 17th March –  

St Patrick’s Feast 9.30am 

Thursday 24th March –  

Easter Liturgy 9.30am 

 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 
AWARDS Term 1 Week 1 

Talgai – Seth Donovan for being 
honesty and fair in activities. 

Cunningham – Daniel Fein for being a 
courteous, cooperative and 
hardworking student this week. 

Dalrymple – Cody Climpson for a 
great start to the learning year. 

Glengallan – Chad Doepel for 
thoughtful answers and excellent 
participation. 

 

Mary MacKillop Award -  
Respect for Learning. 

Cunningham – Ivy Coker 

Dalrymple – Claudia Barton 

Glengallan – Trinity Van Bennekom 

SCHOOL NEWS 
 

4 February 2016 

 

 

Term 1 Week 2 

 

Prep Excursion to Historical Museum 
– How school used to be. 

Yesterday the Prep students were 
escorted to the Historical Museum on 
Drayton St. The students had the 
opportunity to have a ‘hands on’ 
experience with some artifacts from 
yesteryear. Keep an eye out for some 
pictures in the school’s show 
presentation. Many thanks to Mrs. 
Lynn Wright for her time in opening 
the museum for our visit. 

http://projectbritain.com/shrove.html
http://projectbritain.com/lent.html


P & F Update and Parish News 
 

4 February 2016 

 

 

Term 1 Week 2 

 
 

PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION  

(Meetings held every 2nd Wednesday of the month) 
Our P & F Association is the nucleus of our school community.  It is not just 

for an elective minority of parents, all parents are urged to become involved.  

Although an important part of our role is fundraising, to ensure there is funds 

available for upgrades and maintenance of our school environment and 

educational initiatives, it is not the Association’s sole purpose.   It is also a 

way in which you can be informed of what is happening within the school, 

the educational goals and commitments of the staff, and discover where we 

as a parent body can support these initiatives for the benefit of our children’s 

learning and development in a holistic approach.  Any expertise or special 

skills, or even contribution of your time and assistance to support various 

events is most welcome.  

Our first meeting of the year is set down for February 10th, commencing at 

7pm.  It would be wonderful to start of the year in a very positive way with 

an abundant attendance record.  Let us show the staff we care about our 

children’s education and wish to support them wherever there is a need.  

 

ST PATRICK’S SCHOOL CENTENARY  

CELEBRATIONS 2016 
As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, the school requires your help in 

organising and running the Centenary Celebrations on March 12th – 13th.  

There are a number of things to organise for the weekend celebrations.  As 

mentioned previously, the ‘Art in the Convent’ Art Show is one of the major 

events that we need many hands for to assist in this event being successful.  

It is not only a social occasion, but also a way in which we can fundraise to 

support the educational initiatives of our school.   

In addition to the Art Show there are other events happening throughout the 

day Sunday, in celebration of the school’s milestone, which will involve our 

students and require parent help with support of the Parish.  As the saying 

goes, many hands make light work. If we can draw up a rosters for 2 – 3 

hour shifts would make the situation much more enjoyable for everyone.  

Events or activities are as follows: 

 ‘Art in the Convent’ Art Show Opening Saturday evening 6.30pm. 

(Help needed in setting up and operating entrance/welcome, a 

refreshments bar, finger food station, sales of artworks) 

Art Show Gallery Open all day Sunday – (help needed to man the 

entrance, sales of artworks and promotional items, deconstructing 

the display at the end of day)  

 Celebration Mass and student choir  

 Centenary Formalities and cutting of the cake 

 Good old-fashion races and activities ie. 3 legged, sack, egg and 

spoon race (Co-ordinator and helpers needed to run this event) 

 BBQ lunch – organised and run by our Parents and Friends 

Association (Co-ordinator and many helpers needed to operate and 

serve on the day) 

 Centenary book sales; promotional memorabilia  

As this is a celebration of our school, any contribution of help would be 

greatly appreciated by the Parish community. 

Please show your support by volunteering your time on the roster when it is 

circulated through the school community in the coming weeks. 

 

 

Parish News 
 

LITURGY TIMES 

1ST SUNDAY OF MONTH –  

MASS 9AM 

2ND, 3RD SUNDAY OF MONTH – 

MASS 6pm 

4TH, 5TH SUNDAY OF MONTH – 

LITURGY OF THE WORD – 9 AM 

Glengallan Family Mass –  

9am Sunday 1st March 2016 

 

 

JUNIOR NETBALL 

Girls 5 – 14Yrs & Boys 5 – 12Yrs come a 

join us for fun, fitness, skill development 

and a great group/team learning 

environment all whilst enjoying the great 

sport of Netball. 

Ages 5 Yrs Born 2011 – 14 Yrs Born 2002 

Junior Sign-On Day Saturday 13th 

February 2016, 10am – 1pm at Barnes 

Park, Matthews St, Warwick 

Fixtures are played Saturday afternoons and 

commence 20th Feb. 

For further information please see our 

Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/warwicknetball/ 

(go to Photos, Albums, 2016 Fixture Info & 

Forms, Junior Information Brochure) 

Enquiries to Lou Bunch: 

warwicknetball@bigpond.com  

or  0407 734 380 

 
Junior Tennis:  Sign on day 
When:  Friday February 5 

Time: 4 – 5 pm 
Where: Clifton Tennis Courts 

(near the swimming pool) 
 

 Junior Fixtures to start on 
February 19 

 

For further information, please 
contact:  Michael & Belinda Kindelan 

469735945 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/warwicknetball/
mailto:warwicknetball@bigpond.com


 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT  

ST PATRICK’S………. 

2016 
Feb 5 Allora Show Holiday 
Feb 8 Central Downs swimming carnival 

– Clifton 
Feb 8 Parent Information Night from 

5.30pm 
Feb 10 P & F AGM and 1st general meeting 

– school library 7pm 
Feb 19 P & F sponsored Meet and Greet 

BBQ for all families 6pm 
Mar 12/13 St Patrick’s School Centenary 

Celebrations 
Mar 24 End of Term 1 
 
Apr 11 Start of Term 2 
Apr 25 ANZAC Day  
May 2 Labor Day (Public Holiday) 
June 24 End of Term 2 
 
July 11 Start of Term 3 
Aug 19 Bishop’s Inservice Day (School 

Closed) 
Sept 16 End of Term 3 
 
Oct 4 Start of Term 4 
Oct 17 Pupil Free Day 
Dec 2 End of Term 4  
 
 

Ladies Social Tennis is about to begin 
Tennis is held on Tuesday mornings during school terms at the 

Clifton Tennis Courts (near the swimming pool) 
Names (nominations) to be in by February 17. 

Team selection day will be Tuesday Feb. 23 commencing at 
9am 

For further information / nominations: please contact: 
Shirley Erhardt – 4666 3470 or Janette Frahm – 4696 4541 

 

Warwick District Football Association 

Soccer 2016 Registrations are now open for the below age 

groups: 

CUBS: Under 4 & Under 5 

Juniors: Under 6 – Under 17 

To register go to www.warwickwolves.com.au and follow the 

links. You will also find registration information on our 

Facebook page (warwick district football association).  

If you want more information come along to one of our 

registration information days: 

 Saturday 13th February – Rose City Shopping 

Centre (bottom of the escalators) from 9am to 

1pm 

 Saturday 20th February – Warwick District Football 

Association clubhouse, Queens Park, Park Rd 

11am – 1pm 

Or email registrations@warwickwolves.com.au  

What’s Happening at St Patrick’s 
 

4 February 2016 

 

 

Term 1 Week 2 

 

Happy Birthday. 

Best wishes for a Happy Birthday to: 
Jack Phelan 

 
Remembering 100 years of St Patrick’s School 

 

This is a photo of the Church and Convent from the 

1940s. The Sisters who taught at the school used to live 

in the Convent which is now called MacKillop House. 

The last Sister to teach in the school was Sister Anne. 

She left in 1997. The school can be seen on the right, 

behind the Church.  
 

35 Arnold Street (PO Box 47) Allora Qld 4362 

Phone: 4666 3551 Fax: 4666 3351 

Email: allora@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Website: http://www.allora.catholic.edu.au 

 

http://www.warwickwolves.com.au/
mailto:registrations@warwickwolves.com.au
mailto:allora@twb.catholic.edu.au
http://www.allora.catholic.edu.au/

