1 August 2017 —Term 3 Week 4

“Never see a need without doing
something about it.”
- Mary MacKillop

Mission—
We are an inclusive
community
committed to high
levels of learning
for all.
Our School Student
Protection Contacts:
Miss Donnelly and
Mr Maher

Dear Parents,
“It’s not fair!”— Occasionally
students give both teachers and
parents the ‘it’s not fair’ spiel in
response to some kind of
consequence. Parents and
teachers are then sometimes
drawn into a discussion/ lecture
with said child about what it means to be fair.
Something that is described as fair is free from bias, dishonesty or injustice or follows a particular rule
(www.dictionary.com). For example, a child not receiving dessert as a result of not eating their vegetables
is fair as it is a rule of the household. A rule that was created to encourage reluctant children in the
household to eat their vegetables. To the child, ‘not fair’, translates to ’I know the rules but right now I
would like some ice cream even though I didn’t eat my vegetables and if I tug at your heart strings
enough, I’ll get it.’ Collapsing and breaking the rule becomes ‘not fair’ to those in the house that have
adhered to the rule. Bias has been applied and given which means—to be ‘fair’ - this same bias now
needs to be applied to all concerned.
The same could be said with a school’s rules. School rules come about from a need to promote learning,
to encourage safety or to ensure equity itself (e.g. - uniform policy). Rules that are bent for some, then
need to be bent or broken for others. Bent or broken rules fail to be rules. They become a standard that
is bias and difficult to achieve. School rules are created with the needs of the student in mind and these
rules are reflected in school policies. Children feel safe and supported when they know what the rules are
and when they know that there are adults that are consistent and unbiased in their application.
Our rules/policies are reviewed regularly so any questions or feedback about our school rules/policies are
always welcome.

Please note:
Reminders:
Term 3 school fees went
home last week.
Payment can be made by
cash or cheque at the
school office or by direct
credit into the school
bank account..

TUCKSHOP
Friday 11 August
Orders in Blue bin no
later than
TUESDAY 8 August

St Patrick’s
School – A
Nut Aware
School.
Parents are
requested
to be diligent with
items packed in lunch
boxes.

School Culture— It’s July and questions have begun around who’s teaching and in which class in 2018.
This question would be totally understandable if our school classrooms and their teachers operated as
private practices. I believe in many schools, to the detriment of student learning, that this is still the case.
Classrooms can no longer be places of private practice. Our teaching and learning at St Patrick’s is based
on the research proven, collective belief, that we can improve the achievement levels of our students to
high levels by;





Engaging in professional open and honest conversations about individual students and their needs
and how instruction (teaching) can address these needs. Sharing the collective wisdom.
Participating in professional learning that targets the area of student need (e.g. reading)
Being open to instructional feedback. Teaching is observed and feedback, linked to research
supported best practice, is provided to inform better teaching and therefore student learning.

Achieving cultural change that results in increased student learning takes time. At St Patrick’s we believe
that we can achieve high levels of learning for all of our students. We believe that the above practices are
key to realising this goal.
God Bless

“It is not fair to ask of others what you are not willing to do yourself.”
Eleanor Roosevelt
Read more at: https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/e/eleanorroo100588.html?
src=t_fair

Tyronne Maher
Principal
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Assembly Roster Term 2
Friday’s at 9am:
Week 4: CD Athletics
Week 5: Leaders
Week 6: Leaders
Week 7: Leaders
Week 8: Cunningham
Week 9: Leaders
Week 10: Whole School
You Can Do It presentation “Persistence”
Term 3 School Masses,
everyone welcome:
 Sunday 6th August
9am Family Mass
 Tuesday 8th August
9.30am St Mary
MacKillop Mass
Happy Birthday
this week to:

School News
Central Downs Athletics—Congratulations to those students that competed yesterday in the first of the
two days. They proudly represented their school with their high standards of sportsmanship and behaviour.
On Friday, nominated competitors (nominations were sent home in week 2)not being escorted to Allora
State School by their parents will be walked down by their teachers in time for the march past. Rolls will
be completed at the event. Parents are to see teachers prior to leaving so that their names can be marked
off. Parents of young children, please check that your child is not required for a final or relay later in the
day. A note went home last week outlining other important details for the day. The students are looking
forward to a great day of competition.
Term 4 Family Mass 6th August— All families are welcome and encouraged to attend our school led family mass on the 6th of August at 9am. There are only four of these a year and the students always bring
that special something to the celebration. We look forward to seeing you there.
School Surveys— These have been emailed to families. Please complete and provide us with the feedback
we need to keep improving.
Late Slips— Each school day begins at 8:40am (play from 8:25am) sharp. Students arriving after this time
will need to collect a late slip from the front office. We have found that some students in the past have
not presented themselves at the office and this has resulted in unnecessary phone calls to parents causing
unwanted stress. Every minute of every day counts in learning. Please ensure your child/children is on
time and ready to learn by 8:40am each morning. Your support in this is greatly appreciated.

Dalrymple News

William and Zachary
Brasch
My oh my, what a busy start to Term 3
we have had! It was straight back into
learning for Dalrymple with a focus on
fractions, traditional stories and life for
Indigenous Australians. Here is Brett learning about fractions.
Last week, we celebrated Catholic Education Week. The students
investigated what makes St. Patrick’s stand out as a Catholic
school. They had lots of fun explaining why they thought a person or image reflected us as a Catholic school. They also discussed the theme ’Sharing the Journey’.
In Technologies, students began using Microsoft 365 which allowed them to be writing in the same document and at the same
time. Their minds were blown!

Learning Fun

2017 Sacramental
Program
Children involved in this
year’s Sacramental
Program will be
introduced to the Parish
community at Family
Mass on Sunday 6
August.
Confirmation will be
officiated by Bishop
Robert on Friday 1
September at 6.00pm.
We will be joined by
children and their
families from Clifton.
Children will make their
First Communion at
Mass on Sunday 10
September at 5.00pm.

Contact Ros Hibberd on
0409277 510.

Getting Along: it is always important to focus on getting
along with others even when we are different. This was
discussed during our Catholic Education Week lesson
where we heard about each of our individual journeys. Knowing who people are and
where they come from helps us to understand each other a little bit more.

You Can Do It!

It is very important for students to be practising their
times tables facts at home. The students are learning very
quickly that if they have trouble recalling their multiplication facts that it makes many concepts in Mathematics tricky. Students have been looking at strategies for
helping them work out division equations but there is no better strategy than referring to the relationship
between division and multiplication. Dalrymple students continue to religiously practice in class!

Did you know?

Congratulations to the Students of the Week in Dalrymple—
Brett Shelton for his improvement in his handwriting and
Bridey Breen for always displaying reverence when participating in prayer and Religious Education lessons. Well done!

Students of the week
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Parish News
The next P & F Meeting Wednesday 16 August at
7pm in the Library.

LITURGY TIMES
1ST SUNDAY OF MONTH
–
MASS 9AM

The next Fete meeting will be held on Monday 31 July at 7.00. Please attend this to assist in
the planning process for 2017 if you are able. Roy Nott

2ND, 3RD SUNDAY OF
MONTH – MASS for
winter 5pm

Tuckshop
Friday 11th August

4TH, 5TH SUNDAY OF
MONTH – LITURGY OF
THE WORD – 9 AM

Orders in the Blue Bin NO LATER than
Tuesday 8th August
Sweet Treat—Custard Cup $1.00

Additional Resources for School.
Once again Woolworths are running their Earn and Learn promotion. From
Wednesday 26th July, for every $10.00 spent at Woolworths a sticker will be
given, fill a sticker sheet and then drop into the Collection Box in the school hall .
Collection ends 19th September we then submit the total collected and redeem
our points as resources from Modern Teaching Aids.
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What’s Happening at St Patrick’s Allora?
DATE CLAIMERS- 2017
4 August– CD Athletics Carnival—Allora S.S
11 Aug SD Athletics Carnival—Allora S.S
21 Aug Reader’s Cup
1 Sept
6pm Confirmation—Sacramental
Program
10 Sept 5pm First Holy CommunionSacramental Program
15 Sept Term 3 Ends
2 Oct
3 Oct
4– 6 Oct
16 Oct
20 Oct
1 Dec

Queen’s Birthday Holiday
Term 4 Starts
Year 5/6 Camp
Student Free Day (School Closed)
Parish FETE
Term 4 and School Year Ends

To the Scope Club of Allora for their
recent donation of $200.00 to
St Patrick’s School. These funds will
assist in the purchase of classroom
resources for the students.
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