14 March 2017 —Term 1 Week 8

Dear Parents,
“Never see a need without doing
something about it.” - Mary
MacKillop

Mission—
We are an inclusive
community
committed to high
levels of learning for
all.
Our School Student
Protection Contacts:
Miss Donnelly and
Mr Maher

Home Reading Tips—As teachers we are often asked about how parents can assist their child in
learning to read. Supporting your child in their reading at home reinforces the work that is being done
at school in the classroom. The following tips have come from a document produced for the ‘Primary
English Teacher Association of Australia’ organization. The article , written by Kaye Lowe, highlights the
wonderful benefits of parent/teacher collaboration as a result of supporting your child at home. The
following tips have been adapted from Lowe’s article (pg 3—see link below).
•

Develop a daily home reading routine. As part of this routine, include reading to your child and
’share your excitement.’

•

Before reading or listening to your child reading, talk about the different parts of the book. Looking
at the illustrations, reading the ’blurb’ at the back of the book or talking about the writer gets a
child ready for reading.

•

If reading has become difficult or ’hard work’, set a timer for reading. A quality 10 to 15 minutes is
far more productive than slogging it out for 30 minutes. Reading should be a positive experience.
If your child is tired, do more of the reading in a shared arrangement.

•

Engage your child in the book by asking them questions. For example; “Why do you think the
character did that?”; “Who do you think this book is written for?” ; “Why do you think that?”;
“What do you think will happen next?”. Being able to read fluently is not as important as being
able to understand what is being read.

•

Encourage your child to read independently. Discover what it is that they like to read about and
ensure that they can access these text types at their level. Beware—particularly older children
will borrow books from the library that ‘everyone else’ is borrowing. They may not be able to
read it. Books that they can read independently should contain no more than two to three new
words per page. Exploring harder texts should be done with the support of an adult. A bed light is
a positive way to encourage this habit before bed time.

•

Avoid praising with ; “Good!”; “Excellent!”; or “Getting better.” This praise is not specific
enough and leads your child to believe there is no room for improvement (fixed mindset).
Instead be specific with your praise. For example ; “I like how you changed your voice for the
monster”; “I like how you reread that part when it didn’t make sense”; “Wow, that was a tricky
word—I like how you worked it out.” This language tells your child exactly what was good and
what they should try to repeat again.

•

Turn the television off. Make sure you as the parent/s are seen to be reading. You are modeling
what is important to your child.

Please note:
Term 1 School Fees
Reminders have gone
home today. Please
contact the school if
you wish to discuss
fee payment.
 Assembly start time
is now 9am
 Tuckshop orders in
blue bin by Tuesday
21st March
 Order forms for
Cross country BBQ
lunch please return
by Wednesday 22nd
March
St Patrick’s
School – A
Nut Aware
School.
We are aware that children may have a severe
anaphylactic reaction
to peanuts. Parents are
requested to be diligent
with items packed in
lunch boxes.

Please see your child’s teacher if there are specific hurdles that you are having difficulty with in your
child’s home reading .
The complete article by Kaye Lowe can be found at http://www.aquinas.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Parents-guide
-to-help-at-home.pdf

God Bless

““The more that you read, the more things you will know. The
more that you learn, the more places you'll go.”
― Dr. Seuss, I Can Read With My Eyes Shut!

Tyronne Maher
Principal
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Assembly Roster
Term 1 Friday’s 9am

School News

Central Downs Sports Trials—Good luck to
our soccer, league and netball players who
Week 9: Year 6 Leaders are off to represent their respective Central
Downs Teams this Friday.
Week 8: No Assembly

Week 10: ‘You Can Do
It” Presentations
(Thursday)

School Masses –
Term 1
Family and friends are
invited to share with
their children the following celebrations:
Friday 17th March –
St Patrick’s Feast
9.30am

Happy Birthday this
week to:
Casey-Lee Shelton

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
AWARDS Term 1 Week 7
Talgai— Douglas Ekerick
for focusing on improving
his learning.
Cunningham —
Reagan Pendergast for
enthusiastic participation
in Mathematics.
Dalrymple – Bridey Breen
for excellent work on
“Format Matters”.
Glengallan — Seth Esson
for excellent creative
writing skills.

Mary MacKillop Award Reverent
Talgai — Sophia Fein
Cunningham Ruby Wright
Dalrymple - Ziggy Gibson
Glengallan —
Aliza Schelbach

Tafe Placement—In the last fortnight we’ve
had the pleasure of welcoming Mrs Emma
Heit to our school. Mrs Heit is volunteering as
a learning officer in our classrooms to gain the
necessary experience she needs for her
certification.
School Board— As mentioned in last week’s
newsletter, if you are interested in taking up a
position on our board, please indicate your
Congratulations to William and Mili on their hard work in
interest in writing and forward it to the
reaching the next level of sight words.
school. We are always looking for parents (and
community members) that can bring their area of expertise to our school decisions.
Cross Country Training— Our sessions have commenced in the mornings prior to classes beginning. In the
meantime, if your child would like to commence at home, children born 2012/2011 will run 500m, children
born 2010/2009 will run 1km, children born 2007/2008 will run 2km, children born 2006/2005 will run 3km. A
note is coming home today indicating the barbeque ‘meal deal’ that can be pre—ordered for the event.
Please return these by next Wednesday.

Cunningham News
Welcome to Week 8. It is hard to
believe that there are under three
weeks of school left this term. I
Fun
have been extremely proud of the
work ethic demonstrated by
Cunningham students this term. There has been
an improvement in student spelling knowledge,
addition and subtraction skills and most importantly, an improvement in our independent learning skills. This week in Religion, we
will be focussing their learning around St. Patrick, the Patron Saint
of our school. All are welcome to join us for the St. Patrick’s feast
Day Mass at 9:30a.m. Friday March 17th in the Church.

Learning

We have been focusing our learning on organisation
and persistence this term in the You Can Do It program. We know that we need to be organised and ready to learn at the start
of each lesson if we are to do our best learning.

You Can Do It!

Did St. Patrick teach the concept of the Holy Trinity by using the
three-leafed clover, or shamrock, to demonstrate the oneness of God,
Jesus and the Holy Spirit? There's no way to prove or disprove this legend, but it's one of the most
beloved stories about the saint. Have a great day on Friday.

Did you know?

Notices:

Test Books will be sent home in Week 10 for you to peruse.
A reminder that each Home Reading book is to be recorded in the Student
Diary. This diary also doubles as a communication book between home and school.
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Parish News
LITURGY TIMES
1ST SUNDAY OF MONTH –
MASS 9AM
ND
2 , 3RD SUNDAY OF
MONTH – MASS 6pm
4TH, 5TH SUNDAY OF
MONTH – LITURGY OF THE
WORD – 9 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•

Book Covering Volunteers
please contact Julie-anne
by email:
flinnj@twb.catholic.edu.au
or call into the library on a
Monday or Tuesday if you
can assist.

President—Roy Nott
Vice President—Laurence Ryan
Secretary—Juanita Breen
Treasurer—Position vacant
Uniform convenor—Deanna Kotsopoulos
Tuckshop convenor— Kirsty Gibson

Next P & F Meeting is Wednesday 22nd March
at 7pm in the Library. This meeting will have a large
focus on the progress of our Trivia Night preparation.

TUCKSHOP Friday 24th March
Menu attached
(please keep for future reference)
Sweet treat—Milo slice $1.00
Orders to be completed on a paper bag with
students name and class. Place the bag containing the money in
the blue bin located on the hallway table by Tuesday 21st March.

Sweet Treat bakers required for Term 2, please contact
Kirsty Gibson 4666 3233 or the school office.

EBooks—The Catholic Education Office Resource Centre has set up an eLibrary,
using Wheelers as their eBook Platform. The school’s Years 4, 5 and 6 students are now
able to borrow from this library. They have been shown how they access and borrow these
eBooks, which they will do from home and onto a personal home device. The App is free
to download and is obtainable by typing Wheelers ebook platform app into Google. All
loans can then be managed from there. The eLibrary has a number of titles that are not
suitable for our primary classes. These titles have an age restriction, making them unavailable to our students.
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What’s Happening at St Patrick’s Allora?
DATE CLAIMERS- 2017
17 Mar
21 Mar
24 Mar
31 Mar

31 Mar

National ‘ No Way to Bullying’ Day
St Patrick’s Day Mass 9.30am
‘Let’s Stamp Out Bullying’ Show
Tuckshop
School Cross Country—Competing with
St Francis de Sales at Allora Golf Course
BBQ lunch—pre ordered
Term 1 Ends

18 Apr
25 Apr
27 Apr
1 May

Term 2 Starts
ANZAC Day (School Closed)
School Photos (formal uniform)
Labor Day (School Closed)
2—5 May Parent teacher interviews
23 June Term 2 Ends
10 July Term 3 Starts
15 Sept Term 3 Ends
3 Oct
Term 4 Starts
16 Oct
Student Free Day (School Closed)
1 Dec
Term 4 and School Year Ends
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2017 TUCKSHOP MENU
*Tuckshop will be on a Friday please see newsletter for dates
Orders need to be in by Tuesday of the tuckshop week
AUSSIE HAMBURGER
Homemade meat patty, lettuce, tomato, cheese and beetroot

$3.50

PLAIN MEAT PIE

$2.50

SAUSAGE ROLL

$2.00

MINI PIZZA
Supreme or Hawaiian

$1.50

TOASTED HAM, CHEESE AND TOMATO SANDWICH

$2.50

HAM or CHICKEN and SALAD WRAP

$2.50

*Some gluten free bread options available upon request.
____________________________________________________________________
HOMEBAKED TREAT of the Week (listed in newsletter each week)

$1.00

APPLE SLINKY (or bring your own apple to slink)

$0.50

PLAIN POTATO CHIPS (Packet)

$0.50

PLAIN MILK

$1.00

FRUIT POPPER
$1.50
____________________________________________________________________
Example of Order on brown paper bag
Orders Due by Tuesday of Tuckshop week.
Orders to be written clearly on a paper bag with
Child’s Name and Classroom Name, followed by
Items and total cost. The bag, with correct money
enclosed, is to be placed in the Tuckshop Blue Bin
on the desk in the hallway no later than Tuesday.

Jonathon Thurston
Cunningham
1 Aussie Hamburger
Mini Pizza
Treat of the week
Plain Milk
TOTAL:

$3.50
1.50
.50
1.50
$7.00

